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Newsletter 21 – Thursday, 25th July 2019 

Principal Awards – Grades Five AND Six 
Delaney B - 5/6 Daenke: Delaney brings an enthusiasm to school each day that is incredibly contagious. She 

enjoys challenges and strives to always improve. Keep that positive mindset going D! 

Cooper T – 5/6 Hartney: for his teamwork during the STEAM Project. Cooper was focused on the task at hand 

and displayed persistence when completing challenging work. He was respectful when sharing ideas and 

completed his tasks on time. 

Olivia B – 5/6 Lockett: for the positive attitude she shows towards her schoolwork. She displays a high level of 

motivation to improve, always taking on board feedback and striving to present her best work each and every 

time. Olivia is also a very helpful member of the class. Amazing work Olivia! 
William S – 5/6 Schulz: William consistently demonstrates active listening. He asks clarifying questions and 

applies constructive advice to continually improve his understanding. William shows respect to both his peers 

and teachers. He always uses his manners and engages in insightful conversations. William works well with 

others and shows team spirit in true Spring Gully style. He can be relied upon to undertake important tasks and 

carries them out dutifully and carefully. No matter the task, strives to do his very best. 

Matthew M – 5/6 Staley: Matthew has an outstanding work ethic. He is willing to persist through challenges and 

has been prepared to put in extra time to ensure he is improving all the time. He supports others in our class and 

is a terrific member of our community. 

 
VALUE TREE AWARDS 
Fairness: Rebel C, Jarvis O 

Personal Achievement: Sebastien B, Declan D, Ned G 

Responsibility:  Alice McG, Jack T 

 
Sports award 

Grace W – 5/6 Daenke: for her enthusiastic participation in Physical Education and her 

outstanding sportsmanship. 

 

Art Award 
Mackenzie M – Prep Haxby: Mackenzie created a gorgeous buzzy bee at part of studies in a Farm to Plate unit of 

work. Well done Mackenzie. 

 
DRAMA AWARD 

Aston W – Prep Haxby: for his excellent listening and group work this week in Drama. 

 
Principal: Mr. Francis Trezise 

Assistant Principal: Mr. Brett Parkes 

School Council President: Mr. Ronnie Lowe 

Reminders: 
 

SUPER BOSS DAY 
Bring along a gold coin donation tomorrow to see Mr 

Trezise and Mr Parkes dressed in Super Hero costume!! 
 

STUDENTS DO NOT DRESS UP 
 

 Monday, 29th July – Division Girls Football Carnival 
Tuesday, 30th July – Division Boys Football Carnival 

Wednesday, 31st July – Book orders due 
 

Our Values 
RESPECT – Valuing self, all others, property and the environment 

FRIENDLINESS – Interacting with all others in an open and welcoming manner 

PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT – Striving to be the best we can 

TEAM SPIRIT – Working together so we can learn from each other and all do our best 

FAIRNESS – Being fair in everything we do 

RESPONSIBILITY – Being relied upon to be honest, and do the right thing for yourself and the community 
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Diary Dates  

 2019  

Term 3   

July   

Friday, 26th  Heart Kids Super Hero Boss Dress-Up Day Fundraiser 

Monday, 29th  

6.30pm – 7.00pm 

7.00pm – 7.30pm 

7.30pm – 9.00pm 

Sandhurst Division Girls Football Carnival  (Selected students only) 

Grounds/Buildings/Landscape Subcommittee Meeting 

Accountability & Management Subcommittee Meeting 

School Council Meeting 

Tuesday, 30th  Sandhurst Division Boys Football Carnival  (Selected students only) 

Wednesday, 31st 3.15pm Book Club orders due 

August   

Thursday, 1st  Loddon Mallee Region Soccer  - Swan Hill  (Selected students only) 

Friday, 2nd  Learning Task 1 released - Mathematics  

Monday, 5th 6.30pm – 8.00pm Education & Community Development Sub Committee Meeting 

Friday, 9th 10.30am – 1.45pm 

2.45pm 

Bendigo Writers Festival  (Selected students only) 

Flag presentation by Lisa Chesters at assembly 

Monday, 19th 6.30pm – 7.00pm 

7.00pm – 7.30pm 

7.30pm – 9.00pm 

Grounds/Buildings/Landscape Subcommittee Meeting 

Accountability & Management Subcommittee Meeting 

School Council Meeting 

Friday, 23rd  Learning Task 2 released - Writing 

Friday, 30th  Premiers’ Reading Challenge finishes 

September   

Monday, 2nd 6.30pm – 8.00pm Education & Community Development Sub Committee Meeting 

