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Newsletter 18 – Thursday, 17th June 2021 
 

Principal Awards – Grades Prep, One & Two 
Jevan D – Prep Greer: Jevan, you have shown wonderful resilience over the past few weeks. You have not let a 
broken collarbone stop you at all in 'having a go' and trying your best in all activities. You are such a great role 

model to all of your classmates. Keep being awesome, Jevan! 
Thomas B S – Prep Pesina: Thomas consistently demonstrates enthusiasm, persistence and a passion for 

everything we do at school. He has shown that he is always ready to learn by being organised for every task and 
ready to listen. Thank you for being so awesome Thomas! 

 Flynn S – Prep Vernon: Flynn is a kind, helpful and hardworking member of Prep Vernon. He sets an excellent 
example to his peers by the way he shows our school values each day. Thanks for being awesome Flynn! 

Lilliana A – 1/2 Coatsworth: Lilliana has shown wonderful resilience this year, especially with the way she has 
adjusted to her new hearing aids and glasses. She has also been making an effort to show our School Value of 

Respect by being kind and inclusive to towards her peers. Keep up the great work, Lilliana. 
Archie C – 1/2 Floyd: Archie has shown great persistence and focus this year in Writing. He can now sound out 

many words, use spaces between each word and reread his work. I am so proud of how far you have come, 
Archie. Keep up the great work!   

Rory E – 1/2 McClellan: for always trying his absolute best! Rory is a very kind friend and always offers to help 
others. Keep up the great work Rory! 

Bailey F – 1/2 Rodda/Brewer: This term, Bailey’s confidence and persistence has grown when approaching 
Reading and Writing tasks. He is always so proud of what he can achieve each session. Bailey is enjoying reading 

at school and home and is beginning to share his writing and experiences with his classmates. Super effort 
Bailey! 

Vincent B – 1/2 Schulz: Vincent is our resident ray of sunshine. His positivity and zest for life are contagious and 
sets a happy vibe in our classroom. When we’re feeling a bit flat, all we need is 5 minutes of the best dance 

moves in town and we’re back on track. Thank you for always shining and helping us to see the brighter side of 
life. 

 

Sports award 
Lenny F – Prep Greer: for his enthusiastic participation in Physical Education and his 

outstanding sportsmanship. 
 

 
Principal: Mr. Francis Trezise 

Assistant Principal: Mr. Brett Parkes 

School Council President: Mr. Ronnie Lowe 

Reminders 
Friday, 18th June –  

Learning Task 3 released – Writing 
Whole School House Day 

Thursday, 24th June - Semester 1 Reports released via 
Compass  

Friday, 25th June – 2022 
Prep enrolments close 

 
 

Our Values 

RESPECT: valuing self, all others, property and the environment. 
RESPONSIBILITY: being relied upon to be honest, and do the right thing for yourself and for the 

community. 

RESILIENCE: we are dedicated and focused learners, who persist when things are challenging and use 

feedback to improve our future efforts. 
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Diary Dates  

 2021  

Term 2   

June   

Friday, 18th  Whole School House Day 
Learning Task 3 released - Writing 

Monday, 21st 7.00pm – 7.30pm 
7.30pm – 8.30pm 

Accountability and Management Subcommittee Meeting 
School Council General Meeting 

Tuesday, 22nd  Region Cross Country (Selected students only) 

Thursday, 24th  School Reports released to families via Compass 

Friday, 25th  
2.00pm 
2.15pm 
2.15pm 

2022 Prep Enrolments close 
Assembly 
End of Term 2 
Specialist Learning Task released 

Term 3   

July   

Monday, 12th 8.45am Term 3 commences 

Tuesday, 13th - 
Wednesday, 21st 

 Somers Camp (Selected students only) 

Monday, 19th  Curriculum Day – Student Free day 

Monday, 26th  Parent/Teacher Interviews  

Tuesday, 27th  Parent/Teacher Interviews  

Friday, 30th 9.30am – 2.30pm Rescheduled Senior Athletics (Gr 3-6) 

August   

Tuesday, 17th  District Athletics (Selected students only) 

 
Every Week – 

Tuesday and Wednesday at 8.15am - 8.40am - Grades 3-6 Early Morning Bat Tennis 
Monday lunch time – Grades 3-6 Dance Troupe open to all students 
Wednesday lunch time - Grades 3-6 Coding Club 
Wednesday after school – 3.30pm – 4.30pm – German Club 
Thursday lunch time - Grades 3-6 Chess Club 
Monday, Thursday, Friday Lunch time - Grades Prep to 6 Kids Club 
Tuesday and Wednesday, Lunch time - Grades Prep to 6 - Art 

 
 

 

Art Award 
Dexter M – 3/4 Staley/Alexander: Dexter created a brilliant ceramic fish, using different stamping techniques to 

create texture. Fantastic work Dexter. 

