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Newsletter 15 – Thursday, 27th May 2021 
 

Principal Awards – Grades three & four 
Neel G – 3/4 Crawford: for his outstanding efforts this term, especially in our recent Reading and Mathematics 

assessments. Neel continues to demonstrate excellent progress in his learning and he arrives at school each 
day, motivated to work even harder than the day before! Well done Neel! You’re AWESOME! 

 Louis D – 3/4 Feldtmann/Smith: for being a helpful and kind classmate that always goes above and beyond to 
help his peers and teachers. Louis has a fantastic attitude to learning, where he always tries his best, asks for 

help when he needs it and strives to be the best he can be. Well done Louis and keep up the great work! 
William McG – 3/4 Murphy: Will is a terrific member of our classroom. He leads by example, by always being 
respectful and kind to his peers and teachers. Will is a wonderful friend who constantly brings a smile to all of 

our faces. Keep up the great work Will. 
Jingjing R – 3/4 Staley/Alexander: for the awesome attitude and motivation she brings to everything we do. 

Jingjing is enthusiastic, engaged and prepared to go further in her own time to improve her learning. You are an 
absolute star Jingjing! Keep up the great work! 

 

Sports award 
Remy K –  3/4 Staley: for her enthusiastic participation in Physical Education and her  

outstanding sportsmanship. 

 
Art Award 

Zac W – 5/6 Daenke: Zac created a beautiful foam relief print of a house. His design and execution were really 
well done. Fantastic work Zac.  

 

LOTE Award 
Evie D  – Prep Vernon: Evie is fantastic at saying her colours in German and she is also very respectful to her 

teachers and peers. 
 
 

 

 
Principal: Mr. Francis Trezise 

Assistant Principal: Mr. Brett Parkes 

School Council President: Mr. Ronnie Lowe 

Reminders 
Friday, 28th May – 

 Open Day/Grandparents Day  (9.00am – 1.00pm) 
Learning Task released – Reading    

 
Monday, 31st May – 

- Senior School Athletics (Rescheduled) 
- Partners in Learning Workshop (Parents of Prep – 2 students  -  

6.00pm – 7.00pm)  
 

Wednesday, 4th June – Friday, 6th June –  
Grade 6 Melbourne Camp 

Our Values 
 

RESPECT 

RESPONSIBILITY 

RESILIENCE 
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Diary Dates  

 2021  

Term 2   

May   

Sunday, 23rd – 
Saturday, 29th 

 Education Week 

Friday, 28th 9.00am – 1.00pm Open Day/Grandparents Day    
Learning Task 2 released - Reading 

Monday, 31st 6.00pm Partners in Learning Workshop (Parents of Prep – 2 students) 

June   

Tuesday, 1st  Regions Cross Country  (Selected students only)   

Wednesday, 2nd 
- Friday, 4th 

7.15am 
               – 3.45pm 

Grade 6 Melbourne Camp     

Monday, 7th 6.00pm – 7.00pm Education and Community Development Subcommittee meeting 

Friday, 11th  Learning Task 3 released - Writing 

Monday, 14th  Queen’s Birthday Holiday 

Wednesday, 17th  Whole School House Day 

Monday, 21st 7.00pm – 7.30pm 
7.30pm – 8.30pm 

Accountability and Management Subcommittee Meeting 
School Council General Meeting 

Tuesday, 22nd 9.30am – 3.00pm District Athletics (Selected students only) 

Thursday, 24th  School Reports released to families via Compass 

Friday, 25th  
2.15pm 
2.30pm 
2.30pm 

2022 Prep Enrolments close 
Assembly 
End of Term 2 
2.30pm Specialist Learning Task released 

Term 3   

July   

Monday, 12th 8.45am Term 3 commences 

Monday, 19th  Curriculum Day – Student Free day 

 
 
Every Week – 

Tuesday and Wednesday at 8.15am - 8.40am - Grades 3-6 Early Morning Bat Tennis 
Monday lunch time – Grades 3-6 Dance Troupe open to all students 
Wednesday lunch time - Grades 3-6 Coding Club 
Wednesday after school – 3.30pm – 4.30pm – German Club 
Thursday lunch time - Grades 3-6 Chess Club 
Monday, Thursday, Friday Lunch time - Grades Prep to 6 Kids Club 
Tuesday and Wednesday, Lunch time - Grades Prep to 6 - Art 

 
 
From the Principal 
Dear Parents/Guardians,  
 
Parent-Teacher Interviews        
Parent-teacher interviews will be held on Monday 19th July and Tuesday 20th July, provided restrictions are not in 
place at that time. Booking details will be made available in the newsletter shortly.  Please keep an eye out for this 
as our teachers would welcome the opportunity to discuss the progress of your child/children at this time. 

