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Principal Awards – Grades Five AND Six 
William M – 5/6 Daenke: William has shown an admirable attitude towards continuous improvement in his 

classwork. He is focused on achieving personal goals to take his learning to the next level. Will’s recent Cold Write 

was a demonstration of his best writing to date. Keep striving for more Will! 

Wil S – 5/6 Hartney: Wil is an extremely friendly and hardworking student who is always looking to achieve 

 his best. He works well with his peers and is a valued member of the classroom, with an excellent attitude 

 towards learning. 
James B – 5/6 Staley: for making a huge effort to increase his participation in all subject areas and take pride in the 

work he completes in class. 

Sophia M– 5/6 Stevens: for demonstrating persistence with her learning. Sophia uses a variety of strategies when 

undertaking new learning tasks and is always prepared to try new things. Top effort, Sophia! 

 

VALUE TREE AWARDS 
  Friendliness: Jesse K 

Personal Achievement: Lincoln P 

Responsibility: Izabelle H, Annalise L, Will M, Keely M, Bella S, Grace W 

 

Sports award 
Sebastian B – 5/6 Staley: for his enthusiastic participation in Physical Education and his 

outstanding sportsmanship. 

 

Art Award 
Thomas S – Prep Floyd: Thomas demonstrated fantastic listening skills in Art, which helped him to create a 

stunning reverse painting of an Emu!  Excellent work Thomas. 

 

LOTE AWARd 
Emily E-C – 1/2 McClellan:  Emily has demonstrated a great improvement in her ability to focus and participate in 

our German sessions. Keep it up, Emily! 

 

 

Principal: Mr. Francis Trezise 
Acting Assistant Principal: Mr Luke Staley 

School Council President: Mrs. Fiona Martin 

Reminder Events 
Halloween Disco – Friday, 2nd November – 

 6.00pm – 8.00pm 

T20 Blast Cricket Tournament – Monday, 5th 

November – 9.30am – 2.30pm 

2019 Prep Parent Information Session – Wednesday, 

7th November – 6.30pm – 7.30pm 

 

Several permission notes and payments are due: 
Grade 5: Melbourne Museum due 9th November 

Grade 3/4: Camp Curumbene due 9th November 

 

 

Our Values 
RESPECT – Valuing self, all others, property and the environment 
FRIENDLINESS – Interacting with all others in an open and welcoming manner 
PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT – Striving to be the best we can 
TEAM SPIRIT – Working together so we can learn from each other and all do our best 
FAIRNESS – Being fair in everything we do 
RESPONSIBILITY – Being relied upon to be honest, and do the right thing for yourself and the community 
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Diary Dates 

  

2018   

   

Term 4   

November   

Friday, 2nd 1.30am – 2.30pm 

6.00pm – 8.00pm 

Grade 6 Transition Sport – Strathfieldsaye Primary School 

Parent Club Halloween Disco 

Monday, 5th 9.15am – 2.30pm 

6.30pm – 8.00pm 

T20 Blast Cricket Tournament – Selected students 

Education and Community Development Subcommittee meeting 

Wednesday, 7th 1.30pm – 2.30pm 

6.30pm – 7.30pm 

Choir workshop with BSE singers 

2019 Prep Parent Information Session 

Friday, 9th 8.25am – 5.10pm 

1.30am – 2.30pm 

Grade 5 Melbourne Museum Excursion 

Grade 6 Transition Sport – Spring Gully Recreation Reserve 

Wednesday, 14th 

– Friday, 16th 

8.30am 

                3.15pm 

Grade 4 Camp Curumbene 

Wednesday, 14th 7.00pm Parent Club Meeting 

Monday,19th 6.30pm – 7.00pm 

7.00pm – 7.30pm 

7.30pm 

Grounds/Landscape/Buildings Subcommittee  meeting 

Accountability & Management Subcommittee meeting 

General School Council meeting 

Tuesday, 20th 8.00am – 4.30pm Prep and Prep/1 Arthur Ecolinc Excursion – Bacchus Marsh 

