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Newsletter 29 – Thursday, 19th November 2020 

Principal Awards – grades Three & Four 
Claire H - 3/4 Crawford: for the outstanding growth she has shown in her recent reading assessments! Clare has 

worked so hard all year and she is now seeing some amazing results! Well done Clare! 
Kaitlyn S - 3/4 Frederick: Kaitlyn has been putting in her finest effort in class this term. She has shown vast 

growth in her reading and mathematical abilities because she has been working hard. 
Keep being an awesome learner and you will go far Kaitlyn. Fantastic! 

Sean M - 3/4 Frederick: Sean is an all-rounder… kind, thoughtful, hardworking and possesses a bright and happy 
nature. He follows our School Values and is always learning to be as respectful, responsible and resilient as he 

can. He loves school and it shows when he excels in Maths, Reading and Writing. Great work buddy! 
Jessica L- 3/4 Murphy: Jessica is an amazing member of our classroom and reflects all of the School Values.  

She always produces brilliant work and tries hard in every lesson. She is a great role model for everyone.  
Super work Jessica. 

Cai L - 3/4 Murphy: Cai consistently displays our all of our School Values. He contributes to class discussions  
and is very considerate of other members of the classroom. He is a great role model for everyone. 

 Keep up the great work Cai. 
Remy K - 3/4 Staley/Alexander: for all of her awesome her work in and out of the classroom. Remy is a 

motivated learner, always prepared to take on challenges and is keen to explore new ideas. Well done Remy! 
 

SCHOOL VALUE AWARDS 
Respect:  Hunter B, Eula M, Lisa S , Patrick W, Reagan W 

Responsibility:  Molly B, Michael D-W, Eloise H, Torbey L, Kylan McA, Grace O’S, Reuben P, Samuel P,  
Dominic S, Cooper S,  Xavier S, Iris T, Luca T 

Resilience:  Mischa F, Olivia H, William M, Lucy J-R, Hamysh K, Zarnie W 
 

Sports award 
Ursula A – 3/4 Crawford: for her enthusiastic participation in Physical Education and her                         

outstanding sportsmanship. 
 
 

 

Principal: Mr. Francis Trezise 
Assistant Principal: Mr. Brett Parkes 

School Council President: Mr. Ronnie Lowe 

Reminders: 
Friday 20th November:  

Learning Task 2 released - Writing 
 

2021 Booklist/Stationery Orders 
Orders to be placed online at 

www.jiofficeproducts.com.au 

Orders NOW open and will close on 8/12/2020 - Please 

refer to the instructions outlined in the Repeat Notice section of the 

newsletter 

 

 

 

P 

 

Our Values 

RESPECT: valuing self, all others, property and the environment. 
RESPONSIBILITY: being relied upon to be honest, and do the right thing for yourself and for the 

community. 

RESILIENCE: we are dedicated and focused learners, who persist when things are challenging and use 

feedback to improve our future efforts. 
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Diary Dates  

 2020  

Term 4   

November   

Friday, 20th  Learning Task 2 released - Reading 

Thursday, 26th  2021 Prep Transition Day* (times to be advised) 

Monday, 30th 6.30pm – 8.00pm Education & Community Development Sub-Committee Meeting 

December   

Thursday, 3rd  2021 Prep Transition Day (times to be advised) 

Friday, 4th  Curriculum Day – Annual Implementation Plan - Student free day 

Monday, 7th 7.30pm – 9.00pm School Council Meeting 

Tuesday, 8th 9.00am – 12.00pm 2021 Prep Transition Day 
Step Up Day – Prep- Grade 5 
2021 Year 7 Orientation Day* (currently cancelled but we are hopeful of this 

changing) 

2021 Booklist/Stationary online orders close 

Friday, 11th  Learning Task 3 released - Writing 

Monday, 14th 9.00am – 11.30am 
5.00pm – 6.30pm 
7.30pm 

Grade 6 Graduation Rehearsal and Ceremony (students only) 
Grade 6 Graduation Dinner and Disco 
Grade 6 Graduation - Stream 

Wednesday, 15th 9.00am – 3.00pm Grade 6 Graduation celebrations 

Thursday, 17th  School Reports Semester 2 released via Compass 

Friday, 18th 1.15pm End of Term 4 

 
 
Every Week – 

         Monday lunch time – Grades 3-6 Dance Troupe 
Tuesday lunch time - Grades 3-6 Coding Club 
Wednesday lunch time – Grade 3-6 Ukulele Club & Art Room open to all student 
Friday lunch time - Grades 3-6 Chess Club 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday Lunch time - Grades Prep to 6 Kids Club 

 
2021 TERM DATES 

Term 1 - January 27th (school teachers start) – April 1st 
Students commence - January 28th 

Term 2 - April 19th – June 25th 
Term 3 - July 12th – September 17th 

Term 4 - October 4th – December 17th 

 
 
 

Art Award 
Samuel – 1/2 Arthur: Samuel created a stunning ceramic rainbow sculpture in Art! Well done Samuel. 

