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Newsletter 20 – Thursday, 23rd July 2020 

Principal Awards – Grades Five AND Six 
Lisa S - 5/6 Daenke: Lisa is an asset to our class. She shares thoughtful ideas to discussions and always strives for 

her very best in all work. Lisa looks out for others and represents our school values at all times. Well done! 
Philip D – 5/6 Hartney/Smith: Philip is a positive member of our class with excellent learning habits. He 

contributes valuable ideas to class, always looks to do his best work and is prepared to challenge himself to 
make sure he is improving. 

Matilda C – 5/6 Lidgett: Matilda always puts a massive amount of effort into everything she does, creating 
entertaining writing with a great range of vocabulary. She is a responsible student who is developing her 

resilience in difficult situations. 
Eh Taw Lo C – 5/6 Lockett: for his excellent attitude towards everything he does at school. He works hard, 
displays great sportsmanship, always shows compassion for others and has a fantastic sense of humour.  

You are a superstar Eh Taw Lo! 
Maika W – 5/6 Schulz: Maika is a steady and conscientious worker in our grade. She actively contributes to class 

discussions and displays excellent work habits and time management. Maika consistently submitted 
comprehensive work to a high standard during Remote Learning. Maika is a kind, resilient and responsible 

Grade 6 student. Keep up the awesome work Maika! 

 
SCHOOL VALUE AWARDS 

Responsibility: Eloise H 
 

Sports award 
Isabella N – 5/6 Hartney/Smith: for her enthusiastic participation in Physical Education and her                          

outstanding sportsmanship. 
 

Art Award 
Elki M – Prep Pesina: Elki created a gorgeous clay nest with eggs in Art. She followed instructions beautifully 

and her artwork is excellent. Well done Elki. 

 

 

Principal: Mr. Francis Trezise 
Assistant Principal: Mr. Brett Parkes 

School Council President: Mr. Ronnie Lowe 

 

REMINDERS 
 

 

Friday, 31st July 
CURRICULUM DAY – Pupil Free 

Prep Enrolments close 

Our Values 

RESPECT: valuing self, all others, property and the environment. 
RESPONSIBILITY: being relied upon to be honest, and do the right thing for yourself and for the 

community. 

RESILIENCE: we are dedicated and focused learners, who persist when things are challenging and use 

feedback to improve our future efforts. 
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Diary Dates  

 2020  

Term 3   

July   

Monday, 27th 6.30pm – 7.00pm 
7.00pm – 7.30pm 
7.30pm – 8.00pm 

Grounds/Landscape & Building Sub-Committee Meeting 
Accountability & Management Sub-Committee Meeting 
School Council General Meeting 

Tuesday, 28th  Book Club Orders due 

Friday, 31st  CURRICULUM DAY – Pupil Free 
Prep Enrolments close 

August   

Monday, 3rd 6.30pm – 7.00pm Education & Community Development Sub-Committee Meeting 

Monday, 17th 6.30pm – 7.00pm 
7.00pm – 7.30pm 
7.30pm – 8.00pm 

Grounds/Landscape & Building Sub-Committee Meeting 
Accountability & Management Sub-Committee Meeting 
School Council General Meeting 

Friday, 28th  The Blurbs – whole school performance (incursion) 

September   

Tuesday, 8th  School Photo Day 

 
Every Week – 

         Monday lunch time – Grades 3-6 Dance Troupe 
Tuesday lunch time - Grades 3-6 Coding Club 
Wednesday lunch time – Grade 3-6 Ukulele Club & Art Room open to all student 
Friday lunch time - Grades 3-6 Chess Club 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday Lunch time - Grades Prep to 6 Kids Club 

 
From the Principal  
Dear Parents/Guardians,  
 
Prep Enrolments and Transition 
COVID-19 really has impacted in so many ways, including the normal practice for enrolling preps and supporting 
their transition into school. At this time of the year we are usually busy with conducting tours, taking enrolments 
and beginning the transition process with visits from the kinders and visits to the kinders. Term 4 would then see 
us run our usual transition program, where the children get to spend time at our school getting to know the 
teachers, their new environment and getting to make new friends. 
  