 
LOTE AWARD 

Jackson P-W – 1/2 Schulz: Jackson participated very well in German class this week for our retelling of the story, 
'Der Regenbogenfisch'. He showed excellent listening skills and was very respectful. Great work, Jackson! 

 

 
Music AWARD 

Orly F – 1/2 McClellan: Orly listened intently during SQUILT (super quiet uninterrupted listening time) and gave 
an awesome performance on the glockenspiel. Fantastic work Orly! 

 

GuGu VALUE AWARD 
Bronze: Ella McC  
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From the Principal 
Dear Parents/Guardians,  
 
New Wellbeing Dog! 
We are excited to announce that we are about to launch the Dogs Connect program in our school. This is a whole 
school wellbeing program, which will see the introduction of a fulltime wellbeing dog in our community. The 
success of having Digby at our school since 2017, has been a major reason for expanding our program. Our new 
school wellbeing dog will become a much loved and important member of our community, just like Digby. 
 
The Dogs Connect program will support us in implementing this very gradually, thoroughly, and considerately. At 
this stage we encourage anyone who would like to know more about this program to look through the website 
link below: 
 
https://dogsconnect.net.au 
 
We are very excited to be introducing our new wellbeing dog in the near future. We have a team of staff who will 
lead this program. We look forward to sending more information in the coming days. 
 
We would also like to assure the community that this program will not involve anyone who does not wish to be 
involved. We know that this work will have a really positive impact on many people in our community, and we 
acknowledge and respect that connection with our wellbeing dog will be offered on a huge variety of levels.   
 
The following video is a brief introduction to Dogs Connect. It goes for less than two minutes so I would encourage 
you to watch this. 
 
Community Introduction Video (for families) 
 
I look forward to sharing more information soon, including information about the dog. 
 
Parent-Teacher Interviews 
We have made a slight adjustment to our parent-teacher interviews. They will now be held one week later on 
Monday, 26th July and Tuesday 27th July.  
 
Mr Parkes is currently setting up the bookings on Compass. He will send out an alert of Monday afternoon to let 
everyone know that booking are open. This alert will include instructions on how to make a booking. 
 
We are still really hopeful of meeting with parents face-to-face. If restrictions are still in place, your child’s teacher 
will call you at the designated time and conduct the interview over the phone. 
 
Whole School House Day Tomorrow 
I know lots of children are looking forward to our House Day tomorrow. We would like all children to wear their 
regular school uniform for this event. 
 
Prep Enrolments 2022  
Prep enrolments for 2022 close on Friday, 25th June. Parents will be notified of the outcome of their application 
within a week of the closing date. 
 
Please visit our website (https://www.sgps.vic.edu.au/page/201/2022-Prep-Enrolment-Information) for further 
details, including a presentation, videos, photos and other important documents. 
 
End of Term 2 – Early School Finish and Assembly 
Term 2 will conclude at 2.15pm on Friday, 25th June.  Please make appropriate arrangements for the safe 
collection of your child/ren due to the earlier dismissal time.  There will be a brief assembly at 2.00pm over the PA 
system. 
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Bus Travellers – End of Term Pick Up 
The school bus will be collecting our students an hour earlier than normal on the last day of term.  This means 
that the bus is scheduled to arrive at our school at 2.45pm on Friday 25th June. 
 
Francis Trezise 

Principal 

Francis.Trezise@education.vic.gov.au 

 
From the Assistant Principal 
 

There is no safe number of days for missing school. Every day counts. 
Friday 11th June to Thursday 17th June (4 Days) 

Total Absences  Late Arrivals  
                                  145          88 
               (36 less than last week)          (13 less than last week) 
                           
This week’s e-safe topic: What Parents Need to Know about CALL OF DUTY: Modern Warfare 

Does your child play Call of Duty on their Xbox or PlayStation? How much do you know what your child can and 

can’t do in this game? Can they talk to strangers? Is there graphic and violent content they could be exposed to? Is 

there an age rating on the game?  

