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Newsletter 24 – Thursday, 9th August 2018 

    Principal Awards – Grades Five AND Six 
Reuben B – 5/6 Daenke:  Reuben has taken a big leap forward in his attitude towards learning and attention to detail. 

His reading, writing and handwriting have all improved through focused efforts in recent months. Keep up the great 

work in and out of school Reuben! 

Emma S – 5/6 Hartney:  Emma is a consistent high performer. She works hard at everything she does and 

encourages those around her to do the same. Emma’s positive attitude and willingness to help others have made 

 her a valuable leader in our school. 
Quinn K – 5/6 Staley:  Quinn works hard to improve in everything he does. He was a keen contributor to his groups 

recent STEM project and his work was a significant part of the team's success. His enthusiasm and positive attitude 

have made him an outstanding member of our school community. 

Ella S – 5/6 Dunstone:  Ella is a conscientious student who always works quietly and efficiently in order to achieve 

her best. Ella displays the school values at all times and is continually willing to accept challenges across all subject 

areas. Keep up the great work Ella. 
 

VALUE TREE AWARDS 
Friendliness: Tyler B, Jorj C, Lily M, Jack G, Harry R 

Personal Achievement: Charlotte P 

Respect: Blayston H 

Responsibility: Roy C, Emily E-C 

Team Spirit: Keeley M 

 

Sports award 
Olivia B – 5/6 Staley: for her enthusiastic participation in Physical Education and her  

outstanding sportsmanship. 

 

Art Award 
Bruce B – Prep Haxby: Bruce worked quietly and independently to create a delightful image of some wheat.   

Great work Bruce! 

 

Music Award  

No Award this week 

 

 
 

 

Principal: Mr. Francis Trezise 
Acting Assistant Principal: Mrs Siobhan 

Garmey 
School Council President: Mrs. Fiona Martin 

.  

Compass Payment/ Consent 
 

Please ensure you consent and/or pay  
for any events in Compass by the due date 
otherwise they are no longer available for 

you to this 

Our Values 
RESPECT – Valuing self, all others, property and the environment 
FRIENDLINESS – Interacting with all others in an open and welcoming manner 
PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT – Striving to be the best we can 
TEAM SPIRIT – Working together so we can learn from each other and all do our best 
FAIRNESS – Being fair in everything we do 
RESPONSIBILITY – Being relied upon to be honest, and do the right thing for yourself and the community 
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Diary Dates  

2018   

   

Term 3   

August   

Friday, 10th 12.00pm – 1.00pm Phoenix FM Radio Interview (Selected Students Only) 

Friday, 10th 12.15pm – 1.00pm Text Marks the Spot - Bendigo Writers Festival (Selected 3/4 Students) 

 1.30pm – 2.15pm Text Marks the Spot - Bendigo Writers Festival (Selected 5/6 Students) 

Thursday, 16th  District Athletics (Selected Students Only) 

Friday, 17th  Author Visit – Trace Bella 

Saturday, 18th  Tournament of Minds (Selected Students Only) 

Thursday, 23rd / 

Friday, 24th 

 Father’s Day Activity 

Thursday, 23rd 2.00pm – 3.00pm Blurbs Performance – Grades P-6 

Friday, 31st 9.00am – 2.30pm Division Basketball (Selected Students Only) 

September   

Friday, 14th 11.00am  Bike-a-thon 

Monday, 17th 7.30am – 5.00pm Grade 1 Melbourne Zoo Excursion 

Wednesday, 19th  Mount Alexander Chess Tournament  (Selected Students Only) 

Friday, 21st 11.00am – 1.00pm 

2.15pm 

2.30pm 

Footy Colours Day 

Assembly 

End of Term 3 

Term 3   

October   

Monday, 8th  Term 4 Commences 

 

Every Week 

Tuesday and Thursday – Lunch time – Coding Club 

and Chess Club (Grades 3-6). 

Wednesday and Friday - basketball court from 8.15 to 8.45am - Early Morning Basketball - (Grades 3-6) 

Wednesday 3.30pm - 4.30pm – German Club (Prep-2). 

                Friday 9am – Fresh Fruit Friday. 