Friday, 6th  Learning Task 3 released - Reading 

Monday, 16th 6.30pm – 7.00pm 

7.00pm – 7.30pm 

7.30pm – 9.00pm 

Grounds/Buildings/Landscape Subcommittee Meeting 

Accountability & Management Subcommittee Meeting 

School Council Meeting 

Friday, 20th  

2.30pm 

Footy Colours Day 

Learning Task 4 released – Topic Focus 

End of Term 3 

   

Every Week – 

Tuesday and Thursday mornings 8.15am – 8.45am – Early Morning Bat Tennis (Grade 3-6)                                                                               

Thursday – lunchtime – Chess Club 

Friday 9am – Fresh Fruit Friday 

 

From the Principal 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians,  
 

Mid-Year Census Day and 2020 Enrolments – Friday, 2nd August 

Part of this census is our projected enrolments for 2020 which will act as our Term 1, 2020 budget.  It is therefore 

important to have an accurate estimate as this determines staffing and grade structures for 2020.   
 

If you know of any families intending to enrol at this school for 2020, please pass on this information. Enrolments 

close on Thursday, 1st August for Prep students. 

 

 
LOTE AWARD 

Vegas B – 1/2 Vernon: Vegas uses her oral language with confidence and excellent understanding. This week 

Vegas learnt and used the phrase ' Was kostet das?' in a demonstration for the whole class. 

 

HISTORY AWARD 
No Award This Week 
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If your child will not be attending Spring Gully Primary School in 2020 we would appreciate you letting us know.  

 

Parent-Teacher Interviews 
We had a great response to parent-teacher interviews held on Monday and Tuesday night.  Thanks for the high level 

of interest and engagement in your child/children’s education.  I know the teachers thoroughly enjoy the 

opportunity to provide a face-to-face update on your child/children’s learning progress.  They also value the 

opportunity to strengthen the home-school relationship.  If you missed this opportunity, please talk to your  

child/children’s teacher/s to make a mutually convenient time to meet. 

 

Parent Opinion Survey 
Approximately 30% of our families were randomly selected from CASES to receive an email with a link to the 

2019 Parent Opinion Survey.  If selected, you would have received this email on Monday. 

  

Please take the time to complete the survey, as your opinions are important to us and will contribute to the future 

management and organisation of our school.   

·         The survey is conducted online by ORIMA Research and should take around 15 minutes to complete. 

·         The survey will be open until Sunday 11th August 2019. 

·         The survey can be completed using any device connected to the internet (even a mobile phone). 


Should you require access to a device to complete the survey, please let the school office know. 

 

Student Attitude to School Survey 
Late in term 1 our grade 4-6 students completed Student Attitude to School (SATS) Surveys along with all other 

grade 4-6 students in public schools across the state.  The results for this year’s survey came through last Friday. I 

have had a quick look at the results, however, we will look at these as a staff in depth over the next few weeks. I 

will also share these results with our School Council next week. 

  

Overall the results are positive, with a majority of indicators improving from last year’s results.   

  

Visitor Sign In/Out Platform - Passtab  
Last term, we enabled the new sign in and out platform for visitors called Passtab. Passtab enables our school to 

keep a digital record of who is in the school at any given point with the aim that this will support our child safety 

practices and emergency procedures. 

  

If you are intending on visiting (longer than a drop-off) or helping out in your child’s classroom, we ask that you: 

 Come to the office. 

 Sign in and collect a visitor’s pass. 

 Visit the key person in the school who you have organised to see. 

 Return your visitor’s pass at the completion of your visit and sign out. 

 

By doing this well, we will ensure everyone is safe on our site. We thank you for your cooperation with this in 

advance. 

 

Big Write and Cold Write Schedule (Including Talk Homework)  
Once again this term students will undertake a number of Big Writes and a Cold Write as part of our writing program. 

In addition, there will be Talk Homework sent home as part of preparing for each Big Write. 

  

Big Writes: 

These writing sessions are simply a chance for your child to spend some time writing about a prompt in the genre 

that they are currently studying. 

  

During these sessions the classroom environment is changed to create a calming atmosphere that is something 

different from the day to day workings of the classroom. Typically lights are dimmed, candles lit (or turned on) and 

soft relaxing music will play.  Students have some time to read and discuss the prompt, create a plan, write and then 

edit their work. 

  

Teachers will be roving the room and supporting those students with their thinking during this time. 
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Talk Homework: 

On the Monday before a Big Write some Talk Homework will be sent home. This will comprise of a prompt for 

families to discuss with their children. 

  

The parent’s role in Talk Homework is to create the environment for their child to talk about the prompt and share 

ideas. Nothing more, nothing less! Students will then pick up on ideas to use in their Big Write session. 

