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Newsletter 11 – Thursday, 29th April 2021 
 

Principal Awards – Grades Prep, One & Two 
Pepper G – Prep Greer: Pepper is a kind and hardworking member of our classroom. She is always engaged 

during learning time and has grown in confidence to share her thoughts and ideas. I love how dedicated to your 
learning you are, Pepper. Well done on a brilliant start to Term 2!  

Acacia S – Prep Pesina: Acacia always applies her best efforts when completing any task or activity at school. 
She works hard, concentrates and challenges herself to improve every day. When writing, Acacia sounds out 

and chooses letters for each sound and thinks about the words she already knows how to spell.  
Great effort Acacia! 

Ruby W – Prep Vernon: Ruby is to be congratulated for the way she has worked really hard on her reading skills 
since returning to school. She has shown a wonderful example of determination, persistence, and our School 

Value Resilience. Keep working hard and being awesome, Ruby! 
Grace F – 1/2 Coatsworth: Grace is a caring and helpful student who has had a wonderful start to Grade One. 
She is always respectful towards her peers and tries her personal best in class. Grace has also been doing an 

excellent job demonstrating resilience when challenging situations arise. Keep up the great work, Grace! 
Milla F – 1/2 Floyd: Milla has shown amazing improvement in her writing. She is using interesting openers, 

exciting vocabulary and is even using speech in her writing! Keep up the great work Milla! 
Reeva C – 1/2 McClellan: Reeva shows respect to her peers and teachers everyday by always using her best 

manners, helping others without being asked and listening carefully on the floor. Keep up the great work Reeva 
- you set a wonderful example of respect and kindness! 

Izaac McE – 1/2 Rodda/Brewer: Izaac demonstrates all our School Values, Respect, Responsibility and 
Resilience. He works hard to complete activities and tries his best in everything he participates in. He 

contributes to class discussions and is always willing to help others in the classroom. Super effort Izaac! 
Alex W – 1/2 Schulz: Alex quietly goes about his work every day. He works productively and produces some 

excellent ideas. Alex is a kind and considerate student and we are lucky to have him as part of our grade. 
 Alex, you are super tall and super awesome! 

 

Sports award 
Louis F –  Prep Vernon: for his enthusiastic participation in Physical Education and his  

outstanding sportsmanship. 

 

 
Principal: Mr. Francis Trezise 

Assistant Principal: Mr. Brett Parkes 

School Council President: Mr. Ronnie Lowe 

Reminders 
Monday, 3rd May 

Grades 5 - 6 Cyber Safe Incursion 
Parenting in the Digital World (workshop) 6 - 7pm 

 https://forms.gle/FGqj7w7FKLXD5GLY7 
Tuesday, 4th May 

Grades 3 - 4 Cyber Safe Incursion 
Wednesday, 5th May 

        Division Cross Country  (selected students only)  
 

Our Values 
 

RESPECT 

RESPONSIBILITY 

RESILIENCE 
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Diary Dates  

 2021  

Term 2   

May   

Monday, 3rd  
6.00pm – 7.00pm 

Grades 5 - 6 Cyber Safe Incursion 
Parenting in the Digital World (workshop)  
Education and Community Development Subcommittee Meeting 

Tuesday, 4th  Grades 3 - 4 Cyber Safe Incursion  

Wednesday, 5th  Division Cross Country (selected students only) 

Thursday, 6th 9.30am – 1.00pm Schools Day of the Bendigo Writers Festival (selected students only) 

Friday, 7th 7.00am – 8.30am Mother’s Day Breakfast 

Tuesday, 11th  NAPLAN – Writing  Grade 3 & Grade 5 students 

Wednesday, 12th  NAPLAN – Reading  Grade 3 & Grade 5 students 

Thursday, 13th  NAPLAN – Conventions of Language  Grade 3 & Grade 5 students 

Friday, 14th  NAPLAN – Numeracy  Grade 3 & Grade 5 students 

Monday, 17th 7.00pm – 7.30pm 
7.30pm – 8.30pm 

Accountability and Management Subcommittee Meeting 
School Council General Meeting 

Sunday, 23rd – 
Saturday, 29th 

 Education Week 

Tuesday, 25th  Senior Athletic Sports – Grades 3-6 

Wednesday, 26th 6.30pm – 7.30pm Prospective Prep 2022 Parent Information session 

Thursday, 27th 9.00am – 11.00am Whole School Open Day 

Friday, 28th 9.00am – 1.00pm Open Day/Grandparents Day 

June   

Wednesday, 2nd 
- Friday, 4th 

7.15am 
               – 3.45pm 

Grade 6 Melbourne Camp 

Monday, 7th 6.00pm – 7.00pm Education and Community Development Subcommittee meeting 

