SPRING GULLY PRIMARY SCHOOL – BE AWESOME
Our Values

RESPECT
RESPONSIBILITY
RESILIENCE
Reminders

e

Friday, 7th May
Mother’s Day Breakfast – 7.00am – 8.30am

Principal: Mr. Francis Trezise
Assistant Principal: Mr. Brett Parkes
School Council President: Mr. Ronnie Lowe

Tuesday 11th May – Friday 14th May
NAPLAN – Grade 3 -6 students
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principal awards – grades three & four
Ezel K – 3/4 Crawford: for consistently demonstrating our School Value of Resilience. I am super proud of the
effort and hard work Ezel is putting in to develop his literacy skills. Well done Ezel!
Davy H – 3/4 Feldtmann/Smith: for developing great organisational skills in Term 2. Davy has been working
incredibly hard over the last 3 weeks to make sure that he has been focused on his learning so that he can do
his personal best. Well done Davy! Keep up the good work!
Emma McC – 3/4 Murphy: Emma always displays our school values of Resilience, Responsibility and Respect.
This week she has shown Resilience by wearing her new glasses consistently. Emma works hard with every task
she is given and completes everything to a high standard. Super work Emma!
Tessa W – 3/4 Staley/Alexander: Tessa has a quiet hard working approach to all her subjects. She is always
looking to improve and works toward achieving her learning goals. Keep up the awesome learning habits Tess!
sports award
Hser Yu Say W – 3/4 Feldtmann/Smith: for his enthusiastic participation in Physical Education and his
outstanding sportsmanship.
art award
Kaitlyn S – 5/6 Lockett: Kaitlyn created a superb face displaying excellent use of the Value Scale.
Fantastic work Kaitlyn.
lote award
Blake F – 1/2 Schulz: Blake participated very enthusiastically in class this week. His singing of the 1- 20 number
songs in German was fantastic. Well done, Blake!
music award
Maddison B – 1/2 Floyd: Maddison displayed confidence and creativity through her use of voice, facial
expression and movement to imagine and establish her role as 'The Big Bad Wolf'. She set a great example for
her classmates to follow. Awesome work, Maddie!
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Diary Dates

2021
Term 2
May
Friday, 7th
Tuesday, 11th
Wednesday, 12th
Thursday, 13th
Friday, 14th
Monday, 17th
Wednesday, 19th
Sunday, 23rd –
Saturday, 29th
Tuesday, 25th
Wednesday, 26th
Thursday, 27th
Friday, 28th

7.00am – 8.30am

7.00pm – 7.30pm
7.30pm – 8.30pm
5.30pm – 6.30pm

Mother’s Day Breakfast
NAPLAN – Writing Grade 3 & Grade 5 students
NAPLAN – Reading Grade 3 & Grade 5 students
NAPLAN – Conventions of Language Grade 3 & Grade 5 students
NAPLAN – Numeracy Grade 3 & Grade 5 students
Accountability and Management Subcommittee Meeting
School Council General Meeting
Parent Information Session for Grade 6 Camp
Education Week

6.30pm – 7.30pm
9.00am – 11.00am
9.00am – 1.00pm

Senior Athletic Sports – Grades 3-6
Prospective Prep 2022 Parent Information session
Whole School Open Day
Open Day/Grandparents Day

7.15am

Regions Cross Country (Selected students only)
Grade 6 Melbourne Camp

June
Tuesday, 1st
Wednesday, 2nd
- Friday, 4th
Monday, 7th
Monday, 14th
Monday, 21st

– 3.45pm
6.00pm – 7.00pm
7.00pm – 7.30pm
7.30pm – 8.30pm

Education and Community Development Subcommittee meeting
Queen’s Birthday Holiday
Accountability and Management Subcommittee Meeting
School Council General Meeting

Every Week –
Tuesday and Wednesday at 8.15am - 8.40am - Grades 3-6 Early Morning Bat Tennis
Monday lunch time – Grades 3-6 Dance Troupe open to all students
Wednesday lunch time - Grades 3-6 Coding Club
Wednesday after school – 3.30pm – 4.30pm – German Club
Thursday lunch time - Grades 3-6 Chess Club
Monday, Thursday, Friday Lunch time - Grades Prep to 6 Kids Club
Tuesday and Wednesday, Lunch time - Grades Prep to 6 - Art

