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Newsletter 31 – Thursday, 17th October 2019 

Principal Awards – Grades Five AND Six 
Sophia M - 5/6 Daenke: Congratulations Sophia on a great year so far. You have shown excellent leadership 

qualities in our classroom and bring genuine enthusiasm to school each day. Keep on striving to be awesome! 

Emre K – 5/6 Hartney: Emre consistently demonstrates the School Values across all aspects of his schooling.  

He displays leadership skills within the classroom and sets a fine example for others to imitate.  Great job Emre. 

Bailee R – 5/6 Lockett: for being such a kind and caring member of our classroom. He always displays empathy 

and is a great friend to everyone. You should be very proud of yourself Bailee! 
Jada C – 5/6 Schulz: Jada demonstrates patience and kindness towards others. She takes particular interest in 

helping younger students during play times. Jada shows persistence and a keen interest to improve her skills in 

the classroom. You are awesome Jada! 

Jasmine D – 5/6 Staley: Jasmine is a positive member of our class with excellent learning habits. She contributes 

valuable ideas to class, always looks to do her best work and is prepared to challenge herself to make sure she is 

improving. 

 
VALUE TREE AWARDS 

Resilience: Claudia H, Elijah H 

Respect: Eh Taw Lo C, Louis D, Mia G-J, Remy K, Sam P,  Pearl T, Tessa W    
Responsibility: Sebastien B, Harvey L, Kayla P, Tayla S, Teeka Y 

 

Sports award     
No award winner this week. 

 

Art Award 
Reuben T –  3/4 Garmey: Reuben’s depiction of Mr Trezise in a recent drawing activity was a complete 

standout. It now sits proudly in our Principal’s office! Well done Reuben. 

 

DRAMA AWARD 
Archie M –  Prep H: for always giving Drama activities a go and trying his best! 

 

LOTE AWARD 
Cruz S – 3/4 Crawford: Cruz is focused and enthusiastic in German classes. Well done, Cruz! 

 

 
Principal: Mr. Francis Trezise 

Assistant Principal: Mr. Brett Parkes 

School Council President: Mr. Ronnie Lowe 

Reminders: 

Bendigo Health Dental forms need to be 
returned ASAP 

Tomorrow - Friday, 18th October –  

Grade 5 German Day at the Bendigo Art Gallery 

 
Wednesday, 23rd October – 

Book orders due 
 

Wednesday 30th October - 

Bendigo Cup Holiday 

 

 
 

Our Values 
 

RESPECT 

RESPONSIBILITY 

RESILIENCE 
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Diary Dates  

 2019  

Term 4   

October   

Friday, 18th 9.30am – 2.30pm Grade 5 German Day at the Bendigo Art Gallery 

Monday, 21st 9.15am – 11.00am 

6.30pm – 7.00pm 

7.00pm – 7.30pm 

7.30pm – 9.00pm 

Grade 6 - BSE Transition Event 

Grounds/Buildings/Landscape Subcommittee Meeting 

Accountability & Management Subcommittee Meeting 

School Council Meeting 

Wednesday, 23rd  Book Club Orders Due 

Thursday, 24th –

Friday 25th 

5.00pm –  

                3.00pm 

Grade 2 Discovery Science and Technology Centre Sleepover 

Tuesday 29th 9.00am – 2.30pm Grade 5 – 6 T20 Blast Cricket Tournament   (Selected students only) 

Wednesday, 30th  Bendigo Cup Day – Student free day 

Thursday, 31st 7.45am – 3.30pm Grade Preps – Ballarat Wildlife Park Excursion 

November   

Friday, 1st  Learning Task 1 Released: Reading 

Monday, 4th 6.30pm – 8.00pm Education and Community Development Sub-Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, 6th 6.30pm – 7.30pm 2020 Prep Parent Information Session 

Monday, 11th – 

Friday, 15th 

 Dental Health Services Visit 

Thursday, 14th 9.00am – 10.00am 2020 Prep Transition Day 

Friday, 15th  Learning Task 2 Released: Maths 

Monday, 18th 6.30pm – 7.00pm 

7.00pm – 7.30pm 

7.30pm – 9.00pm 

Grounds/Buildings/Landscape Subcommittee Meeting 

Accountability & Management Subcommittee Meeting 

School Council Meeting 

Tuesday 19th - 

Wednesday, 27th 

 Somers Camp  (Selected students only) 

