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Principal Awards – Grades Five AND Six 
Allie G – 5/6 Daenke: Allie has had a fantastic semester. She has really stepped up her enthusiasm for learning and 

giving things her best efforts. Allie has worked particularly well in all STEM challenges and in Readers’ Notebook. 

Thank you Allie for leading the way this semester.  

 Mason C – 5/6 Hartney: for improvement he has made in his writing through all the Big Writes and VCOP sessions. 

Mason is more confident in his approach to writing. He is including more complex connectives and is beginning to 

provide additional information or description for the reader. 
Sarah M-McN – 5/6 Staley: Sarah leads by example in our classroom. She takes ownership of her learning, always 

works to achieve her best and encourages those around her to do the same. 

Harry R– 5/6 Stevens: for contributing to others’ learning by respecting and recognising their viewpoints and 

offering insightful opinions of his own. Well done, Harry! 

 

VALUE TREE AWARDS 
  No Awards This Week 

 

Sports award 
Tom K – 5/6 Daenke: for his enthusiastic participation in Physical Education and his 

outstanding sportsmanship. 

 

Art Award 
Tasman C – 1/2 Vernon: Tasman created a stunning image of Queen Elizabeth I using a range of papers and 

techniques. Simply superb, Tasman! 

LOTE AWARd 
Laithan S – 1/2 Pesina: for his positive attitude and excellent work in German class. 

 

Music AWARD 
Ava K – 5/6  Hartney: Ava showed persistence and confidence when learning an instrumental piece on the marimba. 

 

Principal: Mr. Francis Trezise 
Assistant Principal: Mr Brett Parkes 

School Council President: Mrs. Fiona Martin 

Reminders: 
Friday, 23rd November 

Prep and Prep/1 Arthur Ecolinc – Frogs Up Close 

 

Christmas Raffle Donations 
Please bring donations such as non-perishable festive food 

items, wrappings, something homemade, small gifts, napkins 

or table decorations to the office by  

Wednesday 5th December.   

Many Thanks!  

Raffle tickets and money due by Friday, 30th November. 

 

 

 

Our Values 
RESPECT – Valuing self, all others, property and the environment 
FRIENDLINESS – Interacting with all others in an open and welcoming manner 
PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT – Striving to be the best we can 
TEAM SPIRIT – Working together so we can learn from each other and all do our best 
FAIRNESS – Being fair in everything we do 
RESPONSIBILITY – Being relied upon to be honest, and do the right thing for yourself and the community 
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Diary Dates 

  

2018   

   

Term 4   

November   

Friday, 23rd  Prep and Prep/1 Arthur Ecolinc  - Frogs Up Close 

Wednesday, 28th 9.00am – 11.00am 2019 Prep Transition Day 2 

Thursday, 29th  Buy a bale fundraiser 

Friday, 30th 9.00am – 11.00am 

1.30am – 2.30pm 

Junior School Athletics 

Grade 6 Transition Sport – Spring Gully Recreation Reserve 

December   

Monday, 3rd 6.30pm – 8.30pm  Education and Community Development Subcommittee meeting 

Monday, 3rd – 

Friday, 14th 

 Prep – 6 Swimming Program 

Thursday, 6th 4.30pm – 7.00pm Christmas Gathering 

Monday, 10th 11.15am – 2.30pm Grade 6 Transition Sports - BSE 

Tuesday, 11th 9.00am – 12.45pm 

 

9.00am 

2019 Prep Transition Day 3 

2019 Year 7 Transition Day 

Netbooks and chargers collected from all students in Grades 3 to 6 

Wednesday, 12th 11.00am 

7.00pm 

Parent Helpers/Volunteers Morning Tea 

Parent Club Meeting 

Tuesday, 18th 6.00pm – 8.30pm  School Council Meetings (Combined) 

Thursday, 20th  Grade 6 Graduation 

Friday, 21st 9am - 1pm 

1.30pm 

Grade 6 End of Year Celebration 

End of Term 4 

 

        Every Week 

          Tuesday and Thursday – Lunch time – Coding Club 

and Chess Club (Grades 3-6) 

                Wednesday and Friday 8.15am – 8.45am – Early Morning T20 Blast Cricket (Grades 3-6) 

          Wednesday 3.30pm - 4.30pm – German Club (Prep-2) 

          Friday 9am - Fresh Fruit Friday 

                 
2019 TERM DATES 

Term 1 - January 29 (school teachers start) – April 5 

Term 2 - April 23 – June 28 

Term 3 - July 15 – September 20 

Term 4 - October 7 – December 20 

 

From the Principal    

 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

Who’s Teaching Where?    