 

 

From the Principal    

 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

NAPLAN 2018  

The Year 3 and Year 5 NAPLAN results are expected to be delivered to school in the week commencing August 

13th.  I will circulate these to families as soon as they become available. 

 

 

 

 
Lote awards 

Lachlan W - 3/4 Murphy: for being prepared to have a go with pronouncing new words in German class and for his 

general attentiveness and enthusiasm. 

Peggy P - P/1 Arthur: for always having good manners in class and always trying her best to contribute. 

Eloise H - Prep F: for always listening and responding to teaching instructions in German class and trying 

 her hardest. 

Sarah M-Mc - 5/6 Staley: for persevering and having her best go with German even though she has come to this 

language late in her Primary School years. 
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Phoenix FM Appearance 

Tomorrow between 12-1pm we will have students (Belle G and Harper So), staff (Ms Floyd and Mr 

Daenke) and parents (Ricky and Nicola) attending the Phoenix FM radio station to talk at Respectful 

Relationships…and  other interesting things! 

 

Please tune into 106.7 FM to hear what they have to say. 

 

Jeans for Genes Day 
Last Friday was Jeans for Genes Day and our school participated to raise awareness and funds to support research 

into children’s genetic diseases. 

 

It was great to see so many kids in their jeans on the day.  Together, we raised a total of $413. 

 

A special thanks to our SRC kids who helped organise the day.  We will now be sending a cheque off to the Jeans 

for Genes Foundation. 

 

Congratulations and thanks to everyone involved! 

 

Literacy and Numeracy Tips: A guide for parents of children aged 0-12 
Research shows that families are the most significant influence on their children’s learning, development, health, 

safety and wellbeing. Your family can play a key role in helping your child prepare for school, and then succeed 

when they reach school. This booklet provides handy tips and ways you can help your child develop literacy and 

numeracy skills. It provides fun, inexpensive, accessible and practical activities you can do with your child at home. 

The booklet also provides questions you can ask your child to help them learn. Doing these practical activities will 

help your child develop excellent reading and writing skills, and help them speak well and be a good listener… 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/literacy/Literacy

andNumeracyTipstoHelpYourChild_Final.pdf 

 

Francis Trezise 
Principal 

From the Acting Assistant Principal  

This week’s e-safe topic:  Be a Role Model: Find a Healthy Balance with Media and 
Technology 
Young kids learn how to use technology by watching their parents, so model healthy habits early by balancing 

media time with real time. By Caroline Knorr 5/15/2017 

  

5 Ways to Find a Healthy Balance of Media and Technology 

Be a role model. When kids are around, set an example by using media the way you want them to use it. Keep 

mobile devices away from the dinner table, turn the TV off when it's not being watched, and use a DVR to record 

shows to watch later. 

Start good habits early. The secret to healthy media use is to establish time limits and stick to them. Start when 

your kids are young by setting screen limits that work for your family's needs and schedule. And don't just talk the 

talk -- walk the walk! 

There is no safe number of days for missing school.  

Every day counts. 
Week 3 of Term 3 

91% total school wide attendance 

87% school wide attendance (not including absences relating to illness or medical) 

There were 71 late arrivals in Week 3. 

No classes received the Early Bird Award this week at assembly. 
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Use media together. Whenever you can, watch, play, and listen with your kids. Ask them what they think of the 

content. Share your values, and help kids relate what they learn in the media to events and other activities in which 

they're involved. With older kids, you can draw them out by sharing stuff from your Facebook and Instagram 

accounts. 

Keep distractions to a minimum. You probably tell your kids to turn their phones off during homework time. Get 

rid of the stuff that distracts you, too. Hide your apps so they don't display, set your phone to "do not disturb," or 

shut down your devices during important family time. 

Turn off work. Many parents feel they need to be constantly accessible to their jobs. But that's stressful, 

frustrating, and not realistic. Set boundaries for work time and family time.  

Our Amazing Choir 
I was fortunate enough to accompany the Choir to Melbourne on Monday and watch them perform at Federation 

Square. As always, their performance was outstanding and they represented our school in an exemplary manner. 