Wednesday, 20th 9.00am – 10.00am 

6.00pm – 7.15pm 

2020 Prep Transition Day 

Health and Human Relations Information Session for Gr 5-6 Mother / 

Daughter(s) 

Wednesday, 27th 9.00am – 10.30am 2020 Prep Transition Day 

Friday, 29th  Learning Task 3 Released: Writing 

December   

Monday, 2nd 6.30pm – 8.00pm Education and Community Development Sub-Committee Meeting 

Monday, 9th 6.30pm – 9.00pm Combined School Council Meeting 

Tuesday, 10th 9.00am – 12.00pm 2020 Prep Transition Day 

Thursday, 19th  

7.30pm – 9.00pm 

School Reports released via Compass 

Grade 6 Graduation 

 

 

 

 

 

Every Week – 

                                   Thursday – lunchtime – Chess Club 

                                                                   Friday 9am – Fresh Fruit Friday 

 

 

 

 

 

HISTORY AWARD 
Hamysh K  – 5/6 Staley: Thankyou for continuing to demonstrate a polite and respectful attitude towards myself 

and your peers Hamysh. I really appreciate your conversation skills and questions and I’m impressed with your 

desire to clarify tasks and put in your best effort. Well done and keep up the positive vibe this term! 
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From the Principal 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians,  

 

NATIONAL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM LITERACY AND NUMERACY (NAPLAN) 
The 2019 Year 3 and 5 NAPLAN results for Spring Gully Primary School are set out below. 
  
The Year 3 results were fairly strong, with all outcomes just above or just below the State Average. Although the 

‘raw’ scores were quite disappointing in Year 5, as you will see later in this summary, their growth during the last 

two years has been excellent when compared to the State Average. 

  

The first two tables below set out the State Average, the School Average for 2019 and, for comparison, the School 

Average from 2018, which shows whether the school improved its absolute scores from last year. The numbers 

relate to the National Assessment Program Scaled Score. This score is a way of measuring the average NAPLAN 

result on a scale that is the same for each school in Australia. It does not explicitly relate to the Victorian 

Curriculum, upon which student progress in the June and December Student Reports are based. This can be 

somewhat confusing, but NAPLAN results and teachers’ assessments against the Victorian Curriculum are very 

different processes. 

  

YEAR 3 AVERAGES 

 

  State Av SGPS Av 

2019 

SGPS Av 

2018 

Reading 447 451 457 

Writing 435 437 406 

Spelling 428 417 414 

Grammar 

& 

Punctuation 

454 450 432 

Numeracy 421 415 426 

 

 

YEAR 5 AVERAGES 

 

  State Av SGPS Av 

2019 

SGPS Av 

2018 

Reading 516 512 512 
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Writing 487 470 446 

Spelling 506 484 479 

Grammar 

& 

Punctuation 

507 500 507 

Numeracy 507 506 497 

 

 

One way to judge a school’s performance in NAPLAN is to compare the school’s average score to that of the state, 

as we have done above. Another way is to compare the ‘growth’ made by students in Year 5 this year, by 

comparing their result to the NAPLAN assessment undertaken at this school in Year 3, 2017. The growth is 

determined by how the students collectively and individually have progressed along the NAPLAN scale mentioned 

above. This result can also be compared to the State Average of the improvement of Year 3, 2017 to Year 5, 2019. 
   

The following table shows the average scores of all of the students in Year 3, 2017 at Spring Gully, the average 

scores of the same students in Year 5, 2019 and the difference between the two. It also contains the same 

information from across the state. 
 

  2017 2019 Difference  

Reading  

State Av 446 516 +70  

SGPS Av 425 512 +87  

Writing  

State Av 428 487 +59  

SGPS Av 410 469 +59  

Spelling  

State Av 423 506 +83  

SGPS Av 377 487 +110  
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Grammar and Punctuation  

State Av 450 507 +57  

SGPS Av 433 502 +69  

Numeracy  

State Av 421 507 +86  

SGPS Av 424 511 +87  

From the data above it can be seen that the average growth that the school has achieved is at or above the average 

for the state in all areas assessed.  

 

Another way of judging a school’s performance is provided via the Relative Growth Report.  This report shows the 

level of growth for each student relative to similar ability students and enables a school to make more informed 

judgements about a student’s progress between testing periods. 