Monday, 14th  Queen’s Birthday Holiday 

Monday, 21st 7.00pm – 7.30pm 
7.30pm – 8.30pm 

Accountability and Management Subcommittee Meeting 
School Council General Meeting 

 
Every Week – 

Tuesday and Wednesday at 8.15am - 8.40am - Grades 3-6 Early Morning Bat Tennis 
Monday lunch time – Grades 3-6 Dance Troupe open to all students 
Wednesday lunch time - Grades 3-6 Coding Club 
Wednesday after school – 3.30pm – 4.30pm – German Club 
Thursday lunch time - Grades 3-6 Chess Club 
Monday, Thursday, Friday Lunch time - Grades Prep to 6 Kids Club 
Tuesday and Wednesday, Lunch time - Grades Prep to 6 - Art 

 
 
 

Art Award 
Genevieve M – 1/2 Rodda/Brewer: Gen created a stunning mosaic vase with patty-pan flowers.   

Fantastic work Gen. 
 

LOTE Award 
 Hugh P – 1/2 Rodda/Brewer: Hugh demonstrated his knowledge of numbers 1 – 20 in German and shared great 

respect when helping Donna and the class with the correct pronunciation!  Thanks Hugh! 

 
MUSIC Award 

Joni H – 3/4 Crawford: As the leader of “The Nine Musketeers”, Joni did an amazing job of problem solving 
while working collaboratively to help her band members complete their task.  

 Awesome work, Joni.  Keep rockin’! 
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From the Principal 
Dear Parents/Guardians,  
 

Music Position Appointment 

I am pleased to announce the appointment of Ms Effie Hamilton to the recently advertised Music position. Ms 

Hamilton is currently teaching Music at Girton Grammar School, having commenced this role 7 years ago. As a 

classically trained flautist with a background in orchestral performance, Ms Hamilton brings with her a broad range 

of musical content knowledge that has been gained from over 10 years of music teaching experience. 

 

Ms Hamilton will commence teaching at our school on Monday, 31st May. I’m sure our whole community will 

make her feel very welcome at SGPS. 

 

Mother’s Day Breakfast 

Mr Parkes circulated some Mother’s Day Breakfast information via Compass on Tuesday. Please check this 

message, if you haven’t already done so, as we would love to have you with us for breakfast on Friday, 7 th May. 

 

Parenting in the Digital World 

The Alannah and Madeline Foundation are running this workshop for our parent community next Monday 3rd May 

from 6 to 7pm and I strongly encourage your attendance. The venue will be communicated via Compass on 

Monday, determined by numbers. Check out the short clip included as an attachment with the newsletter today. To 

book your seat, please do so here: https://forms.gle/FGqj7w7FKLXD5GLY7 

 

Francis Trezise 

Principal 

Francis.Trezise@education.vic.gov.au 
 

From the Assistant Principal 
There is no safe number of days for missing school. Every day counts. 

Friday 23rd April to Thursday 29th April (5 Days) 
Total Absences  Late Arrivals  

                                  119          49 

 
This week’s e-safe topic: 5 Signs Your Child has a Healthy Relationship with Screens. 

Do you ever worry about how much time your child spends engaged with a screen? This short clip outlines 5 signs 

to look for in determining whether your child has a healthy relationship with screens.  

To view the clip: https://www.commonsensemedia.org/videos/5-signs-your-kid-has-a-healthy-relationship-with-screens 

- CommonSense Media 

 

Parenting in the Digital World (just in case you missed it above!) 
The Alannah and Madeline Foundation are running this workshop for our parent community next Monday 3rd May 
from 6 to 7pm. The venue will be communicated via Compass on Monday, determined by numbers.  
Check out the short clip included as an attachment with the newsletter today. To book your seat, please do so 
here: https://forms.gle/FGqj7w7FKLXD5GLY7 
 
The Three Cs of Cyber Safety 
Students in Grades 3 to 6 are taking part in this workshop, presented by The Alannah and Madeline Foundation, 
next Monday 3rd and Tuesday 4th May. Permission and payment via Compass is required for your child to take 
part.  
 
Mother’s Day Activity and Breakfast 
Parent Club and Mrs Leed are facilitating the creation of a Mother’s Day gift this year. We are requesting that 
families place an order for gifts via the Canteen module in Compass. In addition to this, families can also place an 
order for Mother’s Day breakfast, taking place in the Hub on the morning of Friday 7th May from 7am to 8:30am. 
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We are using the Canteen module so that families can order and pay for the gift and for breakfast in one 
transaction. As this is a little different to how we usually use this module in Compass, please follow these steps to 
place both orders: 

1. Open the Canteen module on your phone or via a web browser. 
2. Select the sitting – Friday 7th May 
3. For each of your children, order a gift ($4) and breakfast ($3), if applicable. 
4. On one of your children’s orders, include orders for adult breakfast/s ($5). 
5. Confirm and pay. 