All staff will receive confirmation of their teaching roles for 2019 by the end of the day tomorrow.  I’ll include 

details in next week’s newsletter.  I’ll also include details around our general workforce planning next week, as we 

are still fine tuning a few things. 

 

Prep Transition – Day 1 

Although I was busy teaching some of our current Prep children this morning, I have been told that the first 

transition session for our 2019 intake went extremely well.  I know our Prep team are already feeling very excited 

about helping these children reach their potential next year, while having lots of fun along the way. 
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2019 Class Placements  

Soon we will be asking the students to give us the names of up to five other students that they believe they could 

work well with in a class next year. We will use this information to assist us in determining our class lists. 

However, given that we aim to ensure that each class has a balanced number of boys and girls, academic 

performance, and so on, we can only ensure that each child has at least one of his/her suggested student’s in the 

class. 

 

Our teachers are very thorough in completing this process and always focus on catering the best teaching and 

learning environment for all students. 

 

School Council Summary 

Our November School Council meeting was held on Monday.  Many items were discussed and ratified, including: 

 

Recruitment  

A recruitment process that was completed recently has resulted in Ms Beth Haxby and Mrs Kate Murphy being 

appointed to a 12 month fixed-term contract. As part of this process, Ms Kirsty Rankin was also appointed to a 12 

month fixed-term contract.  Kirsty is an experienced teacher, having taught at Girgarre Primary School for the last 

10 years.  She will be participating in our transition activities leading up to next year.  Ms Maddy Vernon and Mr 

Corey Greer were offered contract ‘rollovers’, resulting in a further 12 month fixed-term contract.  

 

Other staffing changes for 2019 are as follows: 

- Mrs Merle Hopman will retire at the end of the year, however, she will continue to teach our Choir.  I will 

thank Mrs Hopman for her wonderful contribution to our school in an upcoming newsletter. 

- Mrs Lauren Starr will return from family leave at an equivalent fulltime fraction of 0.5.  She will be 

providing literacy intervention support each day in the Junior School until 12.15pm. 

- Mrs Jane Rodda will be increasing from 2 days per week (0.4) to 3 days per week (0.6).  She will be 

sharing a classroom with a soon to be appointed teacher. 

- Mrs Jan Alexander will be reducing her teaching commitments from 0.5 to 0.4.  She will be teaching a 

specialist class to all Prep and Grade 1/2 classes, as well as providing literacy intervention support in the 

Junior School.   

- Ms Ash Lockett will return from New Zealand at the start of 2019.   

- Ms Madie Floyd has been granted 12 months leave so that she can teach in the UK during 2019. 

- We are currently advertising for two Educational Support (ES) positions.  One will be replacing Mrs Peta 

Dougall, who is currently filling an Administrative Assistant role at Kalianna School.  The other position 

will be to replace Ms Emily Ludeman, who will be taking family leave at the beginning of 2019. 

 

Learning Specialists 

As part of the current agreement between DET and the AEU, approximately 3000 Learning Specialist roles were 

created across Victoria.  Learning specialists are highly skilled classroom practitioners who continue to spend the 

majority of their time in the classroom delivering high-quality teaching and learning and have a range of 

responsibilities related to their expertise, including teaching demonstration lessons, observing and providing 

feedback to other teachers and facilitating school-based professional learning. 

 

Our two Learning Specialists in 2018, Kristy Pesina and Luke Staley, have been offered a further 12 months in 

these roles.  At the end of 2019, we will need to advertise these two positions externally. 