MUSIC (DRAMA) Award 
Ivy J – 3/4 Staley: Ivy worked hard in Music this week and listened well to instructions.  Ivy was able to create, 

clap and play a rhythm using crotchets, quavers and rests. Keep up the good work Ivy! 
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Winter Health – Beating the Bugs     
I thought the following information might be a timely reminder, particularly given the current environment. 
 
In Australia, our influenza 'flu' season typically runs from May to October, usually peaking in August. It is just not 
possible to stop all bugs from spreading at school, however, a lot of illnesses can be prevented and controlled 
simply by practicing good hygiene. 
 
Handy hygiene tips for you and your family 

 Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing or sneezing 

 Throw used tissues in plastic-lined rubbish bins 

 Wash your hands with soap and water, preferably warm water if available 

 Reduce the spread of germs by avoiding touching your eyes, nose and mouth 

Further information on influenza is available at the Better Health Channel (https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au). 
 
What can you do to prevent the spread of infectious diseases? 
The three main ways of preventing the spread of infection are: 

1. Remind your child of effective hygiene methods. 

2. Keep your child home when they are unwell. Your doctor will let you know if your child has an 'excludable' 
condition. You will need to advise the school as soon as possible and keep your child home for the length of time 
that your doctor advises.  

3. Ensure your child's immunisations are up to date.  
 
Do you know when you should keep your child home from school? 
The Department of Health and Human Services outline the minimum period of exclusion from school for various 
infectious diseases. To find out more about the minimum period of exclusion for infectious diseases, search online 
for: School Exclusion Table.  
 
Mid-Year Student Reports and Student Absences / Late Arrivals 
As absences are included in Student Reports, parents are asked to verify any outstanding unexplained 
absences/late arrivals.  Reports are due to be sent home via Compass on Thursday, 24th June. Hard copies are 
available only upon request.  
 
Prep Enrolments 2022 
Prep enrolments for 2022 close on Friday, 25th June. Parents will be notified of the outcome of their application 

within a week of the closing date. 

 
Orientation Program Dates for 2022 Preps 
Thursday, 11th November – 9.00am-10.00am  
Thursday, 18th November – 9.00am-10.00am 
Thursday, 25th November – 9.00am-10.00am 
Thursday, 7th December – 9.30am-12.00pm 
 

Francis Trezise 

Principal 

Francis.Trezise@education.vic.gov.au 
 

 
From the Assistant Principal 
 

There is no safe number of days for missing school. Every day counts. 
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Friday 21st May to Thursday 27th May (5 Days) 
Total Absences  Late Arrivals  

                                  186          70 
             (21 down on last week)     (Up 6 on last week) 
              

This week’s e-safe topic: Apps to Help with Mental Health 

Obviously, for tweens and teens in crisis, there's no substitute for face-to-face intervention and professional help. 

However, since phones are tools most teens (and some tweens) use, they can offer timely resources and help for 

those who need it. Aside from general health apps, these tools focus specifically on coping with anxiety, 

depression, and specific difficult circumstances via meditation, connection, and other techniques. While some are 

focused on an individual's experience, others offer chat and the option to find a therapist.*  

Especially when used in conjunction with other approaches, these apps might offer children and teens a little peace 

of mind. 

Continue reading: https://www.commonsensemedia.org/lists/apps-to-help-with-mental-health?utm_source=05282019+Edu&utm_medium=email 
* American article.  

- CommonSense Media 

 

Leave 

I will be on leave from Thursday 27th May, returning on Monday 7th June.  

Mrs Jenna Brewer (Jenna.Brewer@education.vic.gov.au) and Mr Luke Staley (Luke.Staley@education.vic.gov.au) 

will be sharing an acting position in my role during this time.  

 

Please feel free to contact Francis, Jenna or Luke if you would normally contact me.  