  

Cold Write: 

In Week 3 your child will participate in a Cold Write. A Cold Write is exactly the same as a Big Write except a 

consistent writing prompt is used across teams on a set genre and there is no Talk Homework. Students are 

presented with the prompt on the day. 

  

Note: Should a Big Write or Cold Write clash with a school event, an alternative date in that week (usually a day 

either side) will be organised and communicated to parents. 

       
Francis Trezise 
Principal 

trezise.francis.c@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

From the Assistant Principal 

 

This week’s e-safe topic: 8 tips to keep on top of your child’s screen time – from the Office of the 

Children’s eSafety Commissioner 
Lead by example. Reduce your own screen time. 

Agree on daily screen time limits. It’s not about punishment, it’s about keeping a balance. 

Start with small reductions, to help lessen any resistance. 

Resist giving mobile devices to children when going out – take books or toys instead. 

Set tech-free zones and times at home – e.g. all screens off in bedrooms after a specified time. 

Use tech tools to manage access, such as parental controls. 

Be involved – watch TV and play games together. 

Plan screen-free time, like outdoor play, music and sport. 

 

What Can I Expect to See in a Learning Task? 

Our first Learning Task relating to Mathematics will be released to families next Friday 2nd September.  

So what can families expect to see? 

1. A statement indicating the general test level undertaken by the student.  

2. A comment from the teacher. Teachers will focus this comment on the student’s general engagement and 

disposition towards in Mathematics. 

3. An Artefact – based on the Mathematics assessment undertaken by the student, a document will be shared 

that provides families with a snapshot of how the student responded to questions addressing key concepts 

within the assessment. 

 

 Brett Parkes 

Assistant Principal 

parkes.brett.b@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

There is no safe number of days for missing school. Every day counts. 
Week 1 of Term 3 

91% total school wide attendance 
95% school wide attendance (not including absences relating to illness or medical) 

There were 68 late arrives in Week 1.  
The TOP CLASSES for arrival time for the week were: 

5/6 Daenke, 3/4 Murphy and 1/2 Vernon   
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RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS 

  

This week 3/4 Crawford completed a lesson on challenging stereotypes based on gender and other 
differences between boys and girls.   

Respectful Relationships suggests that it is useful to do explicit work with children to acknowledge, explore and 
celebrate diverse identities. This helps children realise that their likes and dislikes do not have to be limited by 
gender and their preferences and interests can change and evolve over time. 

Some of the important things we discussed were: 

-students named and shared some of their different interests 

-what they believe makes up their identity or individuality 

-some of the differences and similarities between themselves and their peers in the class 

-how important it is that we respect differences between people 

-that boys and girls can share similar interests and that these interests can change over time or remain the same 

Quotes from our lesson:  

“You shouldn’t be kicked out or excluded because of your gender”. Abby 

“Everyone can choose to do the same thing, it shouldn’t matter what your gender is”. Darcy M 

“People don’t have to do what other people or genders do, because you’re the boss of you”! Nathan  

“You don’t need to like the same things as your friend, you can choose just to be you!” Cruz 

“If you’re boy and have long hair or a girl who plays a different sport, you shouldn’t get bullied because everyone’s different”. 

Abbey  

“If you’re a girl, you can have short hair”. Azer 

“It doesn’t matter who you are, you can still do anything you want”! Ciara 
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Specialist Staff Information 
 

 
P.E. / Sport News 
Good Luck to our Sporting Teams 

We have a number of students representing the School next week in team sports. Our Girls and Boys football teams 

will playing in the Sandhurst Division Tournament at Espom/Huntly Reserve on Monday and Tuesday respectively. 

Our Boys soccer team will be playing in the Regional Final at Swan Hill on Thursday. The winner of this 

tournament will progress to the State Final later this year. Thanks again to Dennis Barnett for coaching this team 

and to the parents who have offered to transport the players. 

We wish everyone involved the best of luck. 

 

No Early Morning Bat Tennis this Week. 

Due to the aforementioned sporting events, I will not be able to run Early Morning Bat Tennis this week. 

 

MS 24Hr Mega Swim 

Our School Captain, Grace W, has signed up to participate in the MS 24hr Mega Swim fundraiser. All money 

raised through this event will go to support people who are living with Multiple Sclerosis. We would like to wish 

Grace all the best. 

 
Michael Smith – PE Co-ordinator  

 
German News 
Congratulations to the students who participated in the German Poetry Competition at BSE this week.   