  

Each student’s level of relative growth is determined by comparing their result to results of Victorian students who 

had the same NAPLAN score two years ago. If compared to the 2019 Year 5 scores for this group of ‘similar’ 

students, the student’s current year NAPLAN score is in the: 

1.     highest 25%, his/her growth is categorised as ‘High’ 

2.     middle 50%, his/her growth is categorised as ‘Medium’ 

3.     lowest 25%, his/her growth is categorised as ‘Low’ 

Obviously a school would like as many students as possible to be in the ‘High’ growth category and a smaller 

number in the ‘Low’ category. This table displays Spring Gully’s relative growth from Year 3, 2017 to Year 5, 

2019: 

 

  Low % Med % High % 

Reading 18 45 37 

Writing 33 50 17 

Spelling 15 40 45 

Grammar & 

Punctuation 

25 45 30 

Numeracy 21 55 24 

Apart from Writing, where the ‘low’ improvement was higher than we would like, the other results were excellent, 

including some results that were outstanding and much better than the expected parameters. 
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There is no safe number of days for missing school. Every day counts. 
Week 1 of Term 4 

93% total school wide attendance 
95% school wide attendance (not including absences relating to illness or medical) 

There were 68 late arrives in Week 1.  
The TOP CLASSES for arrival time for the week were: 

Prep Pesina (PERFECT), Prep Haxby & 1/2 Arthur 

 

Prep Haxby, Prep Pesina and 3/4 Murphy 

 
 

Planning for 2020 

During the final week of Term 3 all Victorian government schools received their indicative school resource package 

(budget) for 2020. It is from this base that our school will begin organising staffing, class structures, resources and 

programs for the coming year. All staff will be involved in the decision-making around these issues and school 

program budgets will be presented to School Council for approval in November. 

 

The projected school population is what largely determines the amount of funding we receive for any given year, 

and therefore this determines what staff we are able to employ and what programs we will run.  We anticipate our 

school enrolment will be around 400 students. We are therefore planning for 17 classes.   

 

Class placements for 2020 will be decided during the second half of the term. As you can imagine this is a huge 

task for staff who have the unenviable position of having to create balanced, harmonious grouping based on their 

knowledge of students and relationships, and all the while providing our kids the opportunity to build new 

friendships. 

 

Staffing Update  
I would like to congratulate Miss Beth Haxby, Mrs Kate Murphy, Mrs Lauren Schulz, Ms Maddy Vernon and Mr 

Corey Greer who were recently appointed to advertised classroom teaching positions at our school for 2020. We are 

sure they will continue to do a wonderful job at our school in 2020. We would also like welcome Ms Taylah 

Coatsworth to Spring Gully in 2020. Ms Coatsworth is currently teaching at Willmott Park PS and will be a terrific 

addition to our team. 

 
Prep Enrolments for 2020 

Thank you to those families that have enrolled their child.  Information regarding our Prep transition sessions are as 

follows: 

  

Information Evening  

Wednesday, 6th November – 6.30pm-7.30pm 

Information regarding additional orientation opportunities will be provided at this session. 

 

Orientation Program Dates  

Thursday, 14th November – 9.00am-10.00am  

Wednesday, 20th November – 9.00am-10.00am 

Wednesday, 27th November – 9.00am-10.30am 

Tuesday, 10th December – 9.00am-12.00pm 

 

Change of Plans for 2020? 

Accurate enrolment numbers are crucial when it comes to planning for 2020.  If your child/children will not be with 

us next year, please contact your child’s teacher or the office as soon as possible. 

 

Francis Trezise 
Principal 

trezise.francis.c@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

 

From the Assistant Principal 
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Cyber Topic of The Week: Online Gaming 
A guide for parents and carers. 

Online games can be great fun for your child, but make sure you can help them manage the risks. 

Many games can improve your child’s coordination, problem-solving and multi-tasking skills, as well as help build 

social skills through online interactivity with other players. But it is also important to understand what might go 

wrong and have a negative impact on your child. 