LOTE Award 
Grace C – 1/2 Arthur: Grace had a fantastic German class this week. She contributed to our class discussion and 
participated really well in our activities. Well done, Grace, and congratulations on getting the German Award for 

this week. 

 
MUSIC AWARD 

 Hunter B – 3/4 Murphy: This week we introduced marimbas and xylophones into our music room for years 3/4 
to compliment the sound of our recorders.  Hunter wins this week's award for describing how the sound on the 

xylophone is created through vibration.  Well done Hunter!    
 Samuel P – 1/2 Arthur: Sam works consistently well in music, completing all work to an excellent standard.  
Sam listens well to instructions and also is a great member of our classroom team, and always helps others.  

 Well done Sam! 
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Until recently we had hoped things would have settled enough to establish a clear way forward for the remainder 
of 2020. Unfortunately that is not the case, but we will soon be sitting down with the local kinders to discuss what 
the transition process might look like this year.  
  
It’s likely the transition program will look different to previous years, but I’m sure we will come up with some 
good plans. We understand the importance of having children start school feeling confident and comfortable and 
will do our best to achieve that within the current guidelines and advice. 
  
If you have a child to enrol in prep for 2021, please grab an enrolment form from our website, fill it out and send it 
in. Once your child is enrolled, you’ll be on the mail out list for transition updates. Please pass this message on to 
anyone else who may be in the same situation. Enrolments close next Friday, 31st July. 
  
Please feel free to give me a call if you have any questions. 
  
Parent-Teacher Interviews 
We had a great response to parent-teacher interviews held on Monday and Tuesday night. Thanks for the high 
level of interest and engagement in your child/children’s education. I know the teachers thoroughly enjoy the 
opportunity to provide a face-to-face update on your child/children’s learning progress. Thanks also to those 
parents that were not able to come in but still engaged in a phone interview or a WebEx interview. Our teachers 
also valued the opportunity to strengthen the home-school relationship, particularly given the constraints of the 
environment we currently work in. If you missed this opportunity, please talk to your child/children’s teacher/s to 
make a mutually convenient time to meet. 
  
School Review – Online Parent Survey 
As you are aware we are engaged in a Peer Review process this year, whereby we have been analysing our 
performance as a school over the past four years through the writing of a school self-evaluation. The most 
effective school self-evaluation is directly determined by the quality of the feedback we receive. Capturing a 
broad range of parent feedback is essential to this process and the future plans and direction of our school. We 
want to ensure we provide an avenue for everyone’s voice to be heard, so we invite you to complete an online 
survey. 
  
Please visit https://forms.gle/u8hGJVX4bPQqopLWA by Friday, 7th August and share your thoughts with us. It 
should take no longer than 5 minutes to complete. The information gathered will be used to help develop our 
next Strategic Plan, which will guide our school’s decisions and planning for the next four years. 
  
If you need any assistance or have questions about this process please email or call the office. 
 
Big Write and Cold Write Schedule (including Talk Homework)  
This term we will once again be able to undertake a number of Big Writes and a Cold Write as part of our writing 
program. In addition, there will be Talk Homework sent home as part of preparing for each Big Write. 
  
Big Writes: 
These writing sessions are simply a chance for your child to spend some time writing about a prompt in the genre 
that they are currently studying. 
  
During these sessions the classroom environment is changed to create a calming atmosphere that is something 
different from the day to day workings of the classroom. Typically lights are dimmed, candles lit (or turned on) 
and soft relaxing music will play.  Students have some time to read and discuss the prompt, create a plan, write 
and then edit their work. 
  
Teachers will be roving the room and supporting those students with their thinking during this time. 
  
Talk Homework: 
On the Monday before a Big Write some Talk Homework will be sent home. This will comprise of a prompt for 
families to discuss with their children. 
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The parent’s role in Talk Homework is to create the environment for their child to talk about the prompt and 
share ideas. Nothing more, nothing less! Students will then pick up on ideas to use in their Big Write session. 
  