LOTE Award 
Cade McC – 5/6 Lockett: Cade, your Fanta costume for German Day was wunderbar! Thanks for going to so 

much trouble to make it. Well done! 
 

MUSIC AWARD 
No Award This Week  
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From the Principal  
Dear Parents/Guardians,  
 
Prep 2021 – Transition Begins! 

I was a very excited principal (and parent) this morning, as our Prep 2021 transition program finally commenced. 

Given the uncertainty of transition programs due to COVID-19, I’m just really pleased that these children can visit 

our school, meet their teachers and get familiar with our school. 

 

It was great to see 58 out of 59 children attend. Better still, it was awesome to see how happy they were spending 

time with Miss Vernon and meeting new friends. I look forward to continuing our transition program next week. 

 
Who’s Teaching Where?   

All staff will receive confirmation of their teaching roles for 2021 once recruitment processes have been finalised. I 

hope to include details in the newsletter on Thursday, 3rd December. I’ll also include details around our general 

workforce planning then, as we are still fine tuning a few things. 

 

2021 Class Placements  

Staff recently asked students to give us the names of up to five other students that they believe they could work well 

with in a class next year. Staff have been using this information to assist in determining our class lists. However, 

given that we aim to ensure that each class has a balanced number of boys and girls, academic performance, and so 

on, we can only ensure that each child has at least one of his/her suggested student’s in the class. 

 

Our teachers are very thorough in completing this process and always focus on creating the best teaching and 

learning environment for all students. 

 

Traffic Safety 

I have been contacted recently by some of our parents, as well as some of our neighbours, who have raised some 

concerns. Please see a summary below: 

 

Walker Drive – a number of families are parking in ‘no parking’ areas opposite the school on Walker Drive. 

Families are reporting some near misses as children cross the road and jump in their car. There is no parking spaces 

in this spot as it is at the top of a rise and there is no safe place for the children to cross the road. 

 

Autumn Gully – a number of families are concerned with the speed that cars are entering Autumn Gully Road from 

Spring Gully Road at the end of the school day. Please be very carefully as many of our children cross this road on 

foot, bikes and scooters. 

 

Spring Gully Road – a couple of our neighbours have had difficulty leaving or entering their driveway. Please avoid 

parking across driveways during school drop-off and pick-up. 

 
Final Day of 2020 – early dismissal & final assembly 

The final school day for Spring Gully PS students will be Friday, 18th December. Parents should note the earlier 

finishing time of 1.15pm.  

  

The final assembly for 2020 will commence at 1.00pm. Students will be dismissed from their classrooms at 

1.15pm.  

 

School Council Summary 

Our November School Council meeting was held on Monday. Many items were discussed and/or ratified, 

including: 

 

Staffing News 

A staffing update was provided to School Council, including the current process to fill Mrs Arthur’s position. 

  

Classroom Structures 2021  

Our classroom structures for 2021 will be as follows:  

Prep x 3 classes of 19/20 

Grade 1/2 x 5 classes of 23/24 
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Grade 3/4 x 4 classes of 26/27 

Grade 5/6 x 4 classes of 28/29 

 

Class Placement 2021  

Our classes for next year will be located as follow: 

 

Junior Building  

Prep x 3 

Grade 1/2 x 3 

 

5-Mod Building  

Grade 1/2 x 2  

 

Current 3/4 Building  

Grade 3/4 x 4 

 

BER Building  

Grade 5/6 x 4 

 

Music, Art and German will continue in their existing rooms. 

 

Indicative SRP & School Budget  

Our budgeting process for 2021 started some weeks ago. All budget requests are now in. Judy, Brett and I have 

considered a draft budget. This was presented to School Council, but cannot be confirmed until after the February 

Enrolment Census 2021. 

 

Tutoring Program  

Some details relating to the new tutoring program was shared with School Council. Employment relating to this 

initiative will take place soon. 