If your child does play Call of Duty and you are unsure of the answers to these questions, check out the flyer for 

parents attached with the newsletter today.   
 
The Writing Learning Task 

Teachers will release the sixth Learning Task for the semester tomorrow, based on Writing. Students had to 

complete an exposition piece of writing entitled, ‘A New Place Just For Kids’. We hope you find viewing your 

child’s writing sample along with the accompanying comments from the teacher valuable.  

 

You can look back on your child’s Learning Tasks from across the semester at any time. You will find them under 

the ‘Tasks’ tab in the Parent Portal of Compass. Semester Reports will be released via Compass next Thursday.  

 

 
Spare Clothing Running Low 
We have had to give out a considerable amount of spare clothing in recent weeks, including tracksuit pants, 
jumpers and underwear. We always have a supply of new underwear for when students have an accident and 
don’t make it to the toilet in time. We would appreciate families having a spare set of underwear in school bags if 
they are aware that their child is prone to accidents. If your child is loaned any other piece of clothing to replace a 
wet or muddied pair of pants or jumper, could these please be washed and returned to the office.     
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Planning Week Next Week 
The Specialist Timetable will be reorganised next week to enable teaching teams to be released to plan together 
for Term 3. This will mean that your child will have all of their specialist subjects on the same day.  
 
Planning Days for each Department are as follows: 
Monday – 3/4 
Tuesday 5/6 
Wednesday – 1/2 
Thursday - Prep 
 
Brett Parkes 
Assistant Principal 
Brett.Parkes@education.vic.gov.au 

 
RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS 

 
RR 3/4 Staley/Alexander  

Grade 3/4 Staley/Alexander have been exploring the notion of trust and how they know they trust someone. 
Students listed the name of five different people that they can help on one hand, and the names of five trusted 
people they can go to when they need help (or when they are worried that a friend or family member needs 
help).  

Trusted people could include a parent, teacher, friend, sibling, grandparent, aunt, uncle, cousin, sporting coach, 
etc. To conclude the lesson and review the learning intentions, students shared their helping hands with class 
buddies; explaining why they selected these people. 

 

  

3/4 Staley/Alexander  

 

      
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Last week, our students had the opportunity to write a letter to anyone they liked as part of our Big 
Write. Ava chose to write to our Prime Minister, Scott Morrison and I think we can all agree, she has 
really captured our thoughts. 
  
  
NB - I have typed Ava’s thoughts due to the highlighting as part of our editing process, making it difficult 
to read once scanned. 

  
Ava D 1/2 Schulz 
  
  
Dear Scott Morrison, 
  
I want Covid gone. I do not believe that you are trying as hard as you could be. 
  
It is getting out of hand.  We need you to get it back in hand. Please, please, please. 
  
I wrote this letter on Thursday. This letter is amazing, please don’t give up. 
  
Stuff is still possible so you can still fix Covid. Thank you. 
  
From, 
  
Ava the Great 
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Specialist Staff Information 

 
PE / Sport News 
Sporting Events Postponed 

As the DET ‘Operations Guide’ states that all sporting events need to be postponed at the moment, the 
following events have been rescheduled: 
Spring Gully PS Senior Athletics – Friday July 30th 
District Athletics – Tuesday 17th August 
 
Sandhurst Division Soccer 
Well done to our soccer teams who have represented our school at the Sandhurst Division Soccer 
tournament today.  Both teams demonstrated great sportsmanship and skill. They should be very proud 
of their efforts.  A detailed report will be in next week’s newsletter. 
  
Michael Smith – PE Co-ordinator 

 
Repeats 
Mid-Year Student Reports and Student Absences / Late Arrivals    
As absences are included in Student Reports, parents are asked to verify any outstanding unexplained 
absences/late arrivals.  Reports are due to be sent home via Compass on Thursday, 24th June. Hard copies are 
available only upon request.  
 
Winter Coats 
Children are permitted to wear ‘non-school’ coats and jackets to and from school. However, they are not 
permitted to be worn during school hours. School Council approved jumpers and jackets are available from our 
uniform supplier, Noone. 
 
 

Community 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Parent Club News 

A reminder that Fresh Fruit Friday runs every Friday morning.  If you would like to help cut fruit for distribution to 
our classrooms, please come and join us in the canteen area from 8.45 am. 

If you would like to get involved in Parents Group or any of our fundraising activities, please contact Em 
at hello@happyhandshappyheart.com.au. We would love to have you, the more the merrier. 

Emma - Parents Committee President 
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