 

Classroom Structures for 2019 

Our classroom structures for 2019 will be as follows:  

Prep x 3 classes of 19 

Grade 1/2 x 4 classes of 26 

Grade 3/4 x 5 classes of 23 

Grade 5/6 x 5 classes of 24 
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Classes Placement for 2019 

Junior Building  

Prep x 3 

Grade 1/2 x 2 

 

5-Mod Building  

Grade 1/2 x 2  

 

Current 3/4 Building  

Grade 3/4 x 3 

 

Potable Building  

Grade 3/4 x 2  

 

BER Building  

Grade 5/6 x 5 

 

The three grades in the current 3/4 building will need to be relocated for approximately 4 months to allow the 

capital works project to continue. 

 

Grade Placements  

The process for grade placement was outlined with School Council. Not all requests can be fully met but our staff 

are best placed to make decisions that are for the benefit of all students. No changes will be made to class lists once 

finalised.  

 

Indicative SRP and School Budget  

Our budgeting process for 2019 started some weeks ago. All budget requests are now in. Judy, Brett and I have 

considered a draft budget and this was presented to School Council. 

 

Annual Implementation Plan  

We began writing our draft Annual Implementation Plan for 2019 a few weeks ago.  This document will be 

finalised in the coming weeks and needs to be endorsed by School Council at our December meeting. 

 

Capital Works Project 

The landscape plans have been given to Fairbrother for pricing.  I hope to be able to share these soon. 

 

2019 Fees and Levies  

School Council approved the following levies and voluntary contributions for 2019:  

• Landscape Development Fund - $10, $20, $50, $100 or ‘Other’ dollar amount per family (Voluntary Financial 

Contribution)  

• Educational Resource Levy (Voluntary Financial Contribution) – Suggested $80 per child or $160 maximum for 

two or more children) in Grades P-6.  

• Computer software for educational use (Essential Educational item) – Grades Prep – 2 $40 per child, Grades 3 & 

4 $50 per child, Grades 5 & 6 $50 per child.  

• Netbook Levy - Grades 3, 4, 5 & 6 (Essential Educational item) - $140  

 

Final day of 2018 – early dismissal & final assembly 

The final school day for Spring Gully PS students will be Friday, 21st December. Parents should note the earlier 

finishing time of 1.15pm.   

The final assembly for 2018 will commence at 1.00pm.  Students will be dismissed from the assembly area at 

1.15pm.  

                                                                
Francis Trezise 
Principal 
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From the Assistant Principal   

 

Cyber Topic of the Week: Cyber Topic of the Week:  
How to Protect Your Child from "Fortnite" Scams 
The popular game has become an easy way for scammers to trick kids into sharing way too much information.  

 

You were just getting used to your kid's obsession with Fortnite, and now, all you hear about is V-Bucks. V-Bucks, 

like Robux on Roblox, are Fortnite's in-game currency. Players use them to buy the fun "skins" (characters and 

outfits) and "emotes" (those hilarious dances like "Flossing" and "Take the L") that kids will say they totallyneed to 

make Fortnite even cooler. For the record: You don't need V-Bucks to play Fortnite, and if you do spring for them, 

they cost real money. Also, online scammers are all over V-Bucks. 

Fortnite's incredible popularity among kids has made it an easy target for rip-off artists trying to make some actual 

bucks while the game is hot. A recent study from online security company ZeroFox discovered more than 4,700 

fake Fortnite websites, and the company sent out more than 50,000 security alerts about Fortnite scams in a single 

month. Kids are particularly vulnerable to requests to turn over personal information, including names and email 

addresses or even credit card numbers.  

Read on to find out how you can spot the scam and protect your kids. 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/how-to-protect-your-kid-from-fortnite-scams 

 

Ecolink - Prep & P/1 Excursion 

I was lucky enough to accompany the Prep and P/1 students on their excursion to Ecolink on Tuesday. I thought I 

knew a bit about minibeasts before I left, but boy was I wrong! I learnt heaps of new things! Our students were 

highly engaged throughout the day and their behaviour was outstanding. Thanks to the Prep Team for their 

organisation and  for inviting me to come along.  