** If you would like an individual child to create 2 gifts, please adjust the quantity on the order. 
We would appreciate orders ASAP to assist us with planning. Orders officially close (in Compass) on Thursday 
6th May at 3:15pm.   
 
School Photos 
Some families have pass on their concerns about the quality of the portrait and sibling photos this year. I have 
passed this feedback on to Leading Image, who contacted me immediately. Leading Image are happy to replace 
the photos of any family who have concerns about the quality. Please get in contact with me if you wish to have 
your photo re-printed. 
 
SGPS Represented on ANZAC Day  
Thanks to our School Captain, Peppa B, for representing SGPS on ANZAC Day in Bendigo. Peppa laid a wreath on 
behalf of our school in memory of all of those who have fallen for our country. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brett Parkes 
Assistant Principal 
Brett.Parkes@education.vic.gov.au 
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RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS 

 

Help Seeking Scenarios 
We are currently discussing and exploring situations in our live when we may need help. This week we 
looked at a range of scenarios that we may encounter and if we thought we could handle them on our 
own, if we could handle it with some help from a friend or if we might need help form an adult. 
Some of these scenarios included: Your pencil broke while you were drawing; two of your good friends 
keep fighting and making up and fighting again; a friend of your posts an inappropriate image of 
another friend on Instagram; your little brother has an asthma attack on the way home from school. 
As you can imagine we didn’t always agree about how these problems could or should be solved. This 
generated some great discussion, which we found very valuable. 
 
“It was helpful thinking about the different scenarios and what you might need to do.” Dante A. 
 
5/6 Lidgett 
 

Specialist Staff Information 

 
 
PE / Sport News 
Goldfield & Sandhurst Division Cross Country.  
Students in Grades 3 to 6 will have the opportunity to represent the School at the G & S Division Cross Country on 
Wednesday, May 5th at the Bendigo Racecourse. 11 & 12 Years students will run 3km and 8, 9 and 10 Years will 
run 2km. This is the same as our School Cross Country.  
Entry into this competition is optional for the students and is not necessarily based on results from our School 
Cross Country (although it is recommended that the students will be able to run most of the way). Students who 
have requested to be part of this activity have received further information via the Compass portal.  

 

Early Morning Bat Tennis 

All students in Grades 3-6 are welcome to join in with bat tennis before school this term. This is taking place in the 
‘Hub’ area of the school from 8.15am on Tuesday and Wednesday mornings, until further notice. All equipment is 
provided. Please note that next Wednesday’s session will not be going ahead due to the Division Cross Country. 

 
Cross Country House Champions  
Congratulations to the students of ASHBY House for winning this year’s House Cross Country Challenge. Every 
student who completed the course received House points for their efforts. Bonus points were awarded to 
students who finished in the top 10 of their event.   
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House  Points  

Ashby  192  

Savage  184  

Pollock  165  

Tingay  124  

Harley  121  

Godber  108  

 
Michael Smith – PE Co-ordinator 
 

Premiers Reading Challenge 

Hi Everyone, 

The Premiers Reading Challenge is up and running again. It is up to the families and child if they would like to 

participate. If you need any help logging into the Challenge or would like more information, please email me. 

Once you head into the login page, www.education.vic.gov.au/prc you select School/Student, then click VPRC, 

and type your child’s Username and Password. Happy Reading! The Challenge finishes on September 17th. 

 

 

 

 

rodda.jane.r@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

 

  

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge  
  
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Spring Gully Primary School is 
excited to be participating. Like last year a range exciting features including:  
  

 access to a library catalogue (including book images and blurbs)  
 a modern user-friendly interface  
 rewarding  students with badges as challenge milestones are achieved  
 the option for students to mark books as a favourite, give them a star rating or 
complete a book review  
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The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the 
importance of reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal 
challenge for children to read a set number of books by 17th September 2021.  
Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their 
parents and teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books.  
All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the 
Victorian Premier and former Premiers.  

To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklists and for more information about the 
Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc   
Thankyou.  
  

* Passwords will be distributed by the end of the week by classroom teachers.  
* Instructions to Log on once you have your passwords are included below in the Newsletter.  

*It is your choice if you would like your child to participate.  
  

If you need any help or questions with, please email:  
Jane.Rodda@education.vic.gov.au  

          

Repeats 
  

 

 
 

 

Education Week – Sunday, 23rd May to Saturday, 29th May 
Now in its 77th year, Education Week aims to positively profile and celebrate the strengths and achievements of 
Victoria's government education sector. 
 
Education Week 2021 will run from 23-29 May and the theme is 'Building Connections'. The theme celebrates the 
connections between schools and local communities and strengthens bonds with families and carers. 
 