Our Choir was one of the smallest, but sounded the best by far…….in my humble opinion. Thanks to our three 

parent helpers, Liz for coming along. Thanks and congratulations also to Mrs Hopman for all the hard work she 

puts into preparing the Choir.  

 

Events requiring approval/payment 

* Tournament of Minds – selected students (18th August) 

* The Blurbs Incursion – Prep to Grade 6 (23rd August) 

* Father’s Day Activity – Prep to Grade 6 (23rd August) 

Amy Arthur 

Acting Assistant Principal 

Arthur.amy.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

Respectful Relationships 
This term for Respectful Relationships, the grade 1/2 classes have started a new topic called ‘Positive Coping’. This 

topic helps students learn a range of positive coping skills, which will allow them to develop and practice skills that 

will enable them to cope with future changes and challenges. An activity that the students completed was, they 

explored the differences between calming and cheering coping strategies. The students all did a fantastic job of 

discussing and sharing their ideas about when it is useful to cheer ourselves up, and when it is useful to have ways 

to calm ourselves down.  

                        

 

Principals’ Day Award Presentation      
 

Mr Trezise was spoiled last Friday with a yummy 

morning tea to celebrate Principals’ Day.  He 

also received lots of lovely messages from the 

students, including a surprise visit from Mr 

Trezise (aka Fletcher A) and Mr Trezise (aka 

Lachlan C-P) at assembly on Monday morning.  

In the photo you will see the three Mr Trezise’s! 
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Specialist Staff Information  
News from the Art Room 

It is full steam ahead this term in Art with many exciting creations coming to fruition. 

Please check out the display of work from our 3/4’s outside Mr Parke’s office. Children were challenged to create a 

jungle themed artwork and to hide some little friends amongst their leaves. I wonder how many creatures you can 

find? 

In the BER building you will find a display of prints created by our grade 5/6 children. They have been created 

using foam printing plates, pressed through a pasta maker and then painted with pearlescent paint. You can’t miss 

them, they really do shine! 

This week Sarah bought in a creation she has made at home with the help of her mother. Sarah repurposed a denim 

skirt she no longer wore, into a fabulous new bag! Did you know that a number of our children are excellent at 

sewing?  

I challenged some of our classes to name the animal depicted in this gigantic paper cut-out by famed artist Matisse. 

What do you think the name of this artwork could be? I’ll let you all know the answer next week. 

 

     

                   

Shannon Leed 

Art Specialist 

mailto:ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.sgps.vic.edu.au/


Spring Gully Primary School, 104-110 Spring Gully Road, Bendigo, 3550.   

PO Box 310, Strathdale, 3550   

Phone: 54437230    Fax: 54415584                 

Email: spring.gully.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au                                      Absence Phone No. 0427840915 (SMS only) 

Website: www.sgps.vic.edu.au 

 

German News    

 

Kartoffel Drucken – Potato printing 

 
 

Fraur Baldwin 

 

 

 
Active Travel News 
Maybe it’s hard to be enthusiastic about active travel to school when it’s wet and cold outside – although for kids, 

flooded creeks and umbrellas can really add to the fun! While the rain is very welcome, it’s nice to think that the 

sun will be shining before we know it, and we’ll actually want to be outside…  

In fact, it’s only eight weeks until term 4 and Walk to School month. Stay tuned in coming weeks for tips on getting 

your family ready to walk or ride regularly to school through October. 

What would make your walk or ride to school easier? 
Don’t forget to fill in the survey or attend a listening post for the City of Greater Bendigo’s Walking and Cycling 

Strategy. This is your chance to tell them what stops you from walking or riding (e.g. to school) and what would 

make it easier. There’s also an interactive map where you can log problem spots and suggest improvements. Find 

out more at https://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/walkcyclegb.  