Brett Parkes 

Assistant Principal 

parkes.brett.b@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships 
Our Respectful Relationships session this week involved students describing commonly occurring problem 

situations. Their peers then took on different roles to help find solutions to these problems. 

 

Specialist Staff Information    
PE / Sport News 
Early Morning/Lunchtime Cricket Competition. 

Our Early Morning/Lunchtime T20 Cricket Tournament has begun. All players have been placed into a team and a 

fixture has been put up on display. Players need to ensure that they know when their team is playing and be at 

school by 8.15am on those days. 

Next week’s games are: 

 

Friday 23rd – Team 1 vs Team 3 

 

There is no safe number of days for missing school.  
Every day counts. 

Week 6 of Term 4 
90% total school wide attendance 

94% school wide attendance (not including absences relating to illness or medical) 

There were 79 late arrivals in Week 6. 
There were no Early Bird Awards for classes with zero late arrivals in Week 6. 
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Tuesday 27th – Team 2 vs Team 4 

 

Wednesday 28th – Team 1 vs Team 5 

 

Thursday 29th – Team 2 vs Team 6 

    

 

T20 Blast School Cricket Tournament  

Well done to all of the students who represented the school on Monday at the T20 Blast Bendigo Primary Schools 

Cricket Tournament. This year we entered 4 teams – 2 boys teams and 2 girls teams. 

 

Our Boys and Girls ’Division 1’ Teams had a particularly successful day. They both won all of their Round Robin 

games and finished 2nd overall in the competition after losing their respective Grand Finals to St. Killian’s PS. This 

was an outstanding effort given the standard of the competition.  

The Division 2 Boys and Girls ‘2’ teams both won 2 of their 4 games and displayed a great deal of improvement as 

the day progressed. For many of these players, this was their first time playing in a competition such as this and 

they all had an enjoyable day. Thanks to Ms Hartney (Div. 2 Girls), Nathan Francis (Div. 2 Boys), Campbell Smith 

(Div. 1 Girls) and Paddy Murphy (Div. 2 Boys) for coaching these teams on the day. 

I would like to congratulate all of the students for the sportsmanship and skill that they displayed throughout the 

day. It was a pleasure to take such a well behaved and dedicated group of players.    
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Michael Smith - PE Co-ordinator                

 

News from the Art Room 
 

 
 

Shannon Leed    

Art Specialist 

 

mailto:ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.sgps.vic.edu.au/


Spring Gully Primary School, 104-110 Spring Gully Road, Bendigo, 3550.   

PO Box 310, Strathdale, 3550   

Phone: 54437230    Fax: 54415584                 

Email: spring.gully.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au                                      Absence Phone No. 0427840915 (SMS only) 

Website: www.sgps.vic.edu.au 

General 
Prep and Prep/1 Arthur Ecolinc Excursion 

On Tuesday the Preps and Prep/Ones went on an excursion to Ecolinc in Bacchus Marsh. We got to learn about 

Minibeasts and did some really cool activities. All the students had a great time and thankfully, we missed the crazy 

weather! 

 

“We went to Bacchus Marsh. We went on a bus. We got to watch TV on the bus. When we got there we saw some 

ants. Then we looked in compost bins then we got to make our own minibeast.” Nikita B 

 

“We looked at minibeasts like a grasshopper, slaters, spiders and headlice.” Jed K 

 

“Minibeasts are animals that don’t have backbones and they can live in water, on land or in soil.” Joni H 

 

“I learnt that dragonflies lay eggs in the water and as they grow older they grow and grow and grow and then they 

are dragon flies and then they lay eggs.” Lyra C-P 
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Active Travel News               

Mr Smith will award the mid-term active travel trophy at Monday’s assembly. Without giving too much away, I can 

say it’s been a close battle between the senior and middle school classes!  

It has been wonderful to see so many of these students leading the way with active travel: I regularly see students 

travelling together along the creek trail – it’s a perfect opportunity for social development, as well as learning to be 

independent in a relatively safe environment. 