Thursday, 22nd 9.00am – 10.00am 2019 Prep Transition Day 1 

Grade 5-6 Excursion BSE Production Ulumbarra Theatre 

Friday, 23rd  Prep and Prep/1 Arthur Ecolinc  - Frogs Up Close 

Wednesday, 28th 9.00am – 11.00am 2019 Prep Transition Day 2 

Friday, 30th 9.00am – 11.00am 

1.30am – 2.30pm 

Junior School Athletics 

Grade 6 Transition Sport – Spring Gully Recreation Reserve 

December   

Monday, 3rd 6.30pm – 8.30pm  Education and Community Development Subcommittee meeting 

Monday, 3rd – 

Friday, 14th 

 Prep – 6 Swimming Program 

Thursday, 6th  Christmas Gathering 

Monday, 10th  Grade 6 Transition Sports - BSE 

Tuesday, 11th 9..00am – 12.45pm 2019 Prep Transition Day 3 

2019 Year 7 Transition Day 

Tuesday, 18th 6.00pm – 8.30pm  School Council Meetings (Combined) 

 

        Every Week 

          Tuesday and Thursday – Lunch time – Coding Club 

and Chess Club (Grades 3-6) 

                Wednesday and Friday 8.15am – 8.45am – Early Morning T20 Blast Cricket (Grades 3-6) 

          Wednesday 3.30pm - 4.30pm – German Club (Prep-2) 

          Friday 9am - Fresh Fruit Friday 

                 
2019 TERM DATES 

Term 1 - January 29 (school teachers start) – April 5 

Term 2 - April 23 – June 28 

Term 3 - July 15 – September 20 

Term 4 - October 7 – December 20 
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From the Principal    

 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

World Teachers’ Day 

World Teachers’ Day was celebrated across Australia last Friday.  Thank you to the dedicated teachers we have at 

Spring Gully Primary School. 

 

Parent Survey Results 

The results from our Parent Opinion Survey were recently released by the Department. The survey asked questions 

relating to 18 key areas, including the way we manage student behaviour, school connectedness, effective teaching, 

expectations from our students, as well as our teacher communication, learning/physical/school environment, pride 

& confidence, amongst many other things. Our parents gave a positive response of 80% or higher in 17 of the 18 

key areas, which was very pleasing and good recognition of the time and effort our staff put into their roles here at 

school. Our highest overall score was 97% for General Satisfaction. 

 

We also received a number of positive comments, along with some great suggestions for how we can improve what 

we are doing.  Many thanks to all the parents who took the time to complete this survey. 

 

Ballarat Wildlife Park - Preps 
I am pleased that our Prep children had a great trip to the Ballarat Wildlife Park last Friday. The students and 

teachers had some fun stories to share on their return. I’m sure an early night was had by all! 

 

Staffing Update  
I would like to congratulate Miss Beth Haxby and Mrs Kate Murphy who were recently appointed to advertised 

classroom teaching positions at our school for 2019. We are sure both Beth and Kate will continue to do a 

wonderful job at our school in 2019. We would also like to welcome back Miss Ashlea Lockett to Spring Gully in 

2019. Ashlea was granted leave this year and has spent the past 12 months teaching in New Zealand. She has 

indicated that she will be returning in 2019. 

 

Our grade structures and grade placements for 2019 will be shared with School Council at our next meeting. I will 

then place these in our newsletter. Teacher placements will also be made available at this time, although the Prep 

team will be confirmed early next week to better facilitate the transition process. 

 

Halloween Disco - SECOND CHANCE! 

As mentioned on Compass recently, due to numerous inquiries, I have decided to offer cash entry for those children 

who missed out on purchasing tickets for the Halloween Disco this Friday.  Thanks to Parent Club for supporting 

this decision.  Further details are below: 

* Cash entry of $5 on the night for those that missed the Compass permission/payment - Please have the correct 

amount. 

* Parent/Carer must sign their child in/out on the night. 

* The disco starts at 6pm and ends at 8pm sharp. 

* No party packs will be available for purchase on the night. 

 

Thanks for supporting our Parent Club.  This will be their second last event of 2019.  With all current Parent Club 

members stepping down from their official positions at the end of the year, please show your support by 

attending.  We may not have a Halloween Disco next year! 

 

Remembrance Day – Sunday 11th November  
At 11:00am on 11th November each year, a minute’s silence is traditionally observed to remember those who have 

died or suffered in wars and conflicts around the world.  