From the Principal
Dear Parents/Guardians,
Remembering Stevo
Next week will mark the anniversary of the tragic passing of our dear friend and colleague, Mr Mark ‘Stevo’
Stevens.
Stevo was an amazing teacher, whose passion and enthusiasm for teaching his students was infectious. Stevo had
a lasting impression on everyone he met, and not a day goes by that we aren’t reminded of his amazing impact on
our school.
My heartfelt thoughts, and those of our staff, are with Lauren, Pearl, Frankie, and their extended families, during
this time.
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Mother’s Day Breakfast and Gift
We are looking forward to our Mother’s Day Breakfast tomorrow morning. We will be serving food and drinks
from 7am-8.30am. If you missed the Compass deadline, we will be able to assist you with making payment before
entering the art room. Everyone else will be able to wander in and enjoy the hospitality of our awesome staff.
Special thanks to Mrs Leed, Emma Clohesy and Parent Club for supporting the creation of the Mother’s Day gifts.
I’m sure they will be greatly appreciated come Sunday.
Prep Enrolments 2022
If you have a child who will be attending Spring Gully Primary School in Prep next year, you are most welcome to
enrol now. Early enrolments assist us to put in place staffing, grade structures and facilities for next year.
When enrolling your child, you will need to provide with the enrolment form:
1.
A copy of the birth certificate (we can make copies of originals if necessary) and
2.
A school entry immunisation certificate obtained from The Australian Childhood Immunisation Register
(ACIR). Phone: 1800653809.
Prep enrolments for 2022 close on Friday, 25th June. Parents will be notified of the outcome of their application
within a week of the closing date.
NAPLAN
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is an annual assessment for students in
Years 3, 5, 7 & 9. It is an annual part of the school calendar and has been since 2008, with the exception of 2021.
NAPLAN tests the sorts of skills that are essential for every child to progress through school and life, such as
reading, writing, spelling and numeracy. The assessments are undertaken nationwide, every year, in May. This
year they will be held from Tuesday, 11th May to Friday, 14th May.
NAPLAN tests skills in Literacy and Numeracy that are developed over time, through the school curriculum. The
information gained from these tests is used to support the teaching and learning that takes place at our school.
All parents will receive a comprehensive report of their child’s NAPLAN results.
Thanks Jayme
Jayme, our office assistant, has decided to resign from her position at our school. I would like to thank her for the
terrific job she has done at SGPS. I know she will be greatly missed, including by the students who have benefitted
from her friendliness and wonderful level of care.
I look forward to continuing to see Jayme as a parent of our school.
Riding Bikes on School Grounds
Last year we installed some signs at the entrances to our school to deter community members, mostly secondary
school children, from using our school as a skate park for bikes, scooters and skateboards. I request all families to
support us in keeping our facilities in good order by being mindful of how the school is used outside of school
hours.
Cybersafe Incursion and Information Night
Many thanks to the 35 parents who were able to attend the ‘Parenting in the Digital World’ forum on Monday
night. I hope you found this valuable.
Our Grade 3-6 children were able to participate in Cyber Safe workshops earlier this week. I hope these
workshops promote some discussion in your homes and we can all keep working together to ensure our students
are safe, respectful and responsible users of technology.
The Cyber Safe facilitator commented to Mr Parkes and I that our children were the most engaged and wellbehaved children that he has ever worked with. This was wonderful feedback to receive. Well done to our kids
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and to our teachers!

Francis Trezise
Principal
Francis.Trezise@education.vic.gov.au

From the Assistant Principal
There is no safe number of days for missing school. Every day counts.
Friday 30th April to Thursday 6th May (5 Days)
Total Absences
Late Arrivals
119
56
(up 43 on last week)

(up 7 on last week)

This week’s e-safe topic: The Australian eSafety Guide
It was really valuable to have the Alannah and Madeline Foundation work in our school this week. One of the
resources that was highlighted with parents and school staff was the eSafety Guide. This resource has been
developed by the Australian eSafety Commissioner and is a comprehensive guide that contains lots of information
to support schools and families. I encourage you to save this webpage in your favourites:
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/esafety-guide
Brett Parkes
Assistant Principal
Brett.Parkes@education.vic.gov.au

On the next page you will find the Grade 3/4 Teacher Profiles
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Do you have any
pets?
Mr Staley: We have a
spoilt Labradoodle
called Matches.
Mrs Alexander: A
Cavoodle dog called
Digby. He visits SGPS
on Thursdays.
Mr Crawford: A
cheeky German
Shepherd called Nahla
and a Dalmatian called
Kobe.
Mrs Murphy: Yes, a
ginger cat named Kobi.
Mr Smith: 2 Border
Collies, Daisy and Benji.
Mrs Feldtmann: I have
an awesome dog
named Doug.

If you could have
one superpower,
what would it
be?