Cold Write: 
In Week 3 your child will participate in a Cold Write. A Cold Write is exactly the same as a Big Write except a 
consistent writing prompt is used across teams on a set genre and there is no Talk Homework. Students are 
presented with the prompt on the day. 
 
New Bike and Scooter Racks 
Thanks to Nicola Dunnicliff-Wells, one of our hard working parents and school councillors, we now have a number 
of new bike racks and scooter racks. Nicola has been able to work with Bicycle Network to secure these racks at 
no cost to our school. This is another great addition to our school and one that the kids will love. You’ll note in one 
of the photos below that you can even hang your unicycle on the scooter rack! 
  
Thanks again to Nicola and Bicycle Network. 
 

    
 
Curriculum Day 
Don’t forget that next Friday is a curriculum day. This will be a pupil free day. 

 
Francis Trezise 

Principal (Francis.Trezise@education.vic.gov.au) 

 
From the Assistant Principal 
Cyber Topic of the Week: Should you read your kid’s texts? 
Dos and don’ts for sneaking a peek at your child’s phone.  
You're sitting there minding your own business when a nearby phone buzzes. U up?, it says, beckoning you closer. 
Only, it's not your phone—it's your kid's. Do you pick it up? Do you "accidentally" swipe the screen for a closer 
look? If you've made up your mind—yes, you read your kid's texts, or no, you don't—more power to you! But 
if the question prompts a cascade of conflicting emotions, self-serving justifications, and guilt, we can help. Like 
every other aspect of raising kids in the digital age, the answer is complicated. (And if your kid is "BC"—before 
mobile phones—use this as a chance to prep for the next phase.) 
Continue reading this article from CommonSense Media here: 
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/should-you-read-your-kids-texts 
 
SGPS Canteen  
In consultation with School Council, we have been working on getting our canteen up and running in 2020. Our 
school has formed a partnership with local catering small business, Fresh Five, who will be providing healthy hot 
and cold lunches and snacks when the service opens to families, hopefully in the second half of Term 3. Initially, 
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the canteen will open one day per week, which is likely to be a Thursday. Families will be able to order and pay via 
Compass. When we are a little closer to an opening date, we will provide some further details. The school is not 
focused on making a profit from the canteen; School Council values providing this as a service to our community. 
Stay tuned for more information to come soon.  
 

Brett Parkes 
Assistant Principal 
Brett.Parkes@education.vic.gov.au 

 
 

RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS 
  

This term in Respectful Relationships, 3/4JF we have been learning that everyone has different 
fears, responses and coping strategies. The students recognised the need to respect this 
diversity. 
Last week, looked at different fears and how different things bring different people joy. 
This week, sitting our ‘Yarning Circle’ we played ‘I like’ and no two students picked the same 
answer to share. The student’s responses ranged from ‘annoying my sisters’ to ‘animals’ to 
‘sushi’. The students discussed in depth the value of diversity and that being unique is what 
makes all wonderful.\ 
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Specialist Staff Information 
 

 
Music News 
Choir and Ukulele Club 
Sadly, due to Covid19 our school choir is currently on hold, and will be starting up again when it is safe to do so.   
 
While the choir is on hold, a ukulele club has been created and started this week for students in years 3-6.  The 
ukulele club is where students can come and learn to play basic ukulele chords and songs, and have some time for 
self directed learning and peer learning with their friends.  Ukulele club is running on Wednesday lunchtimes 
(second half) in the music room. 

 
Recorder Reminder 
As our year 3/4 students are now back playing recorder in the classroom, can I remind all 3/4 parents that if you 
have a recorder at home that it needs to come back to school please.   As heartbreaking as it will be to not hear 
the soft and sweet tones of the recorder at home, I'm not wanting any students to be missing out at 
school.  Thanks so much!   
 
Lena Mitchell  
Music Teacher 
 

General 
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