 

Sunday 11th November 2018 commemorates the 100th anniversary of Remembrance Day.  

 

Given that Remembrance Day falls on a weekend this year, we will hold a minute’s silence at school on Friday 

November 9th at 11.00am.  

 

RSL poppies, pins and bracelets are available for purchase from the office. 
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“Lest We Forget” RSL Poppy Appeal 

We are pleased to be able to assist the RSL with the selling of poppies.  We have on sale poppies for 50cents, pin 

poppies $1, pin poppies on card for $2 or $5 each, wristbands for $3 each and bag tags for $4 each.  Items can be 

purchased from the office. 

 

2019 Prep Information Evening 

We will be holding our Prep Information Evening next Wednesday at 6.30pm.  This session is being held for the 

parents of our confirmed 2019 Preps and will take place in the new Junior Building.  The aim of the evening will be 

to provide information to parents that will assist in making their child’s transition into school life as smooth as 

possible. 
            
Francis Trezise 
Principal 

 

From the Acting Assistant Principal  

 

There is no safe number of days for missing school.  

Every day counts. 
Week 3 of Term 4 

83% total school wide attendance 

84% school wide attendance (not including absences relating to illness or medical) 

Congratulations to our 3 classes who received this weeks Early Bird Awards for Zero late arrivals; 
 Prep Floyd, Prep Arthur and 1/2 Pesina.  

 
Cyber Topic of the Week: Explaining the News to Our Kids 
Dramatic, disturbing news events can leave parents speechless. These age-based tips on how to talk to kids about 

the news -- and listen, too -- can help. 

By Caroline Knorr  

If it bleeds, it leads. The old newsroom adage about milking stories for sensationalism seems truer than ever today. 

And with technology doing the heavy lifting -- sending updates, tweets, posts, and breaking news alerts directly to 

our kids' phones -- we parents are often playing catch-up. Whether it's wall-to-wall coverage of the latest natural 

disaster, a horrific mass shooting, a suicide broadcast on social media, or a violent political rally, it's nearly 

impossible to keep the news at bay until you're able to figure out what to say. The bottom line is that elementary 

school-aged kids and some middle schoolers have trouble fully understanding news events. And though older teens 

are better able to understand current events, even they face challenges when it comes to sifting fact from opinion -- 

or misinformation. 

No matter how old your kids are, threatening or upsetting news can affect them emotionally. Many can feel 

worried, frightened, angry, or even guilty. And these anxious feelings can last long after the news event is over. So 

what can you do as a parent to help your kids deal with all this information? 

Addressing News and Current Events: Tips for all kids 

Consider your own reactions. Your kids will look to the way you handle the news to determine their own 

approach. If you stay calm and rational, they will, too. 

Take action. Depending on the issue and kids' ages, families can find ways to help those affected by the news. Kids 

can write postcards to politicians expressing their opinions; families can attend meetings or protests; kids can help 

assemble care packages or donate a portion of their allowance to a rescue/humanitarian effort. Check out websites 

that help kids do good. 
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More from this article can be found here https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/explaining-the-news-to-our-

kids     

Luke Staley 

Acting Assistant Principal 

staley.luke.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

 

Respectful Relationships 
This week, our students have continued to explore how we solve problems. Students have been taking part in role 

plays of scenarios from the workbook and some of their own creation. The idea behind roleplaying these skills is 

that students learn to think spontaneously and creatively, whilst developing their communication skills (being 

conscious of what they are saying and how they are speaking).  

 

Specialist Staff Information    
PE / Sport News 

 
State Athletics 

 

            
 
Early Morning T20 Blast Cricket Tournament    
Our Early Morning/Lunchtime T20 Cricket Tournament has begun. All players have been placed into a team and a 

fixture has been put up on display. Players need to ensure that they know when their teams is playing and be at 

school by 8.15am on those days. 

