SPRING GULLY PRIMARY SCHOOL – BE AWESOME
Our Values

RESPECT
RESPONSIBILITY
RESILIENCE
Reminders

e

Friday, 14th May –
NAPLAN - Grade 3 – 6 Students

Principal: Mr. Francis Trezise
Assistant Principal: Mr. Brett Parkes
School Council President: Mr. Ronnie Lowe

Wednesday 19th May - 6.30pm – 7.30pm
Parent Information Session for Grade 6 Camp

Newsletter 13 – Thursday, 13th May 2021

Principal Awards – Grades five & six
Tyson H – 5/6 Byron: Tyson has had an amazing attitude toward his learning this term. He has been focused on
developing his writing skills, with an achievement of creating a wonderful Big Write persuasive text about
motorbikes. Tyson is a well-respected member of our class, who brings laughter and joy every day.
Well done Tyson!
D’jore S – 5/6 Daenke: D’jore displays our School Value of RESPONSIBILITY at all times in our classroom, and can
be relied upon to work independently to a high standard at all times. She strives for excellence in all work she
undertakes and contributes happily to classroom discussions. Keep up the fantastic effort and attitude D’jore!
Ellie S – 5/6 Lidgett: Ellie in an enthusiastic learner who strives to be the best she can be at all times. She
demonstrates our School Values of Respect and Responsibility every day and shows great resilience when
challenged with puzzles in class, persisting until an answer is found. Keep up the awesome work Ellie.
Lexi O – 5/6 Lockett: for the outstanding attitude she displays towards everything she does at school. She works
hard, shows excellent team spirit, takes on leadership roles in the classroom and always displays empathy and
compassion for others. You are a superstar Lexi!
Sports award
Zachary W – 5/6 Lockett: for his enthusiastic participation in Physical Education and his
outstanding sportsmanship.
Art Award
Taj W – 1/2 McClellan: Taj responded to the book ‘Feathers for Phoebe’ by designing his own fabulous outfit.
Fantastic work Taj.
LOTE Award
Kylan McA – 5/6 Lidgett: Kylan contributed very well in German class this week and demonstrated our School
Values of Respect and Responsibility.
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MUSIC (DRAMA) Award
Maya D – 5/6 Lockett: Maya portrayed her 'Wayside School' character with originality and flair. She
demonstrated a natural talent for communicating ideas through drama and developed her character role using
improvisation and humour. Awesome work, Maya. You brought your character to life!

Diary Dates

2021
Term 2
May
Friday, 14th
Monday, 17th
Wednesday, 19th
Sunday, 23rd –
Saturday, 29th
Tuesday, 25th
Wednesday, 26th
Thursday, 27th
Friday, 28th

7.00pm – 7.30pm
7.30pm – 8.30pm
5.30pm – 6.30pm

NAPLAN – Numeracy Grade 3 & Grade 5 students
Accountability and Management Subcommittee Meeting
School Council General Meeting
Parent Information Session for Grade 6 Camp
Education Week

6.30pm – 7.30pm
9.00am – 11.00am
9.00am – 1.00pm

Senior Athletic Sports – Grades 3-6
Prospective Prep 2022 Parent Information session
Whole School Open Day
Open Day/Grandparents Day

7.15am

Regions Cross Country (Selected students only)
Grade 6 Melbourne Camp

June
Tuesday, 1st
Wednesday, 2nd
- Friday, 4th
Monday, 7th
Monday, 14th
Monday, 21st
Tuesday, 22nd
Friday, 25th

– 3.45pm
6.00pm – 7.00pm
7.00pm – 7.30pm
7.30pm – 8.30pm
9.30am – 3.00pm

Education and Community Development Subcommittee meeting
Queen’s Birthday Holiday
Accountability and Management Subcommittee Meeting
School Council General Meeting
District Athletics (Selected students only)
2022 Prep Enrolments close

Every Week –
Tuesday and Wednesday at 8.15am - 8.40am - Grades 3-6 Early Morning Bat Tennis
Monday lunch time – Grades 3-6 Dance Troupe open to all students
Wednesday lunch time - Grades 3-6 Coding Club
Wednesday after school – 3.30pm – 4.30pm – German Club
Thursday lunch time - Grades 3-6 Chess Club
Monday, Thursday, Friday Lunch time - Grades Prep to 6 Kids Club
Tuesday and Wednesday, Lunch time - Grades Prep to 6 - Art