More than 40% of Spring Gully students ride, walk or scoot to school every week – our bike racks are overflowing 

(we are looking forward to some improved bike and scooter parking next year!). I think we can all be proud of our 

strong culture of active travel to school. 

Nicola Dunn cliff-Wells    (Active Travel Co-ordinator) 

  

   
 

Parent Club News   

Next Meeting –12th December at Belinda’s house. Please ask if you need the address. We welcome new 

members and are very grateful for the parents and special people that come along to support the kids by being a part 

of Parent Club.  

Christmas Gathering  

Date: Thursday 6th December 

Venue: Spring Gully Soccer rooms (Outside) 

Time: 5pm -7.30pm  
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Our Annual Christmas Gathering is on again! It will be on Thursday 6th December. Pizza will be available on 

the night. Cold drinks and icy poles will be available as well.  

Information, order forms and options for pizza went out via Compass this week. We also sent home a paper copy 

along with raffle tickets with your youngest child. Some of you may not have received them yet as they are still 

being handed out in classrooms. 

Pizza collection from 5:15pm, concert starts at 6pm (with School Choir) and then Santa and raffle drawing from 

7pm. This is the last event of the year and includes the drawing of our Christmas Raffle.  

**We are also asking for items to be donated for our Christmas Raffle. These can be chocolate, lollies, gifts, 

consumables, decorations, books, puddings or other Christmas suitable gifts. These can be left at the office at any 

point up until Wednesday 5th December 2018. Thanking you all for your support. 

If you are able to help us with this event, please contact us via the parent club page or leave your details with the 

office for the roster.        

Fresh Fruit Friday  
Urgent call out for volunteers for Fresh Fruit Friday. We need parent helpers to help on Friday 

mornings with this activity. If you are able to go on a roster or pop in whenever you can please send us a message 

via Facebook page or let office know.  Thanks in advance for your support.   

 

Current Position Holders 

Our current Parent Club will be stepping down from their positions at the end of this year after a busy couple of 

years.  The positions of President, Secretary and Treasurer will be vacated. There are opportunities for parents to 

get involved so if you are interested, please let us know or speak to Francis for more information.  

 

Stay in touch with Parents Club activities through the newsletter, Compass and via Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/SpringGullyParentsClub 

             

Repeats Notices 
From the Principal    
 

Prep Enrolments for 2019  

Thank you to those families that have enrolled their child.  Information regarding our Prep transition sessions are as 

follows: 

  

Transition Program Dates  

Wednesday, 28th November – 9.00am-11.00am 

Tuesday, 11th December – 9.00am-12.45pm 

 

Parent Helpers/Volunteers Morning Tea 

Spring Gully Primary School values the contribution of parents/volunteers and would like to recognise these 

important contributions with a “Parent Helpers/Volunteers Morning Tea” on Wednesday, 12th of December from 

11am.  The staff would like to see the staffroom overflowing.  There is no need to bring anything other than 

yourself. 
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Respectful Relationships 
Our school has had banners made to capture the eight modules that make up the Respectful Relationships 

curriculum. Our Term 4 topic is Problem Solving and you’ll see this banner on display when you visit our office 

area. 

 

Please take the time to read this information and discuss with your children. 

 

From the Assistant Principal    
Netbooks – Important Information for Grade 3 to 6 Families 

At the end of this year our lease for the current 215 netbooks in Grades 3 to 6 expires with the finance company. 

This means that all netbooks need to be collected, inspected, reimaged and packed up to return to Melbourne by the 

end of the term. A new suite of netbooks has been ordered for the 2019/20 school years, under the same lease 

arrangements.  

So what does this mean for families? 

- Netbooks and chargers will be collected on Tuesday 11th December. This will allow our technician two 

weeks to prepare the devices for return.  

- Students are responsible for removing any data they wish to keep before Tuesday 11th December. After 

this date it will be too late.   

- Unreasonable damage to netbooks and/or missing chargers will be charged to families.The lease 

agreement states that we are expected to return the devices in ‘reasonable working condition’.  