Next week’s games are: 

Tuesday 6th – Teams 5 vs Team 6 

Wednesday 7th – Team 1 vs Team 6 

Thursday 8th – Team 3 vs Team 2 

 

T20 Blast Cricket - School Cup   

Good luck to the students who have been selected to represent the school at the Bendigo T20 Blast Cricket Primary 

School Cup next Monday. SGPS will have 2 Boys teams and 2 Girls teams playing at Strathdale Park. The teams 

will play 3 Round Robin games and a final each. Winning teams from this day will go on to represent our region in 

Shepparton later this term. Play starts at 9.30am. 

 

Grade 6 Interschool Sport 

Throughout Term 4 our grade 6 students will be playing sports (Cricket and Handball) against other schools in our 

district. As with the Term 2 sports - the main purpose of this competition is to allow our students to mix with others 

from Bendigo South East feeder schools, whilst enjoying the benefits of playing team sports. The sports will 

culminate in a transition day at BSE at the end of the term. 

 

A bus has been organised for our ‘Away’ games and parents are more than welcome to attend. Below is a schedule 

of events with all games going from approx. 1.30pm to 2.30pm. 

 

Week 4 – Friday 2nd November - Strathfieldsaye (home) V Spring Gully/Axedale 

 

Week 5 – Friday 9th November - Spring Gully/Axedale (home) V Quarry Hill/Eppalock 

 

Well done to Allie Guillou who represented the school at the State 

Athletics Championships in Melbourne on Monday. Allie finished 

14th on the State for the 12 Years Girls 100m race. 

Outstanding effort Allie! 
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Week 8 – Friday 30th November - Spring Gully/Axedale (home) V Kennington 

 

Week 10 – Monday 10th- BSE to run a tabloid sport rotation – TBC 

 

Further information, including cost and consent, has been placed on Compass. 

Michael Smith - PE Co-ordinator 

 

 

German News 

 
Tipp- Kick Championship 2018 

Tipp- Kick is a table top soccer game from Germany that is popular with the students. 

Every year the grade 5 & 6 students battle it out to become the Spring Gully Primary School Tipp- Kick champions. 

This year’s champions were Lachie, Mitch and Logan in 5/6 Stevens. 

 

General 
 

 
Active Travel News 
Walk/Ride/Scoot to School – keep up the habit!  
Walk to School month officially draws to a close tomorrow – I hope everyone has been filling in the classroom 

calendars, so the numbers I’ve seen walking, riding and scooting every day make it into the official tally!   

 

The idea of Walk to School month is to build a habit of getting to school under your own steam on a regular basis. 

Spring Gully already has a pretty healthy active travel culture, but it definitely seems to have stepped up a notch 

this month.  

If this was the first time your family has given it a go, well done! Now that you’ve set up a habit, you might find 

you can keep the new routine going. Every trip you walk, ride or scoot (even part way) means fewer cars around 

our school and kids who are engaging with their world. 
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Streets for People: Future Movers 2nd – 15th November  
Do you want safer streets for our children? As Bendigo grows, we face challenges in everyday travel for work, 

school, shopping and recreation. What are the issues for you? How will your children get around in the future? All 

voices are welcome in this conversation about how we make everyday travelling safer and more enjoyable for all. 

Register for this free Outside the Square event at www.makeachange.org.au/event/streets-for-people/ 

 

Nicola Dunnicliff-Wells    (Active Travel Co-ordinator) 

  

   
 

Parent Club News  

Next Meeting –Wednesday, 14th November at Samantha’s house. 
Please ask if you need the address. We welcome new members and are very grateful for the 

parents and special people that come along to support the kids by being a part of Parent Club. 

 

Halloween Disco - Friday 2nd November 
As per previous Compass notification, school has allowed for those that missed out on registering to pay cash on 

the night. It is $5 entry. Due to time constraints, no additional party packs are available to purchase.  There will also 

be a queue to sign in the children, so you may want to arrive a little earlier.  Please see the Compass alert for more 

details. The Halloween Disco is tomorrow and we can’t wait to see you all dressed up.  We are always looking for 

volunteers to help with the set-up, running and clean-up of the disco. If you can help with please let us know. 

 
Christmas Gathering Thursday 6th December  
The annual Christmas gathering is fast approaching.  Pizza will be available on the night. Cold drinks will be 

available as well. More details to follow. 