  

Bike Bendigo Community Ride – Sunday 12 August 10am 
This month’s community ride starts at 10am from Lake Weeroona (at Nolan St, opposite the Bendigo Tennis 

Centre. It heads along the Spring Gully Creek (Back Creek) trail to Wolstencroft Park. Perfect for families, it’s flat 

ride away from traffic. https://www.facebook.com/events/1910466862331685/  The City will be hosting a Walking 

and Cycling Strategy listening post at Wolstencroft Park, with a free coffee for participation in the engagement 

activities. 
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Nicola Dunnicliff-Wells    (Active Travel Co-ordinator) 

  

 
 

Parent Club News  

Next Meeting –7pm - Thursday, 16 August – at Belinda’s House. 
Please contact via the Facebook page if you need the address. We always welcome new members and we are 

grateful for the parents and special people that come along to support the kids by being a part of Parent Club. 

 

Father’s Day Activity 

We are all looking forward to our Fathers’ Day Activity.  

 

It went out onto Compass today and Permission and payments are due back by 17th August please.  The total cost is 

$7 per Child. We will be working on these the week of 20th August and gifts will go home with the children on 29th 

August. If you would like to help out in the classrooms on this activity please contact via the Facebook page or let 

the Office ladies know.    

 

  ** Please note, A reminder that the only option to participate in this Activity is Via Compass and strictly No Cash 

can be accepted. Thank you. 

 

 

Fresh Fruit Friday  
We are always looking for a few more helpers to put their name down on the roster for Term  and beyond.  If you 

are able to assist, or go onto a Monthly roster, please advise us via the Facebook page or let the Office ladies know. 

It only takes half an hour or so on Friday mornings in the staffroom after school drop off.  We welcome any 

members of the School Community and it’s a Great way for new Parents to meet others.  

 

Stay in touch with Parents Club activities through the newsletter, Compass and via Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/SpringGullyParentsClub 
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Repeat Notices 
Parent Opinion Survey       
Approximately 30% of our families were randomly selected from CASES to receive an email with a link to the 

2018 Parent Opinion Survey.  If selected, you would have received this email on Monday. 

  

Please take the time to complete the survey, as your opinions are important to us and will contribute to the future 

management and organisation of our school.   

·         The survey is conducted online by ORIMA Research and should take around 15 minutes to complete. 

·         The survey will be open until Sunday 26 August 2018. 

·         The survey can be completed using any device connected to the internet (even a mobile phone). 


Should you require access to a device to complete the survey, please let the school office know.                               
 

Acting Assistant Principal Role 
As mentioned in the newsletter previously, Mr Parkes will be taking leave for all of Term 3 and the first four weeks 

of Term 4.  During his absence, the Leadership Team consisting of Mr Staley, Mrs Garmey, Mrs Pesina and  

Mrs Arthur will be taking it in turns to work in the Assistant Principal role.  Each of these leaders will be released 

from their class for a period of 3 to 4 weeks to fulfil this role.  This will be a great opportunity for our leadership 

team to experience this role, work with myself and to support the school in Mr Parkes’ absence. 

 

Mrs Kerrin Yates will be employed during this time to teach 3/4 Garmey, P/1 Arthur/Rodda and 5/6 Staley whilst 

these teachers are acting in the Assistant Principal position. We are in the process of finalising arrangements for 1/2 

Pesina/Rodda and will communicate this with families early in Term 3.  

Mrs Yates worked at our school in a permanent classroom role in 2016 and 2017 and has been a regular CRT this 

year, working in all classrooms across the school.  She is very familiar with our teaching and learning programs and 

with our students and will maintain the regular routine of each classroom.  These leaders will have daily contact 

with their class during this time and will be available to support Mrs Yates when required. 

 

The Acting Assistant Principal arrangements are as follows: 

Mrs Arthur – Term 3, Weeks 4-7 

Mrs Pesina – Term 3, Weeks 8-10 

Mr Staley – Term 4, Weeks 1-4 

 

PE / Sport News   
Bike-a-thon 

This term we will be holding a Bike-a-thon as our major fundraiser.  This event will be organised using the same 

format as the CUA School Fun-Run held last year.  We will be using the same sponsorship forms, incentive prizes 

and online fundraising capabilities. The Bike-a-thon will be held on FRIDAY, 14th SEPTEMBER at the Spring 

Gully Recreation Reserve. Monies raised from this event will go towards much needed school resources and 

facilities. 