Education Week is a time when prospective parents, family and community members are formally invited to come 
and visit our school. It encourages current family members to participate in the activities that their child 
participates in at school. 
 
Please check next week’s newsletter for further details. 
 
Prospective Prep Parent Information Evening - Wednesday, 26th May at 6.30pm 
This information evening aims to provide parents of children beginning school in 2022 an understanding of Spring 
Gully Primary School and all that we have to offer. The evening will provide an overview of the curriculum and 
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information regarding the wellbeing and specialist programs that are in place. We will include information about 
how you can become part of our school community and how you can be involved in your child’s education. It is 
also an opportunity to meet current Prep teachers, Mr Parkes and myself. The evening will conclude with time to 
answer any questions that you may have.  
 
2022 Prep Dates 
The dates and activities below relate to our 2022 Prep intake. Prospective Prep parents are encouraged to partake 
in these activities. 
 
Education Week Activities & Dates 
Prospective Prep Parent Information Evening 
Wednesday, 26th May – 6.30pm to 7.30pm 
 
For an individual appointment, please contact Mr. Francis Trezise, Principal 
 
Whole School Open Day 
Thursday, 27th May – 9.00am to 11.00am 
 
Information Evening for 2022 Confirmed Prep Parents 
Wednesday, 3rd November – 6.30pm to7.30pm 
 
Information regarding additional orientation opportunities will be provided at this session. 
 
Orientation Program Dates for 2022 Preps 
Thursday, 11th November – 9.00am-10.00am  
Thursday, 18th November – 9.00am-10.00am 
Thursday, 25th November – 9.00am-10.00am 
Tuesday, 7th December – 9.30am-12.00pm 
 
Open Day/Grandparents Day – Advanced Warning 
As part of Education Week celebrations we will once again be inviting our grandparents to school to celebrate the 
important role they play in the lives of our children. It was so disappointing not being able to offer this activity in 
2020! 
 
If grandparents are unable to attend we would encourage a special friend to take their place. This could be an 
auntie, uncle, cousin, family friend, etc. More information will be available soon but in the meantime please get 
all grandparents to lock the following date into their calendars – Friday, 28th May from 9.00am-
1pm. Grandparents can pick and choose the time to attend that best suits them. They are also more than 
welcome to spend longer at school and enjoy lunch with their grandchild/children. 

 
Community 

 
Active Travel News  

 
Has your family been walking and riding to school again this term? The beautiful autumn weather this week is a 
great excuse to keep up the habit that you might have started in Term 1 – or maybe even tried for the first time 
on Ride2School Day. 

 
Even riding or walking one day a week helps to set up habits that set us up for a healthier life (it’s surprising how 
much a difference this can make to how you feel) – and what a lovely way to start the day! 

Nicola Dunnicliff-Wells    (Active Travel Co-ordinator) 

mailto:ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.sgps.vic.edu.au/


Spring Gully Primary School, 104-110 Spring Gully Road, Bendigo, 3550.   

PO Box 310, Strathdale, 3550   

Phone: 54437230    Fax: 54415584                 

Email: spring.gully.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au                                      Absence Phone No. 0427840915 (SMS only) 

Website: www.sgps.vic.edu.au 

  

 

 

 

 

 
Parent Club News 

Mother’s Day/ Special Persons Activity 

Students are invited to create a special item in time for Mother’s Day for their Mum or a special person in their 
lives. 

The cost of the activity is $4 per student, per item.  The payment and order of one item per child will be made via 
Compass, available to families tomorrow. Payment is due by Thursday 6th of May. 

We understand and appreciate that some students may want to create more than one item, and we are very 
happy to facilitate this.  To do so, please order and pay for additional quantities at the office by the due date.  

This is a great opportunity for students to make something special for their loved ones, but it is also a valuable 
fundraiser for our school. We really appreciate your support, and hope there will be many happy faces, receiving 
these heartfelt creations.  

Spring Gully P.S Parents Committee 

Emma- Parents Committee President 
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The O’Keefe Challenge 
The O’Keefe Challenge is more than just a race, fun run or bike ride, it celebrates fitness, nature and the 
community spirit of the Bendigo and Heathcote region. 
Kids, come and can challenge yourself in our Superheros 500m Kids Dash – where getting dressed up is the best 
fun. Or try our 1km Kids Dash or stretch your legs in our 5km run / walk against dementia. 
The event raises much-needed funds for the Heathcote Dementia Alliance, which is working towards a game-
changing approach to the way we look after and care for people living with dementia in the Bendigo area. 
  
Event Details: 
The O'Keefe Challenge 
Running and relay events: Sunday 2 May 2021. 
W: https://www.theokeefe.com.au 
E: hello@theokeefe.com.au 
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