 

Brett Parkes 
Assistant Principal 
Brett.Parkes@education.vic.gov.au 

 
 

RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS 

 
 
RRRR – Topic 6 – Help-Seeking – 5/6 Daenke  
In our classroom, we have been learning about Help-Seeking this term. One of our favourite activities so 
far has been a blindfolded treasure hunt out on the lower oval. This taught us about trust and that to 
trust our partner who was guiding us through the “minefield” we needed to:   

 overcome some fear; trust takes courage  
 speak clearly; trust requires good communication  
 and feel comfortable with our partner; building trust can take time.   
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http://www.sgps.vic.edu.au/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/lists/best-health-apps-and-games-for-kids
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/lists/meditation-apps-for-kids
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/lists/apps-to-help-with-mental-health?utm_source=05282019+Edu&utm_medium=email
mailto:Jenna.Brewer@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:Luke.Staley@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:parkes.brett.b@edumail.vic.gov.au


 

Spring Gully Primary School, 104-110 Spring Gully Road, Bendigo, 3550.   

PO Box 310, Strathdale, 3550   

Phone: 54437230    Fax: 54415584                 

Email: spring.gully.ps@education.vic.gov.au                                   Absence Phone No. 0427840915 (SMS only) 

Website: www.sgps.vic.edu.au 

 

 

mailto:ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.sgps.vic.edu.au/


 

Spring Gully Primary School, 104-110 Spring Gully Road, Bendigo, 3550.   

PO Box 310, Strathdale, 3550   

Phone: 54437230    Fax: 54415584                 

Email: spring.gully.ps@education.vic.gov.au                                   Absence Phone No. 0427840915 (SMS only) 

Website: www.sgps.vic.edu.au 

  

 Captain’s Corner!  

Welcome to the second Captain’s Corner report for 2021. There will be a tonne of 

information.  
 

The best report throughout the nation.  
 

We are your 2021 leaders.  
 

We will be your information feeders.  
 

On 7th May, 25 students from Spring Gully Primary School (Grades 3-6) went and joined 

lots of other schools at the Writers Festival. Mr Lidgett was in charge. We saw two shows 

and the first one was Chris Kennet.  He showed us how he did his illustrations and who he 

worked with. The second performance was from 2 authors who showed us how they 

developed characters in their books to show courage. The author’s names were 

Katrina Nannestead ( We Are Wolves) and Loraine Marwood (Footsteps On The Moon).   
 

The past 2 weeks the students at our school have had the option to vote for a whole school 

project. The three options were; to fix up the top area, have a whole school fundraising 

performance or create a new purpose for the area behind the music room. The winner from 

the student's vote was… Fixing up the top area. The SRCs will soon be starting to brainstorm 

and create adjustments to the area.   
 

Division Cross Country was a super fun event for all our willing participants from S.G.P.S. 

Many people from our school chose to participate in the Division Cross Country competition 

and we even have two people going to the next level of competition. Division Cross Country 

is an awesome way to participate and have so much fun.           

                                                                          

Our Anzac Day ceremony occurred on the Wednesday before the true Anzac Day, (Sunday, 

25th of April). Abbie and Nazara, the oldest and youngest students at our school, were 

lucky enough to lay the wreath at this service. We had some very special guests come to 

our school to help with our commemorative service, even a very skilled didgeridoo player 

performed after the Acknowledgement of Country. A big thank you to all of our special 

guests.  
 

Thanks for reading our second Captain’s Corner report for 2021.  
 

 Signed,  

 

 Peppa and Reuben   
Your School Captains           
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Specialist Staff Information 

 
PE / Sport News 
Senior School Athletics Sports 
As you will now be aware, our Senior School Athletics Sports was postponed during the week due to the poor 
weather. We will now be running this on Monday the 31st of May. 
As this is a change of date, parents will be required to provide consent again via Compass. 
        
Michael Smith – PE Co-ordinator 

 
Community 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Parent Club News 

A reminder that Fresh Fruit Friday runs every Friday morning.  If you would like to help cut fruit for distribution to 
our classrooms, please come and join us in the canteen area from 8.45 am. 

If you would like to get involved in Parents Group or any of our fundraising activities, please contact Em 
at hello@happyhandshappyheart.com.au. We would love to have you, the more the merrier. 

Emma- Parents Committee President 
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