 
Fresh Fruit Friday  
Urgent call out for volunteers. Fresh Fruit Friday begins again tomorrow. We need parent helpers to help on Friday 

mornings with this activity. If you are able to go on a roster or pop in whenever you can please send us a message 

via Facebook page or let office know.  Thanks in advance for your support.   
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Current Position Holders 

Our current Parent Club will be stepping down from their positions at the end of this year after a busy couple of 

years.  The positions of President, Secretary and Treasurer will be vacated. There are opportunities for parents to 

get involved so if you are interested, please let us know or speak to Francis for more information.  

 

Stay in touch with Parents Club activities through the newsletter, Compass and via Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/SpringGullyParentsClub 

             

Repeats Notices 
From the Principal    
2019 Placement Requests     

Throughout the rest of October and November we will continue to work on our class structures and student 

combinations for next year.   

 

In the past we have worked to ensure friendship groups remain together in some capacity, however it is equally 

important to recognise the need to establish productive environments that support learning, as well as maintaining 

or building new friendship groups.  If there are any concerns about friendship placements for students in 2019, 

please let me know in writing or via email trezise.francis.c@edumail.vic.gov.au by Friday, 9th November.  No late 

requests will be considered.  Please note that it is not possible for parents to request specific teachers as it would be 

impossible to accommodate all requests.  Our process is to develop matched classroom groups based on social and 

educational needs, and then we match teachers to each class.  In this way all classes are developed equally.   

 

Currently we do not know who will be teaching which grades next year and several factors will determine how this 

is finally decided.  We are presently in the process of finalising recruitment and this will determine our final 

workforce for 2019.  Our Prep teachers will be confirmed before the Prep Information Night on Wednesday, 7th 

November. 

 
Prep Enrolments for 2019  

Thank you to those families that have enrolled their child.  Information regarding our Prep transition sessions are as 

follows: 

  

Information Evening  

Wednesday, 7th November – 6.30pm-7.30pm 

Information regarding additional orientation opportunities will be provided at this session. 

 

Transition Program Dates  

Wednesday, 22nd November – 9.00am-10.00am  

Wednesday, 28th November – 9.00am-11.00am 

Tuesday, 11th December – 9.00am-12.45pm 

     
Capital Works Project Update 

The old Junior Building is gone!  Now that it has been removed we are starting to get a good idea of what it will be 

like to have a central courtyard.  Although I can picture this area in my head, I can’t wait for it to be completed 

early next year.  It will be a real feature of our school. 

 

Some approximate timelines for this space and other projects are as follows: 

* February 2019 – Central courtyard and boardwalks completed. 

* February 2019 – Manya Building (PE Building) completed. 

* February/March 2019 – Grade 3/4 Building extension/changes begin. 

* July 2019 – Administration Building and Grade 3/4 Building completed. 

 

Please note: Other landscaping works will take place but I don’t have accurate dates for these. 
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Specialist Staff Information  
PE / Sport News 

Swimming Program 

This year our Swimming Program will be held during this term at the Peter Krenz Leisure Centre, Eaglehawk on 

the following dates: 

 

GROUP 1  

Grades Prep, 5, 6, and 3/4 Crawford 

 

Mon 3rd Dec 

 

Tues 4th Dec 

 

Wed 5th Dec 

 

Thurs 6th Dec 

 

Fri 7th Dec 

 

 

 

GROUP 2 

Grades 1,2,3, and 4 

 

Mon 10th Dec 

 

Wed 12th Dec 

 

Thurs 13th Dec 

 

Fri 14th Dec 

 

Tues 18th Dec 

 

The students will complete five sessions with a fully qualified Austswim teacher from the Leisure Centre. Each 

session will be of 40 minutes duration. As this program forms part of the Health and Physical Education 

curriculum, it is important for all students to attend and take part in the lessons.  

In order to place students in swimming groups appropriate to their level, all new students to Spring Gully PS in 

2018 (including all Prep students) will receive a skill competence assessment checklist. We ask parents/carers to 

complete, as accurately as they can, this form and return it to school as soon as possible so that we can start to 

organise the groups. Students who completed the swimming program in 2017 do not need to complete this 

form as they have already been placed in a group based on last year’s results. 

Further information, including confirmation of the cost and exact times, will be sent home in the coming weeks. 
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Community News 
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