Keep reading here: https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/big-issues/gaming 

Congratulations Athletics Representatives 

I was lucky enough to accompany the 7 students who represented our school at the LCM Athletics Championships 

on Monday. To reach this level is an outstanding feat because this event includes the strongest performing primary 

school athletics students in Central and Northern Victoria. Our students, as always, represented our school 

brilliantly displaying outstanding sportsmanship and our School Values. Well done Lachie Mc, Sophia M, Zoe D, 

Abbey C, Keely M, Cooper R and Quinn K. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning Tasks – Term 4 

Families will receive 3 Learning Tasks and the Semester 2 Report this term. The release dates for these are as 

follows: 

* Reading – 1st November  

* Mathematics – 15th November 

* Writing – 29th November  

* Semester 2 Report – 19th December 
 

Current Compass Events 

Please provide permission and payment (if applicable) for the following events which are currently on Compass: 

Grade 5/6 Team PE:    Grade 5 & 6   11th October 

German Day (Bendigo Art Gallery):  Grade 5    18th October 

BSE Transition Event   Grade 6    20th October 

Grade 2 Discovery Centre Excursion: Grade 2    24th October 

Prep Excursion to Balarat Wildlife Park:  Prep    31st October 

 

 

Brett Parkes 

Assistant Principal 

parkes.brett.b@edumail.vic.gov.au 
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RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS 

 

Positive Gender Relations in Grade 3/4  

Aims:  

* Identify different forms of gender based violence, including physical, verbal and emotional  

* Examine the effects of gender based violence on targets, witnesses and perpetrators  

* Describe and demonstrate what respectful, gender inclusive behaviours look like in action, 

informed by human rights  

* Assess conflict situations to consider possible responses (safely end, intervene or withdraw)  

* Describe and practice help-seeking skills and strategies that can be used when encountering 

uncomfortable or unsafe situations involving peers or adults  

We have had some great discussion to begin our unit on ‘Positive Gender Relations’. Following 

on from our lesson about ‘what is respect?’ we began to discuss ‘what is violence?’ We came to 

realise that there are 3 different types of violence that the examples we shared could come 

under: ‘physical’, ‘verbal’ and ‘emotional’ violence. Our class felt that violence was best 

defined as ‘an action that involves threatening or behaving in a way that causes injury or harm to 

someone. This can be physical, verbal or emotional’.  

We also talked about ‘who is affected by violence’ and realised that the perpetrator, target and 

witnesses can all be affected by acts of violence. We made facial expressions and statues to 

show how people might feel if they were a witness to an act of violence or how they may feel 

shortly after being a target of violence. Some of the feelings we came up with were: angry, 

worried, sad, afraid, embarrassed, concerned or panicked. We discussed that victims might feel 

these emotions more strongly and they might last longer.   

To conclude our lesson, our class discussed what it looks and feels like if we receive an act of 

kindness. We realised that if we take the time to check someone is okay, cheer them up and 

show them we care, that this can mean so much to a person.  

3/4 Rankin  
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Specialist Staff Information 

 

 
P.E. / Sport News 
Loddon Campaspe Mallee Region Athletic Championships  

Congratulations to the students for their outstanding effort at the LCM Region Athletics Championships on 

Monday. The children all performed extremely well, as described by Mr Parkes above.  

 

Michael Smith – PE Co-ordinator 

 

 

 
Active Travel News 

 

Walk to School   
We are already half way through Walk to School month – how is your family tracking? It’s great to see our junior 

students stepping up and walking more often! Not to mention all the bikes, even on wet days. Well done everyone! 

Walk to School is all about developing a regular habit of active travel by doing it every day for a month (or as many 

days as you can).  

 

The value of persevering  
I’ve become convinced of the value of persevering with young children: one of my children was really not into 

riding in the early years of school. “We always ride – why can’t we go in the car?” he would complain. After all, it 

can feel like hard work sometimes when you’re five, or even seven (but it does get easier). I would explain that 

riding gave us fresh air and exercise and didn’t pollute the air. We did drive some days, but I tried to make a habit 

of riding.  

 

Back then I assumed this child would probably never really like riding a bike – how wrong I was! These days he is 

constantly on his bike – riding to school every day, with friends and even to Saturday sport. He loves being able to 

travel independently (and we’re so lucky in Spring Gully to have great off-road bike paths). I still ride with him 

sometimes – particularly to teach him about riding safely on the road.    

 

Footpath riding 

Did you know that you can legally ride on footpaths until you’re 13? You can also do so if you’re riding with 

someone under 13.  
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Bike Palooza 

There’s plenty for kids and families at Bike Bendigo’s October-long festival, Bike Palooza. This weekend is an 

urban cycling workshop (bookings essential), plus activities and cargo bike display at the City of Greater Bendigo’s 

Fun Loong Fun Day on Saturday. On Sunday is a community ride from Lake Weeroona to Spring Gully.  