Favourite colour?
Mr Staley: Red and Black always
goes well together.
Mrs Alexander: Gold
Mr Crawford: Green!
Mrs Murphy: Blue
Mr Smith: Yellow & black
Mrs Feldtmann: Purple

Mr Staley: I think time
travel would be pretty
cool. Great for
excursions!
Mrs Alexander: Time
travel
Mr Crawford: I would
love to have Super
Speed! It would help me
on the footy field, in my
old age!
Mrs Murphy: Empathic
Healing (force fields
would be pretty cool
too!)
Mr Smith: Super speed
Mrs Feldtmann:
Healing people

If you weren’t a teacher, what would you be?
Mr Staley: I always thought I’d make a good billionaire, but I decided to be a
teacher instead.
Mrs Alexander: A travel journalist
Mr Crawford: I would probably be a builder. I love building things at home.
Mrs Murphy: An event manager for a charity
Mr Smith: AFL coach
Mrs Feldtmann: Veterinarian

RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS

In Our Respectful Relationships lessons in Prep Pesina we have been learning about
uncomfortable feelings. We talked about times when we have felt scared, angry, annoyed,
nervous or worried, sad or embarrassed. We were able talk about our feelings and they
ways we can get help and feel better again. Take a look at our scared, angry, annoyed,
nervous, sad and embarrassed faces!

Prep Pesina
Specialist Staff Information

PE / Sport News
Goldfield & Sandhurst Division Cross Country
Well done to all the students who competed in the Division Cross Country yesterday. A detailed report will be put
in next week’s newsletter.
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Early Morning Bat Tennis
All students in Grades 3-6 are welcome to join in with bat tennis before school this term. This is taking place in the
‘Hub’ area of the school from 8.15am on Tuesday and Wednesday mornings, until further notice. All equipment is
provided.
Michael Smith – PE Co-ordinator
Premiers Reading Challenge
Hi Everyone,
The Premiers Reading Challenge is up and running again. It is up to the families and child if they would like to
participate. If you need any help logging into the Challenge or would like more information, please email me.
Once you head into the login page, www.education.vic.gov.au/prc you select School/Student, then click VPRC,
and type your child’s Username and Password. Happy Reading! The Challenge finishes on September 17th.

rodda.jane.r@edumail.vic.gov.au

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Spring Gully Primary School is
excited to be participating. Like last year a range exciting features including:
access to a library catalogue (including book images and blurbs)
a modern user-friendly interface
rewarding students with badges as challenge milestones are achieved
the option for students to mark books as a favourite, give them a star rating or
complete a book review
The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the
importance of reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal
challenge for children to read a set number of books by 17th September 2021.
Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their
parents and teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books.
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All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the
Victorian Premier and former Premiers.
To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklists and for more information about the
Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
Thankyou.
* Passwords have been distributed last week by classroom teachers.
* Instructions to Log on once you have your passwords are included below in the Newsletter.
*It is your choice if you would like your child to participate.
If you need any help or questions with, please email:
Jane.Rodda@education.vic.gov.au
Repeat Notices

Education Week – Sunday, 23rd May to Saturday, 29th May
Now in its 77th year, Education Week aims to positively profile and celebrate the strengths and achievements of
Victoria's government education sector.
Education Week 2021 will run from 23-29 May and the theme is 'Building Connections'. The theme celebrates the
connections between schools and local communities and strengthens bonds with families and carers.
Education Week is a time when prospective parents, family and community members are formally invited to come
and visit our school. It encourages current family members to participate in the activities that their child
participates in at school.
Please check next week’s newsletter for further details.
Prospective Prep Parent Information Evening - Wednesday, 26th May at 6.30pm
This information evening aims to provide parents of children beginning school in 2022 an understanding of Spring
Gully Primary School and all that we have to offer. The evening will provide an overview of the curriculum and
information regarding the wellbeing and specialist programs that are in place. We will include information about
how you can become part of our school community and how you can be involved in your child’s education. It is
also an opportunity to meet current Prep teachers, Mr Parkes and myself. The evening will conclude with time to
answer any questions that you may have.
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2022 Prep Dates
The dates and activities below relate to our 2022 Prep intake. Prospective Prep parents are encouraged to partake
in these activities.
Education Week Activities & Dates
Prospective Prep Parent Information Evening
Wednesday, 26th May – 6.30pm to 7.30pm
For an individual appointment, please contact Mr. Francis Trezise, Principal
Whole School Open Day
Thursday, 27th May – 9.00am to 11.00am
Information Evening for 2022 Confirmed Prep Parents
Wednesday, 3rd November – 6.30pm to7.30pm
Information regarding additional orientation opportunities will be provided at this session.
Orientation Program Dates for 2022 Preps
Thursday, 11th November – 9.00am-10.00am
Thursday, 18th November – 9.00am-10.00am
Thursday, 25th November – 9.00am-10.00am
Tuesday, 7th December – 9.30am-12.00pm
Open Day/Grandparents Day – Advanced Warning
As part of Education Week celebrations we will once again be inviting our grandparents to school to celebrate the
important role they play in the lives of our children. It was so disappointing not being able to offer this activity in
2020!
If grandparents are unable to attend we would encourage a special friend to take their place. This could be an
auntie, uncle, cousin, family friend, etc. More information will be available soon but in the meantime please get
all grandparents to lock the following date into their calendars – Friday, 28th May from 9.00am1pm. Grandparents can pick and choose the time to attend that best suits them. They are also more than
welcome to spend longer at school and enjoy lunch with their grandchild/children.
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