Year 4: Matilda C, Rebecca H and Alice McG 

 

Year 5: Keagan McG, Darcey L and Grace O'S 

 

Year 6: Annalise L, Evie H and Bella S 

 

Results of the competition were as follows 

 

Year 4: First Place: Alice McG, Second Place: Matilda C 

 

Year 5: First Place: Darcey L, Second Place: Grace O'S 

 

Year 6: First Place: Evie H 
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Felicity Woodward 

Languages Teacher 

 

 
Active Travel News 
Winter WoW Wednesdays – only 5 to go!  
The building works have made getting into school a little more complex but it’s great to see plenty of bikes in the 

racks each morning  (in fact, riding, walking or scooting might be the easiest way to access the front of the school at 

the moment).  

The good news is that there are only five more winter WoW Wednesdays to go! 

Can your family manage to walk, ride or scoot on all five? If you live further away, try walking or scooting part 

way – e.g. from Stanley Avenue or the cricket oval. (Just to clarify: walking from the school car parks and roadside 

is not counted as a walk – even though it is a long walk to some classrooms at the moment!).     
 

Nicola Dunnicliff-Wells    (Active Travel Co-ordinator) 

 

SRC News 

Super hero day 

Super hero day is on Friday the 26th of July. Mr Trezise and Mr 

Parkes will be dressing up as super heroes, for Heartkids. 

Heartkids is an organisation that helps children with heart disease 

and their families.  

Students DO NOT get dressed up as a super hero. It is only for the 

Principal and Assistant Principal. 

Could students please bring a gold coin donation on the day to see 

them dressed up. 
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From Gio and the SRC Team   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

General            

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Club News 
Fresh Fruit Friday 

Thanks to the generosity of the McKern Foundation our junior students get platefuls of fresh fruit on Friday 

mornings. If you ever have free time on Friday mornings after school drop off, to help us chop up and deliver this 

fruit to the class room, please come and join in. The more the merrier.  

 

Involvement 

If you would like to get involved in any of our activities or meetings, please make yourself known via one of our 

members or through the Facebook group below. 

 

The more the merrier. 

 

Stay in touch with us here:  
https://www.facebook.com/SpringGullyParentsClub/ 
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Repeat Notices 

Prep 2020 - Enrolment Deadline  
Parents who are intending to enrol their child in Prep at Spring Gully Primary School in 2020, should collect an 

Information Pack and Enrolment Form from the school office. The pack includes information pertinent to Spring 

Gully PS and includes the official school enrolment form. The enrolment form and a copy of the child’s birth 

certificate and immunisation record must be returned to school by Thursday, 1st August 2019. This date has been 

set by the school so that we can effectively manage our enrolments for 2020.  This date is particularly important for 

those families that may miss out on a place at our school for 2020, as it will allow time for them to find an 

alternative school. 

 

To assist with planning for 2020, if you already know that your child in Grades Prep – Year 5 this year will be 

leaving SGPS at the end of the year, please let the office know. 

 

2020 Prep Dates 

The dates and activities below relate to our 2020 Prep intake. Prospective Prep parents are encouraged to partake in 

these activities. 

 

Orientation Program Dates for 2020 Preps 

Thursday, 14 November – 9.00am-10.00am  

Wednesday, 20th November – 9.00am-10.00am 

Wednesday, 27th November – 9.00am-10.30am 

Tuesday, 10th December – 9.00am-12.00pm 

 

 

 
 

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 
A reminder to those children participating in the Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge at Spring Gully Primary 
School that it will soon come to a close. 
 
The Challenge was open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance of reading 
for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for children who wished to participate 
and read a set number of books by 30th August 2019. 
 
At the beginning of the year children from Prep to Year 2 were encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with 
their parents and teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 were challenged to read 15 books. You still have time 
to complete the Challenge if you choose! 
 
All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian Premier and 
former Premiers at the end of the year. 
 
To view the booklists and for more information about the Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: 
www.education.vic.gov.au/prc  
 

Community News  
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Drum Lessons 
Dave Dewar will continue to provide drum lessons this year.  Please contact the office if you require further 

information. 
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Junior golf clinics 

 Bendigo Golf Club  

Here at Bendigo Golf Club we want to introduce juniors to the game of golf in a relaxed and fun 

environment with a range of activities and games, helping them develop the skills required to play golf 

to the best of their individual abilities. 

 

When: Thursday afternoons from 4-5pm 

Where: Bendigo Golf Club, golf course road Epsom 

How Much: $5 per class  

Age Group: 5 – 17 years old 

Includes: 

- Tuition from an experienced Golf Professional 

- 3 week rotation (range, short game, golf course) 

- Parents encouraged to stay  

Please contact PGA professional Brad Wilson for bookings and further information as numbers are 

limited.  

P: 0421 802 337 

E: bradwilson@pgamember.org.au 
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