From the Principal
Dear Parents/Guardians,
Reports and Interviews
As usual, staff will dedicate numerous hours into compiling Student Reports over the coming weeks. We
encourage families to view Learning Tasks and Student Reports as a complete reporting package each semester.
Reports will be released to families via Compass on Thursday, 24th June. We will again be providing a formal
opportunity for parents to discuss the progress of their child/children at Parent-Teacher Interviews. These
interviews are likely to be held in the second week of Term 3. More details will be available soon.
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Mother’s Day/Special Friend Breakfast
It was great to have a HUGE turnout for our Mother’s Day/Special Friend breakfast last Friday. I trust everyone
had a lovely time and enjoyed a delicious breakfast. Special thanks to the many staff members for their fantastic
contribution to this day.
NAPLAN
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) for students in Years 3 and 5 is almost
complete, with just the Mathematics test to be completed tomorrow.
All the children involved in these tests have done a terrific job. Special thanks to Miss Lockett and Mr Staley for
their role as NAPLAN Coordinators. Their organisation has been outstanding!
Congratulations Mr Staley!
I would like to congratulate Mr Staley, and his wife Jannah, on the recent birth of their second child, Ben.
Prep Enrolments 2022
If you have a child who will be attending Spring Gully Primary School in Prep next year, you are most welcome to
enrol now. Early enrolments assist us to put in place staffing, grade structures and facilities for next year.
When enrolling your child, you will need to provide with the enrolment form:
1.
A copy of the birth certificate (we can make copies of originals if necessary) and
2.
A school entry immunisation certificate obtained from The Australian Childhood Immunisation Register
(ACIR). Phone: 1800653809.
Prep enrolments for 2022 close on Friday, 25th June. Parents will be notified of the outcome of their application
within a week of the closing date.
Daily Lessons in Resilience for Kids
I was reading a blog about resilience that was written by the bestselling author, Michael Grose. I thought I would
share it with our families, particularly given that resilience is a part of our current Annual Implementation Plan, as
well as being a recently adopted School Value. I hope you find some of the information below useful.
Recently, I saw a mother give a simple, yet profound resilience lesson to her three year old. The toddler fell into
his dog’s bowl, saturating his t-shirt and giving himself a fright. His mum quickly helped him saying, “Oh well!” The
three-year-old bravely parroted his mother, saying, “Oh well!” and dashed off to play.
Every day there are opportunities for parents to give their children lessons in resilience. Promoting personal
resilience focuses on helping kids cope with life’s hurts, disappointments and challenges in the present, while
building strengths for the future.
Adult reactions matter
It’s in our reactions to these and other every day mistakes, mess-ups, muck-ups and hurts where the big lessons in
resilience are taught and reinforced.
The lessons for the three-year-old were simple but profound. “Oh well” meant:
 Stuff happens
 Don’t look for fault or blame
 Keep your perspective
 Pick yourself off and continue with what you were doing
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How to react
The resilience lesson for this mother was equally as profound. When a minor mishap with a child or teenager
occurs:
 Match your response to the incident
 Stay calm and be positive
 Don’t look for fault or blame
 Remember, stuff happens
Resilience lesson for parents – “Oh well”
Every day there are opportunities for parents to give their children lessons in resilience. Here are some examples:
 A child misses being picked for a team that he had his/her heart set on joining. “Oh well. Let’s see how
you go next time.”
 When a boy/girl experiences rejection in the playground at school. “Oh well. You’ll find that some people
don’t want to be your friend.”
 When a teenage isn’t happy with the mark she/he gets for an assignment. “Oh well. Sometimes we don’t
get the marks we think we deserve.”
Match your response to the challenge to promote resilience
There are times when “Oh well” won’t cut it. Here are some examples:
 When a student’s continuous efforts at improvement are constantly met with criticism then you may
need to act on his behalf and meet with a teacher
 When a child is bullied he needs your continued support.
 When a child always struggles to make the grade and is never picked for a team then you may need to
help him/her make different choices
These types of situations also present opportunities for daily lessons in resilience, but they require more parental
support and teaching. The resilience lessons learned are deeper and include concepts such as ‘things will
eventually go your way,’ ‘there are times when you need to seek help’ and ‘this too shall pass.’
Promoting personal resilience focuses on helping kids cope with life’s hurts, disappointments and challenges in
the present, while building strengths for the future.
Daily lessons in resilience are everywhere. You need to be ready to make the most of these valuable lessons when
they come your way.
Francis Trezise
Principal
Francis.Trezise@education.vic.gov.au

From the Assistant Principal
This week’s e-safe topic:

