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Newsletter 27 – Thursday, 29th October 2020 

Principal Awards – grades Three & Four 
Louis D - 3/4 Crawford: for his resilient approach to learning and the outstanding results he has achieved 

recently in class. Louis works hard each day to improve his learning and he has recently developed his 
confidence and skills in Mathematics, demonstrating some excellent results in his recent testing!  

Great work Louis, I’m super proud of you! 
William D - 3/4 Frederick: William has shown great determination in wanting to produce the best work he can 
in all subjects. Once he puts his mind to something, he is unstoppable at achieving his goals. Keep believing in 

yourself William! 
Hunter A - 3/4 Frederick: Hunter displays our School Values in everything he does. He works independently and 

is a wonderful asset to our class, contributing ideas and always helping others. Keep it up champ! 
Owen P - 3/4 Murphy:  Owen consistently displays our School Value of Respect, as he is always kind and caring 

to his peers. In class, he listens to all instructions and is able to independently begin his work. Owen is a 
wonderful role model to students in our class and the whole 3/4 department. Keep up the great work Owen. 

Thomas C - 3/4 Staley/Alexander: for his courage, confidence and enthusiasm this week spending an afternoon 
with our senior kids exploring the circuit kits! Well done Thomas! 

Maya D – 3/4 Staley/Alexander: Maya is a leader in our school who leads by example in and out of the 
classroom. She treats others well and is always looking to complete her best work! I love the enthusiasm she 

has for our school and learning in all subjects. Well done Maya! 
 

SCHOOL VALUE AWARDS 
Respect: Cai L, Izaac McE, Lisa S, Jack T 

Responsibility:  Memphus B, George G, Edwin M, Ellie S 
Resilience: Mischa F, Rebecca H, Alice McG, Grace O’S 

 

Sports award 
Declan S – 3/4 Murphy: for his enthusiastic participation in Physical Education and his                          

outstanding sportsmanship. 
 
 

 

Principal: Mr. Francis Trezise 
Assistant Principal: Mr. Brett Parkes 

School Council President: Mr. Ronnie Lowe 

Reminders: 
Be Awesome Day – Wednesday, 4th November 

 
Parent information session for confirmed 2021                

Prep enrolments 
– Wednesday, 4th November  6.30pm – 7.45pm 

 
Prep Ballarat Wildlife Park Excursion – Thursday, 5th 

November  8.00am – 3.15pm 

Our Values 

RESPECT: valuing self, all others, property and the environment. 
RESPONSIBILITY: being relied upon to be honest, and do the right thing for yourself and for the 

community. 

RESILIENCE: we are dedicated and focused learners, who persist when things are challenging and use 

feedback to improve our future efforts. 
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Diary Dates  

 2020  

Term 4   

October   

Friday, 30th  World Teachers’ Day 
Book Week Dress Up  

November   

Monday, 2nd 6.30pm – 8.00pm Education & Community Development Sub-Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, 4th  
6.30pm – 7.45pm 

Be Awesome Day 
Parent information session for confirmed 2021 enrolments 

Thursday, 5th 8.00am – 3.15pm Prep Ballarat Wildlife Park Excursion 

Friday, 6th  Learning Task 1 released - Mathematics 

Monday, 9th  Curriculum Day – Assessment and Reporting - Student free day  

Monday, 9th – 
Friday, 20th 

 School Dental Program – Smile Squad Program 

Wednesday, 11th   

Thursday, 12th 9.00am -10.00am 2021 Prep Transition Day* (currently restricted but we are hopeful of this changing) 

Monday, 16th 7.30pm – 8.30pm School Council General Meeting 

Thursday, 19th 9.00am – 10.00am 2021 Prep Transition Day* (currently restricted but we are hopeful of this changing) 

Friday, 20th  Learning Task 2 released - Reading 

Thursday, 26th 9.00am – 10.30am 2021 Prep Transition Day* (currently restricted but we are hopeful of this changing) 

Monday, 30th 6.30pm – 8.00pm Education & Community Development Sub-Committee Meeting 

December   

Friday, 4th  Curriculum Day – Annual Implementation Plan - Student free day 

Tuesday, 8th 9.00am – 12.00pm 2021 Prep Transition Day 
Step Up Day – Prep- Grade 5 
2021 Year 7 Orientation Day* (currently cancelled but we are hopeful of this 

changing) 
Friday, 11th  Learning Task 3 released - Writing 

Thursday, 17th  School Reports Semester 2 released via Compass 

Every Week – 
         Monday lunch time – Grades 3-6 Dance Troupe 

Tuesday lunch time - Grades 3-6 Coding Club 
Wednesday lunch time – Grade 3-6 Ukulele Club & Art Room open to all student 
Friday lunch time - Grades 3-6 Chess Club 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday Lunch time - Grades Prep to 6 Kids Club 

 
 

Art Award 
Emma A – 1/2 Smart: Emma followed instructions carefully to complete a fantastic multi-step rainbow 

sculpture. Brilliant work Emma. 
 