The Bike-a-thon is a fundraiser which we’ve paired with our desire to promote healthy and active lifestyles 

amongst our students. It’s all about participation and students will have a great day and be rewarded for their 

fundraising with fantastic incentive prizes. Family support is key to our fundraising success and we encourage all 

students to get involved. 

The sponsorship forms and information note has been sent home with your child this week. We ask that you read 

this information carefully with your child. Students who raise just $10 or more will receive a reward for their efforts 

in the form of an incentive prize and a ticket in our major prize raffle. In the Sponsorship Form you will also find 

many other benefits like the chance to win a family holiday to the value of $30,000.  

The Bike-a-thon is a healthy fundraiser that ensures all schools have a viable alternative to junk food fundraising. 

The event sends the right message to students about having fun while getting involved and being active. Thanks for 

supporting your child’s wellbeing and our school in raising money towards improving resources and facilities.  

 

District Athletics 
For those students who have been selected to represent the School at the District Athletics – information about this 

event (including consent/payment) will be sent to parents via the Compass Portal next week. The athletics will be 

held on Thursday, August 16th at the Flora Hill athletics track.  

 

Michael Smith - PE Co-ordinator 
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Compass Attendance and SMS to Families  
Compass is set up to automatically send a SMS to the families of students who have been marked as ‘absent 

unexplained’ for the school day or who have an ‘unexplained’ late arrival to school. Teachers mark the roll in 

classrooms at 8:45am each day. The Compass system automatically generates and sends out the SMS mid-

morning. If your child is absent or late, or is going to be absent or late, we ask that families contact the office at the 

beginning of the school day. If you know about an upcoming absence or late arrival, we always appreciate knowing 

in advance. 

 

Spare Clothing/Underwear 

We keep on hand a small supply of clothing for loan to children on those occasions when a change of clothing is 

necessary.  This clothing is only on loan and should be returned to school as soon as possible after laundering. 

Parents of children, particularly in Grades P-2, may like to send a change of clothes along to school in a named 

plastic bag which we will keep on hand should your child require a change of clothes. 

 

In particular and more importantly, we have had quite a number of “accidents” lately where a change of underwear 

has been required. 

As the spare underwear we have at school can’t be returned to school for health reasons even after being laundered, 

we are asking all parents of children in Grades P-2 to please pack a spare pair of undies in their child’s bag for 

emergencies. 

Providing these articles to children is becoming costly for the school, so your support with this is important. 

 

Lunches 

We have become increasingly concerned about children coming to school without adequate food for the day. When 

children come to school without lunch it becomes very time consuming for staff to make phone calls to parents or 

make sandwiches with very limited resources when parents cannot be contacted. A healthy, adequate lunch does 

assist children with their learning and maintains their energy levels throughout the day. Please ensure your child has 

their lunch with them every day. 

Lost Property 

The cooler mornings and warm afternoons mean that the lost property pile grows. If students have their names 

clearly printed on items of clothing, mainly jackets and windcheaters, we can return them without difficulty.  A 

large number of items are not named and this adds to the ever growing pile of lost property. 

 

Community News 

 

Kangaroo Flat Cricket Club Registration Night 

             The Kangaroo Flat Cricket Club is holding its junior registration night on the 22-8-18 at 

our social rooms, which is located below the Kangaroo Flat Sports Club, from 5.30pm to 

7.00pm. 

              We are fielding teams in the U10, U11, U12, U14, U16 & U18 age divisions we are 

also looking to field a team in the all girls competition this season. 

              Should you require further info please don't hesitate to contact Brett Scholes on 0438 

411 373 or email scholes.family@bigpond.com  
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Dental Health Week. 6 – 12 August 2018. 

For life long healthy teeth, it is essential for children to establish a good oral hygiene routine 

early in life. 

Did you know all children aged 12 and under are eligible for bulk billed basic dental services at 

Bendigo Health with no out of pocket costs? Children aged between 13 and 17 can access our 

services if they have a Health Care Card, Pensioner Concession Card or if they are eligible for 

the Child Dental Benefit Scheme through Medicare. 

Phone 5454 7994 to make an appointment for your child or for more information. 
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