Model and maintain responsible Cyber Safe behavior in the home.
In the classroom, a key teaching strategy that teachers use when developing a new skill is to model a skill and
then that build up a student’s capacity in that area. For digital use in the home, parents have the perfect
opportunity to consistently model responsible and safe digital habits to their children. Over time this modelling
will build the capacity of their children and create positive digital habits. The Cyber Safety Project has come up
with these quick cyber safety tips for parents to implement in their households in order to develop and maintain
safe online behaviour.
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Monday Monitoring – use every Monday as a day to check in with your children on their online habits. The games
they are playing and how they are interacting with their peers. This conversation will soon become a habit and
provide you as a parent with great insight and all the child with an opportunity to flag any concerns or questions.
“If they have it, you should have it.” – We see this as a blanket rule when it comes to knowing how your child is
using a device. While many games and applications have similar social networking characteristics, knowledge of
how the work gives you, the parent, a far greater understanding of any potential dangers.
Read Up – Knowledge is power – The landscape of the digital world and how we use it changes constantly. If your
children are using social media or on a device you need to stay current. Check out our blog
at www.cybersafetyproject.com.au for regular updates.
“Let’s be mates” – if your child is 13 and starting to use social media, a non-negotiable should be that you are to
“follow’ and or be “friends” with them. If they know you’re seeing what they post they will always think twice
before doing so.
Influencers – A large part of the appeal of many social media accounts for children is that they get to watch and
view the content of popular “influencers”. Have conversations and check who they are following and the content
those people are producing. You don’t want negative “influencers” influencing your child.
- The Cybersafety Project
Rose Amy – SGPS Chaplain
Rose works at our school on Monday and Tuesday each week, providing support and pastoral care to students and
families. If you would like to contact Rose please feel free to do so by getting in touch with myself or Mr Trezise or
contacting Rose directly on 0438 598 805.
Brett Parkes
Assistant Principal
Brett.Parkes@education.vic.gov.au

On the next page you will find the Grade 3/4 Teacher Profiles

RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS

Our Respectful Relationships topic this term is ‘Help Seeking’. Grade 1/2 Schulz enjoyed playing ‘The
Raft Game’. The learning intention of the game was for students to work collaboratively and to use the
game to help them identify friendship skills for peer support. The aim was to get everyone into a life
rafts (hula hoops) and to keep still and silent until the shark was gone. When the music played everyone
could swim in the ocean again.
After the game, students discussed what they did to help each other in this game, and what would have
happened if nobody helped anyone else. They also thought about where they might need to use those
same helping skills in real life – in the playground, classroom or home.
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Grade 1/2 Schulz

Specialist Staff Information

PE / Sport News
Senior School Athletics Sports
The Senior School Athletic Sports (Grades 3-6) will take place on Tuesday, May 25th at the Flora Hill Athletics
Track on Retreat Road. It will be an action-packed day, full of sporting fun. Students will participate in their age
groups and complete in eight events with an optional 800m at the end of the day. The events are; 100m, 200m,
shot put, discus, high jump, long jump, triple jump, hurdles and 800m (optional).
Students will walk to the track from school with their teachers and the first event will begin at 9.30am. They need
to wear appropriate clothing and footwear. It would be fantastic to see all students dressed in House colours. The
students must also bring a cut lunch, snacks and plenty to drink. There will be no canteen facilities.
Consent for this event needs to be done online via the Compass Parent Portal. There is no cost. In the past we
have been fortunate enough to have Secondary Students help with our sports. This won’t be able to happen this
year. Therefore, if there are any parents who are available to help on an event, please let me know.
Michael.smith2@education.vic.gov.au
CGS Division Cross Country
Congratulations to all of our students who represented the school at the Division Cross Country Championships
yesterday. Over 3000 students from as far away as Echuca to Woodend converged on the Bendigo Racecourse for
this annual event. The perfect weather conditions allowed for fast running times and it was great to see our boys
and girls pushing themselves to their limits. They should ALL be proud of their efforts.
Special mention to the following students:
Charlie F – 7th in the 10 Years Boys BLUE event.
Zac W – 11th in the 12 Years Boys BLUE event.
Henry T – 2nd in the 12 Years Boys RED event.
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Charlie and Zac will now go on to represent the school at the Regional Cross Country Championships in St Arnaud
on the 1st of June (note - only runners from the 10 to 12 Years BLUE Category get to compete at Region). We wish
them all the best.
Early Morning Bat Tennis
All students in Grades 3-6 are welcome to join in with bat tennis before school this term. This is taking place in the
‘Hub’ area of the school from 8.15am on Tuesday and Wednesday mornings, until further notice. All equipment is
provided.
Michael Smith – PE Co-ordinator

Parent Club News
A huge thank you to everyone for the support of our Mother’s Day/ special friends gift fundraising activity. A very
special thank you to Mrs Leed for helping us immensely to facilitate the creativity and guidance required for all of
our mini artists. We hope that there were some very happy and proud faces, giving and receiving the heartfelt
gifts on Sunday morning. We raised a total of $664.25 (profit).
A very special thank you to all of the staff who went above and beyond, preparing, cooking and hosting for the
Mother’s Day/ Special friends’ breakfast on Friday morning. Your care and hard work were very much
appreciated. It was very special to have our community come together again, and a very fitting way to honour all
of the Mums and special friends who contribute so much to our school.
A reminder that Fresh Fruit Friday runs every Friday morning. If you would like to help cut fruit for distribution to
our classrooms, please come and join us in the canteen area from 8.45 am.
If you would like to get involved in Parents group or any of our fundraising activities, please contact Em
at hello@happyhandshappyheart.com.au We would love to have you, the more the merrier
Emma- Parents Committee President