 

Goals, KIS & Targets 

The new Goals and Key Improvement Strategies were shared with School Council. A summary of these are below. 

 

Goal 1 

To improve literacy and numeracy outcomes for all students. 

 

Key Improvement Strategies 

 Build teacher capacity to plan and deliver a differentiated curriculum 

 Build teacher capacity in data literacy. 

 Enhance collaborative structures and processes which maintain high level professional learning 

communities. 

 

Goal 2 

To improve engagement in learning for all students. 

 

Key Improvement Strategies 

 Build teacher knowledge to address student voice and agency 

 Establish authentic learning partnership throughout the school which develop independent and self-

regulating learners. 

 Develop a culture of high expectation and excellence throughout the school community 

 

Goal 3 

To improve the wellbeing and resilience of all students 

 

Key Improvement Strategies 

 Embed School Wide Positive Behaviours Support (SWPBS) model across the school to support the needs 

of current and future students. 

 Further develop a safe and respectful environment for all students with a focus on resilience. 
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2021 Fees and Levies 

Fees and levies for 2021 were endorsed by School Council. 

 

Parent Club 

Parent Club have approved the purchase of a new basketball ring that can be used by all students, including our 

junior students. Thanks Parent Club! We will include some photos once this project is completed. 

 

Education and Community Development Subcommittee 

School Council approved and endorsed the following policies that were reviewed by the Education and Community 

Development Subcommittee:  

- Asthma 

- Allergy 

- Anaphylaxis 

 

Child Safety Report 

PROTECT Training modules video clips for School Council were viewed by members. 

 

Landscape/Grounds/Buildings Subcommittee 

The portable building at the front of the school will be repaired and repainted in January due to the damage caused 

by the birds. 

 

Canteen 

A summary of canteen sales was shared with School Council. There is an average of approximately 150 orders each 

week. 

 

Semester 2 Student Reports 

The Department have provided guidelines on student reporting requirements for Semester 2. The reports will 

consist of specialist teacher reports, teacher comments, student comments and work habits. Learning Tasks that 

have already been released on Compass are also part of the Semester 2 reporting process. 

 

Francis Trezise   

Principal (Francis.Trezise@education.vic.gov.au) 

 
From the Assistant Principal 

This week’s e-safe topic:  12 Smartphone Online Safety Tips for Children with New 

Devices 

 

Check out the attached flyer for more information on these 12 great tips: 

1. Always Secure Your Phone with a Password  

2. Disable Location Settings 

3. Always Use a Secure Wi-Fi Network 

4. Only Pair with Bluetooth Devices You Know 

5. Only Use Apps You Are Old Enough to Use 

6. Beware of Phone Addiction 

7. Limit Your Screen Time 

8. Think of Others When Taking Photos 

9. Make Sure Parents Set Up Parent Controls 

10. Always Talk to Your Parents if You Don’t Feel Safe 

11. Don’t Text and Walk 

12. Don’t Share Your Number or Device with People You Don’t Know 
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Learning Task Released Tomorrow 

The second Learning Task for Term 4 will be released tomorrow at 3pm. The focus of this task 

is on Reading, based on a recent Fountas and Pinnell reading assessment. This assessment 

resource provides teachers with a means to determine the current reading level of a student, as 

well as an opportunity to observe student reading behaviours one-on-one. The teacher and 

student engage in comprehension conversations that assist the teacher to make informed 

decisions about the progress of a student’s overall reading progress at a point in time. 

 

The third Learning Task on Writing and your child’s Semester 2 Report will be released in 

Week 10 and 11, respectively.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Photos  

School Photos have arrived back at SGPS and will be sent home with students tomorrow. If you 

have any missing photos or need anything clarified, please call Leading Image Photography on 
1300 084 586.  
 

Brett Parkes 

Assistant Principal  
Brett.Parkes@education.vic.gov.au 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Not completed due to remote learning 
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RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS 
 
 

 
 
Problem Solving in Peer Situations 
  
This week in 3/4S we used the Roads and Roundabouts model again to think through a scenario. First 
we had to discuss a scenario and name the problem. Then we had to think of as many different options 
as we could. Once we had our list, we chose our top four to make into a ‘signpost’. We had to work out 
the positives and negatives for each ‘destination’. Once these were complete we chose the one we 
recommend and explained why we made that choice to the other groups. 
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General 

Help us help kids who deserve a smile 
Tas and George C have been growing their hair for close to 2 years now, with the aim of 

cutting it to donate. Tas decided to do this all on his own, and George quickly followed suit, 

inspired by his big brother. It is finally the right length for them to both get the chop. 