LOTE Award 
Blake F – Prep Pesina:  Blake, I loved your ideas this week in German class. What a great idea to have Felix and 

Franzi meet up with our other puppet friend , Socke? We will try to make a little video this year and I look 
forward to your input! Frau Woodward.  

 

MUSIC AWARD 
 No Award This Week 
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2021 TERM DATES 
Term 1 - January 27th (school teachers start) – April 1st 

Students commence - January 28th 
Term 2 - April 19th – June 25th 

Term 3 - July 12th – September 17th 
Term 4 - October 4th – December 17th 

 
 
From the Principal  
Dear Parents/Guardians,  
 
School Review Complete 
Thank you to all of the families who completed the survey earlier this year, I believe we had 34 responses. 
Although we didn’t have a high number of family members attend the WebEx forum last Thursday, the panel still 
enjoyed a productive discussion and collated some great feedback. Thanks again to all the parents/carers who 
contributed to our School Review, your feedback formed part of the information used to guide the review 
documentation and the development of our next School Strategic Plan. 
  
The panel commented frequently throughout the review process about how great our school is. They were 
impressed with the strong culture this is evident, the friendly and welcoming staff and students, as well as 
commitment and dedication of all involved in our school. The panel said that Brett and I must be very proud of 
our school and community. Indeed, we are! 
 
World Teachers’ Day 
World Teachers’ Day was celebrated across Australia today. However, we will celebrate this day on Monday with a 
special morning tea. I, like many parents, feel fortunate to have my children educated by such dedicated, 
passionate and caring people. 
 
Be Awesome Day – Wednesday, 4th November 
Our SRC and staff have been busy preparing for our ‘Be Awesome’ Day next Wednesday. Last year was a 
wonderful celebration of our new school motto that was inspired by Mr Stevens, our amazing teacher, colleague 
and friend. Mr Stevens is tragically no longer with us but his legacy lives on and he continues to inspire us each 
and every day. 
 
A Message from Delaney B in 5/6 Lockett about ‘Be Awesome Day’:  
Please wear bright and colourful clothes to help recognise Stevo’s bright and colourful personality. It would be 
great if you could make a donation to Kidney Health Australia to help fund research and save lives.   
https://kidney.org.au/  
 
Grade Structures/Class Placements    
Our grade structures and grade placements for 2021 will be shared with School Council at our next meeting. I will 
then place these in our newsletter. Teacher placements will also be made available soon, although the Prep team 
has already been confirmed. 
 
Remembrance Day – Wednesday 11th November     
At 11:00am on 11th November each year, a minute’s silence is traditionally observed to remember those who 
have died or suffered in wars and conflicts around the world.  
 
Wednesday 11th November 2020 commemorates the 102nd anniversary of Remembrance Day.  
 
We will hold a minute’s silence at school on Wednesday November 11th at 11.00am.  
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“Lest We Forget” RSL Poppy Appeal    
We are pleased to be able to assist the RSL with the selling of poppies.  We have on sale, pin poppies $1, pin 
poppies on card for $2, $5 or $10 each, wristbands for $3 each and pens for $5 each.  Items can be purchased 
from the office. 
 
2021 Prep Information Evening    
We will be holding our Prep Information Evening next Wednesday 4th November at 6.30pm. This session is being 
held via the videoconferencing platform, WebEx, for the parents of our confirmed 2021 Prep cohort. Ms Vernon, 
our Transition Coordinator, will email the families of our 2021 Prep families with further details soon. The aim of 
the evening will be to provide information to parents that will assist in making their child’s transition into school 
life as smooth as possible. 
    

Francis Trezise 
Principal (Francis.Trezise@education.vic.gov.au) 

 
From the Assistant Principal 

This week’s e-safe topic: Are They Old Enough?  

How to navigate key online milestones for your child. 

Parents and carers play a key role in guiding their children as they first encounter the online world and begin to 
learn through exploration, play and social interaction.  

When is your child old enough to take their first online steps and begin to explore on their own? How soon are 
they ready for smartphones and social media accounts?  

It is a good idea to protect younger children from online risks such as encountering harmful content, contact with 
strangers or missing out on physical activity. But it is up to you to decide when and how they take these first 
steps, and how best to support them as they begin their online journey.  

Keep reading this article from the eSafety Commissioner (Australia) here: 
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/skills-advice/are-they-old-enough 
 
Photo Day  
Thanks to our community for getting organised for Photo Day at such short notice. We were thrilled to be able to 
go ahead with Photo Day for our community. Orders should be back at school and will be sent home, in the next 3 
weeks.  
 