Repeats
Riding Bikes on School Grounds
Last year we installed some signs at the entrances to our school to deter community members, mostly secondary
school children, from using our school as a skate park for bikes, scooters and skateboards. I request all families to
support us in keeping our facilities in good order by being mindful of how the school is used outside of school
hours.
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Premiers Reading Challenge
Hi Everyone,
The Premiers Reading Challenge is up and running again. It is up to the families and children if they would like to
participate. If you need any help logging into the Challenge or would like more information, please email me.
Once you head into the login page, www.education.vic.gov.au/prc you select School/Student, then click VPRC,
and type your child’s username and password. Happy Reading! The Challenge finishes on September 17th.
Jane Rodda

rodda.jane.r@edumail.vic.gov.au

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Spring Gully Primary School is
excited to be participating. Like last year a range exciting features including:





access to a library catalogue (including book images and blurbs)
a modern user-friendly interface
rewarding students with badges as challenge milestones are achieved
the option for students to mark books as a favourite, give them a star rating or
complete a book review
The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the
importance of reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal
challenge for children to read a set number of books by 17th September 2021.
Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their
parents and teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books.
All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the
Victorian Premier and former Premiers.
To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklists and for more information about the
Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
Thankyou.
Spring Gully Primary School, 104-110 Spring Gully Road, Bendigo, 3550.
PO Box 310, Strathdale, 3550
Phone: 54437230 Fax: 54415584
Email: spring.gully.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Absence Phone No. 0427840915 (SMS only)
Website: www.sgps.vic.edu.au

* Passwords have been distributed last week by classroom teachers.
* Instructions to Log on once you have your passwords are included below in the Newsletter.
*It is your choice if you would like your child to participate.
If you need any help or questions with, please email:
Jane.Rodda@education.vic.gov.au

Education Week – Sunday, 23rd May to Saturday, 29th May
Now in its 77th year, Education Week aims to positively profile and celebrate the strengths and achievements of
Victoria's government education sector.
Education Week 2021 will run from 23-29 May and the theme is 'Building Connections'. The theme celebrates the
connections between schools and local communities and strengthens bonds with families and carers.
Education Week is a time when prospective parents, family and community members are formally invited to come
and visit our school. It encourages current family members to participate in the activities that their child
participates in at school.
Please check next week’s newsletter for further details.
Prospective Prep Parent Information Evening - Wednesday, 26th May at 6.30pm
This information evening aims to provide parents of children beginning school in 2022 an understanding of Spring
Gully Primary School and all that we have to offer. The evening will provide an overview of the curriculum and
information regarding the wellbeing and specialist programs that are in place. We will include information about
how you can become part of our school community and how you can be involved in your child’s education. It is
also an opportunity to meet current Prep teachers, Mr Parkes and myself. The evening will conclude with time to
answer any questions that you may have.
2022 Prep Dates
The dates and activities below relate to our 2022 Prep intake. Prospective Prep parents are encouraged to partake
in these activities.
Education Week Activities & Dates
Prospective Prep Parent Information Evening
Wednesday, 26th May – 6.30pm to 7.30pm
For an individual appointment, please contact Mr. Francis Trezise, Principal
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Whole School Open Day
Thursday, 27th May – 9.00am to 11.00am
Information Evening for 2022 Confirmed Prep Parents
Wednesday, 3rd November – 6.30pm to7.30pm
Information regarding additional orientation opportunities will be provided at this session.
Orientation Program Dates for 2022 Preps
Thursday, 11th November – 9.00am-10.00am
Thursday, 18th November – 9.00am-10.00am
Thursday, 25th November – 9.00am-10.00am
Thursday, 7th December – 9.30am-12.00pm
Open Day/Grandparents Day – Advanced Warning
As part of Education Week celebrations we will once again be inviting our grandparents to school to celebrate the
important role they play in the lives of our children. It was so disappointing not being able to offer this activity in
2020!
If grandparents are unable to attend we would encourage a special friend to take their place. This could be an
auntie, uncle, cousin, family friend, etc. More information will be available soon but in the meantime please get
all grandparents to lock the following date into their calendars – Friday, 28th May from 9.00am1pm. Grandparents can pick and choose the time to attend that best suits them. They are also more than
welcome to spend longer at school and enjoy lunch with their grandchild/children.
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