Haircuts are booked for tonight. 

 

They are donating their hair to Sustainable Salons for their hair to be made into wigs, to 

help people with medically induced hair loss. 

 

But they have also set up a fundraiser, to help raise some extra funds for the Starlight 

foundation. They currently have raised $2,495 with a goal of $3,000.  

 

Link to their fundraiser is here:  gf.me/u/y7zwbd    
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Active Travel News 
Have you tried walking, riding or scooting to school (or home again) with young children? It can be a 
wonderful way to spend quality time with your junior school kids – and younger brothers or sisters! 
 
When my youngest was in prep, we would occasionally spend an hour to walk home, as he indulged in 
imaginative games or stopped to play at the creek on the way. I tried not to think about the jobs waiting for 
me at home, instead enjoying lingering on a sunny afternoon with my boy. These are moments to treasure. 
 
But even when there isn’t time to linger, the journey to school can be a great opportunity to check in with 
kids, practise road safety together, or even play games. 
 
Walk to School has a some excellent game suggestions for younger kids to play on the way to school, which 
can also help with counting skills, colour recognition and awareness of your surroundings (a key road safety 
skill). 
 
Walk to School – all term! 
Walk to School month usually happens during October, but this year it’s going all term! Visit the Walk to 
School website for some great tips and information. 
 
 

 
  
Nicola Dunnicliff-Wells    (Active Travel Co-ordinator) 

 

Repeat Notices 
Online Safety 
As we fully settle back into face-to-face learning, we have noticed that many of our students have significantly 
improved their ICT skills and have become more comfortable with various technologies. Which is a generally a 
positive to come out of remote learning. However, a possible downside for some of our children is that this 
increased confidence and knowledge may lead them towards some negative, or potentially dangerous situations. 
 
Checking the age rating on the game, app, film or social network is a great guide as to whether they’re suitable for 
your child. The minimum age limit is 13 for several social networking sites. There are many educational games 
that students can access at any age, however, it is important that parents regulate their use. This will ensure 
children are getting the necessary hours of sleep to ensure they are ready for school each and every day.  
 
Navigating ICT can be a minefield when it comes to young children and it can be difficult to strike the right 
balance. As parents, we can arm ourselves with knowledge and support our kids to be responsible and 
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knowledgeable users of technology. The site below is awesome and has lots of great advice. I would encourage 
you set aside some time to check it out. It might save you from experiencing unnecessary problems in the future. 
 
https://sites.google.com/aetinet.org/lea-forest-primary-academy/pupils/e-safety 
 
2021 Stationery Requirements and Fees/Levies   
 
Stationery Requirements, fees/levies and associated information will be sent home shortly.   
 
Parents are to provide ALL items as listed and have their child bring all items to school on the first day of school in 

2021 (Interview Day). 

Essential Education Items (Part A, B & C) 

Essential education items are those items or services that are essential to support the course of instruction in the 

standard curriculum program that parents are to pay the school to provide or may provide themselves, if 

appropriate; 

Part A will only be available in a full pack from the school.  i.e.: Parents are not able to order only some items in 

Part A. 

Part B  

Part C 

Parents have the option of purchasing equivalent materials from other sources.  If parents choose to provide 

equivalent materials, this must be done in consultation with the school, as items must meet the specifications 

provided by the school.  There may also be certain items that due to their nature may only be available from school. 

Orders are to be placed online at www.jiofficeproducts.com.au 

Online ordering opens on Monday, 16th November 2020 and closes on Tuesday, 8th December 2020 

 

          Click on  
 

 

 

Enter School ID: SGPS660, select your child’s 2021 year level, add child’s name, complete order and proceed to 
checkout. Please note you are not required to pay online.  All payments are to be made to 
Spring Gully Primary School on booklist collection day (Friday, 22nd January 2021). Please print a copy of your 
booklist for your records.   
 
Please complete Online Ordering by Tuesday, 8th December 2020.  

Stationery and books will be available for collection from the Art Room on Friday, 22nd January 2021 between 

8.30am and 4.00pm.  All stationery and books must be paid for on this day, along with 2021 fees and levies. 

Please Note: 
Other items which parents are required to supply from home: 

 Protective Smock (1 required) 

 Large box of tissues (2 required) 

 Sunscreen 

 Personal Hand Sanitiser 
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