Visit www.bikepalooza.com for details of these and other events.  

 

Nicola Dunnicliff-Wells    (Active Travel Co-ordinator) 

 

Gen Rodda 

General            

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Club News 
Mango Fundraiser 

We are having a Mango Fundraiser to raise money for new equipment in the school grounds following the building 

upgrade.  Information/order forms have been sent home early in the week so please keep a look out.  Don’t forget to 

ask your friends/ family/ neighbours if they’d like to make an order too. 

 
Fresh Fruit Friday 

Thanks to the generosity of the McKern Foundation our junior students get platefuls of fresh fruit on Friday 

mornings. If you ever have free time on Friday mornings after school drop off, to help us chop up and deliver this 

fruit to the class room, please come and join in. The more the merrier.  A huge thank you to all of the volunteers 

who help with this every week. 

 

Involvement 

If you would like to get involved in any of our activities or meetings, please make yourself known via one of our 

members or through the facebook group below. 

https://www.facebook.com/SpringGullyParentsClub/ 
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Repeat Notices 
Maintenance Blitz – State Government Funding 

All Victorian government schools will share in a $515 million investment in school maintenance so students and 

teachers can learn and work in better classrooms and facilities.  

 

I am delighted to confirm that Spring Gully Primary School has been allocated a total of $250,418 across 2019 and 

2020 for a range of essential maintenance and compliance programs, including additional funding in the Student 

Resource Package for a range of facilities-related expenses, as well as $160,600 for new shade structures at our 

school. 

 

Shade has always been a big priority for our staff and parent community. I am very excited that we will now be able 

to provide some amazing, additional shade structures for our students. This will fulfil an important need for us and 

complete an amazing transformation for our school. Our facilities are now as awesome as our staff, students and 

parents! 

 

New Music Teacher 

I am very pleased to announce that we have completed the recruitment process for our Music teacher for 2020.  The 

successful applicant was Lena Mitchell. We were lucky to have a very strong response to our advertisement, 

making the panel decision a very difficult one. We are confident that Lena will be a great addition to our school and 

community, and will continue our proud tradition in valuing and celebrating Music as part of our curriculum. 

 

Please check Lena’s website below to find out more about her skills and talents. 

 

www.lenamitchellmusic.com 

 

Capital Works Update 

BLR Provincial continue to do a terrific job with the final stage of our project. Much of their work currently focuses 

on the landscape around the bottom oval. In summary, the following will be achieved during the next 10-12 weeks: 

- New mulch, plants and irrigation to numerous areas 

- The creation of new paths, stepping stones and stairs, including a new link between the school hub and the 

bottom oval 

- New fencing around the bottom oval 

- An additional flagpole in the school hub 

- The creation of a covered area near the bottom oval that will house a permanent BBQ and seating. 

 

Parent Club – Gaga Ball Pit 

Our Parent Club has been busy raising money for the school in recent years so that our students can benefit directly 

from their hard work. In a recent survey of students conducted by our SRC, the number one priority was to get a 

Gaga Ball Pit at our school. I’m pleased to announce that this project will commence soon. I’m meeting with a 

builder tomorrow to confirm a suitable location and a start date. 

 

Gaga Ball is a great game that many children can enjoy, particularly our Grade 3-6 students. Please Google ‘Gaga 

Ball’ to find out more! 

 

Emergency Contact Details 

As we commence Term 4 it is timely to think about emergency contact information that is held by the school for 

your child/children. Spring Gully Primary School is on the Bushfire at Risk Register and up to date information is 

vital for the school. If you or your listed emergency contacts have recently changed contact details, can you please 

make sure that the office staff have been informed.  

 

Note: This also relates to the most up to date medical information for your child/children.  
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Community News  
 
Drum Lessons 
Dave Dewar will continue to provide drum lessons this year.  Please contact the office if you require further 

information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BEYOND BLUE : BE YOU PILOT 

Spring Gully Out Of School Hours Care is proud to say that we have been selected to run a Be You Pilot 
Project in collaboration with Beyond Blue to help build stronger, healthier, mentally healthy 
communities. You will notice that over the next few weeks there will be information available for you to 
browse and take in the Out Of School Hours Care Room, and staff will be undergoing ongoing training 
to help assist children and provide information.  
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