SGPS Canteen  
In the past 2 weeks we have had approximately 150 students order their lunch each week. On the menu next 
week is a choice of chicken schnitzel burger, fried rice, corn chips and/or spinach and feta muffin. Orders close 
next Tuesday at 9am.  
 
Book Week Dress Up 
We had an amazing array of different characters dressed up to celebrate Book Week today. It wasn’t quite the 
same without our usual Book Week Parade this morning, with all the parents in to watch and take part. We can’t 
wait to get back to important events like this next year. Check out the class photos attached with the newsletter 
today.  
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RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS 
 

 

Prep children are learning about who can help when they have questions or problems at school. 
 
Here is a list of people we came up with, who can help us: 
*our teachers 
*friends 
*the yard duty teacher 
*Grade 5 buddies  
*Nurse Wendy 
*Mr Trezise and Mr Parkes  
 
We are very lucky to have so many wonderful helpers in our Spring Gully Primary School community! 

 

Kenning and Senses Poems 
Grade 5/6 Poetry 
  
Thunderstorms 
The rain falls heavy, filling my nose with the smell of wet grass. 
Thunder roads across the sky, piercing my ears. 
The lightning flashes outside, brightening the car. 
The damp air cools my mouth as I breathe. 
The heated car seat warms my hardened back. 
  
Hallow Nest 
Forgotten paths 
Lush trails 
Fungus chasm 
Acid archives 
Fallen capital 
Claustrophobic dens 
Ancient structures 
Defying Outskirts 
  
 Both by Charlie L 
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P.E. / Sport News 
Footy Colours Day  
Congratulations to everyone for contributing to our Footy Colours Day.  We were able to raise $613 with all 
proceeds going to the “Fight Cancer Foundation”.  It was great to see so many students dressed up in their 
favourite team colours. 
 
Highlight of the day was the “Stevo Cup” basketball game between the Grade 6 students and the teachers. The 
game was a lot of fun with some wonderful skills on display. The students were elated to be announced the 
winners this year, however it appears a number of staff have been going over the footage in their attempts to 
have this decision overturned - haha! 
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Michael Smith – PE Co-ordinator 
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General 

 
Active Travel News 
 

 
 
Have you been riding or walking in the bush around Bendigo this spring? It’s been a fabulous year for wildflowers! 
Or you might have seen birds and butterflies along the trail on your way to and from school. 
If you haven’t been out and about, it’s well worth the effort – even a walk or ride between Stanley Avenue and 
school is a beautiful way to soak up some spring weather. 
 
National Ride2School Day sticker competition 
National Ride2School Day is on Friday 19 March next year and the Ride2School team at Bicycle Network is looking 
for budding designers to create new stickers that celebrate the fun of walking, riding, scooting and skating to 
school! Creator of the winning design will win a brand new BYK bike and a healthy breakfast for their school. Get 
your design in by 4 December. 
For details and to enter, visit ride2school.com.au or click here. 
 
Nicola Dunnicliff-Wells    (Active Travel Co-ordinator) 

 
 

Repeat Notices 
Change of Plans for 2021 
Accurate enrolment numbers are crucial when it comes to planning for 2021.  If your child/children will not be 
with us next year, please contact your child’s teacher or the office as soon as possible. 
 
2021 Placement Requests    
Throughout the rest of October and November we will continue to work on our class structures and student 
combinations for next year.   
 
In the past we have worked to ensure friendship groups remain together in some capacity, however it is equally 
important to recognise the need to establish productive environments that support learning, as well as 
maintaining or building new friendship groups. If there are any concerns about friendship placements for students 
in 2021, please let me know in writing or via email Francis.Trezise@education.vic.gov.au by Friday, 6th November. 
No late requests will be considered. Please note that it is not possible for parents to request specific teachers as it 
would be impossible to accommodate all requests. Our process is to develop matched classroom groups based on 
social and educational needs, and then we match teachers to each class. In this way all classes are developed 
equally.   
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Currently we do not know who will be teaching which grades next year, with the exception of our Prep Teaching 
team which will consist of Mrs Pesina, Mr Greer and Miss Vernon. Several factors will determine how the rest of 
our classes and teacher placements are finally decided. 
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Recruitments are open for 2021 

  
  
The Zodiacs netball club are now open for expressions of interest for season 2021. 
Age groups are Grade 6 through to 18 years and under. 
Below is the link for you to express your interest in joining a club with a strong history of 
success on and off the court at  Bendigo Strathdale Netball Association. 
  
The Zodiacs’ experienced coaches value dedication, effort and teamwork. You can 
learn for fun or to compete! 
Please share among your friends. 
Players who fill out the attached link will be contacted by the club requesting their 
attendance at our information day on Sunday 22nd November. 
  
If you are interested in joining The Zodiacs Netball Club, please click on the link to 
register your interest: New Player Expression of Interest form 
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New Player Expression of Interest form 
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