- At the beginning of 2019, a new agreement will be offered to families of all students in Grade 3 to 6. 

Details of this agreement, including the parent contribution fee, will be shared in the coming weeks. 

- Brand new netbooks will be allocated to students in the first 2 weeks of the school year. 

Please contact me if you have any questions.   

 

Providing Permission & Payment For Events  
When providing permission for Events, such as the upcoming swimming program, please leave the medical and 

contact cells in the Event permission window blank unless you are providing details that are different to what 

we have on our records.  

 

Each time something is entered into these cells for an Event we get an automated email flagging this information. 

So for example, if someone types ‘N/A’ into the ‘Medication’ cell, we get an email alerting us to this. This is the 

same if something is entered into the 'Contact' cell. Please only put a contact number into this cell if the number is 

different to the one currently in your child's Compass profile.  

 

You can update the Compass profile at any time if you ever need to change the contact number or email.  
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Specialist Staff Information    
PE / Sport News 
Swimming Program 

Our Swimming Program will be held during this term at the Peter Krenz Leisure Centre, Eaglehawk on the 

following dates: 

 

Group 1 – Week 9 

Lesson 1 Lesson 2 Lesson 3 Lesson 4 Lesson 5 

Monday 3rd Dec Tues 4th Dec Wed 5th Dec Thurs 6th Dec Fri 7th Dec 

 

Time Grades 

9.30 – 10.10 Prep Floyd & 5/6 Staley 

10.10 – 10.50 Prep Haxby & 5/6 Daenke 

10.50 – 11.30 Prep/1 Arthur & 5/6 Stevens 

11.30 – 12.15 3/4 Crawford & 5/6 Hartney 

 

Group 2 – Week 10 & 11 

Lesson 1 Lesson 2 Lesson 3 Lesson 4 Lesson 5 

Mon 10th Dec Wed 12th Dec Thurs 13th Dec Fri 14th Dec Tues 18th Dec 

 

Time Grades 

9.30 – 10.10 1/2 McClellan & 3/4 Garmey 

10.10 – 10.50 1/2 Greer & 3/4 Murphy 

10.50 – 11.30 1/2 Vernon & 3/4 Lidgett 

11.30 – 12.15 1/2 Pesina & 3/4 Muscatello 

Further information about our Swimming Program (including payment and consent) has been placed on Compass. 

The cost of the program is $26 per child. This includes bus, pool hire and the cost of instruction. Please note that 

the school has been able to secure a ‘Sporting Schools’ grant again this year. We have also received extra funding 

via the ‘Swimming In Schools’ program. Both of these Government initiatives have enabled us to keep the costs 

down.  
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Junior School Athletics 

The Junior Athletic Sports will be held on Friday the 30th of November, 9am at the Spring Gully Cricket Oval. 

This will provide each student within grades Prep, One and Two with an opportunity to participate in a range of 

athletic events. Students will be split into six groups and will compete in their grade level for the duration of the 

day. Fun and participation are the themes of the day. Children will need to wear house colours, broad-brim hat, sun 

protection and suitable footwear for running. Children are asked to bring a water bottle, which can be refilled on the 

day. 

 
Grade 6 Interschool Sport 

Throughout Term 4 our Grade 6 students will be playing sports (cricket and handball) against other schools in our 

district. As with the Term 2 sports, the main purpose of this competition is to allow our students to mix with others 

from Bendigo South East feeder schools, whilst enjoying the benefits of playing team sports. The sports will 

culminate in a transition day at BSE at the end of the term. 

 

A bus has been organised for our ‘Away’ games and parents are more than welcome to attend. Below is a schedule 

of events with all games going from approx. 1.30pm to 2.30pm. 

 

Week 8 – Friday 30th November - Spring Gully/Axedale (home) V Kennington 

 

Week 10 – Monday 10th-  BSE to run a tabloid sport rotation – TBC 

Further information, including cost and consent, has been placed on Compass.  

Michael Smith - PE Co-ordinator 
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Community News 
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START SAVING FOR SCHOOL NOW! 
Pick up a flyer from the office, or phone 5434 3908. 
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