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Newsletter 33 – Thursday, 10th December 2020 

Principal Awards – Grades three & four 
  Sean R – 3/4 Crawford: for his awesome year in Grade 4! Sean has made amazing progress in his learning this 

year and our whole class is so proud of you! He has put in so much effort, working hard on many areas, including 
our School Values of Resilience and Respect. Great work Sean and good luck next year!  

I’ll miss you in class! 
Stella E – 3/4 Frederick: Stella has been doing her best to stay focussed and work hard in class. Brilliant Stuff. She 
has shown vast improvements across all areas of the curriculum this term and does her best to enact the School 

Values in everything she does. Furthermore, Stella goes out of her way to help others feel safe and cared for, 
enriching our school community. 

  James P – 3/4 Murphy: James has been a wonderful member of 3/4KM for the past two years. He always shows 
respect to his teacher and classmates and tries hard at his work. His work in Mathematics has been brilliant this 

year. Well done James. 
Tayla S – 3/4 Staley/Alexander: Tayla has finished the year off brilliantly. She is working hard and taking pride 

 in everything she does. Tayla consistently demonstrates our School Values, in and out of the classroom.  
Well done Tayla! 

 

SCHOOL VALUE AWARDS 
Respect:  Lucy J-R, Gemma S Mia M 

Responsibility: Aussie K, Jordan M, Noah P, Patrick W 
Resilience: Eh Taw Lo C, Alyssa F, D’jore S 

 

Sports award 
Audrey H – 3/4 Frederick: for her enthusiastic participation in Physical Education and her                         

outstanding sportsmanship. 
 

Art Award 
No Award This Week 

 
 

 

Principal: Mr. Francis Trezise 
Assistant Principal: Mr. Brett Parkes 

School Council President: Mr. Ronnie Lowe 

Reminders: 
Grade 6 Graduation Dinner & Ceremony: 

Monday, 14th December 
Grade 6 End of Year Celebration Day: 

Wednesday, 16th December 
Student Reports Semester 2 released via Compass -

Thursday, 17th December   

End of Term 4 – Friday, 18th December 

 

 

 

 

P 

 

Our Values 

RESPECT: valuing self, all others, property and the environment. 
RESPONSIBILITY: being relied upon to be honest, and do the right thing for yourself and for the 

community. 

RESILIENCE: we are dedicated and focused learners, who persist when things are challenging and use 

feedback to improve our future efforts. 
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Diary Dates  

 2020  

Term 4   

December   

Friday, 11th  Learning Task 3 released - Writing 

Monday, 14th 6.00pm – 7.00pm  
7.30pm – 8.30pm 

Grade 6 Graduation Dinner (students only) 
Grade 6 Graduation Ceremony (3 guests per student) 

Tuesday, 15th 3.00pm Collection of Mango orders 

Wednesday, 16th 8.45am – 3.15pm Grade 6 End of Year Celebration Day 

Thursday, 17th  School Reports Semester 2 released via Compass 

Friday, 18th 1.00pm 
1.15pm 

Assembly 
End of Term 4 

   

2021   

Term 1   

January   

Friday, 22nd 8.00am – 4.00pm Booklist Collection Day 

Thursday, 28th 11.00am – 7.00pm Interview Day (students required to attend) 

   

 
Every Week – 

         Monday lunch time – Grades 3-6 Dance Troupe 
Tuesday lunch time - Grades 3-6 Coding Club 
Wednesday lunch time – Grade 3-6 Ukulele Club & Art Room open to all student 
Friday lunch time - Grades 3-6 Chess Club 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday Lunch time - Grades Prep to 6 Kids Club 

 
2021 TERM DATES 

Term 1 - January 27th (school teachers start) – April 1st 
Students commence - January 28th 

Term 2 - April 19th – June 25th 
Term 3 - July 12th – September 17th 

Term 4 - October 4th – December 17th 

 
 
 
 
 

 
LOTE Award 

Jessica L - 3/4 Murphy: Thank you, Jessica, for helping Frau Grosvenor whilst I was away. She and I appreciated it 
greatly. You are a great ambassador for our school and always demonstrate our values of respect, responsibility 

and resilience. Frau Woodward 
 

MUSIC AWARD 
No Award This Week 
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From the Principal  
Dear Parents/Guardians,  
 

2020 – The Year that Was! 
It is difficult to sum up and reflect upon this school year within one short newsletter piece, as it has been a bit of a 

blur in many regards. It has certainly presented us all with our own set of unique challenges, as we adapted to a 

pandemic. 

  

The first closure of schools back in March prevented us from spending time with friends, families and colleagues. It 

was a time that students and staff (and parents) experienced a change to teaching and learning that we have never 

experienced. However, thanks to the attitude of students, the support of families, and the professionalism and care 

of staff, we were able to manage, and in many cases, thrive. 

  

If this year has taught me anything, it has emphasised even further the value of school; the importance of being 

alongside your schoolmates and your teachers, to learn, to laugh together and to support each other. 

  

Thank you for your understanding and support. This event has proven once again how awesome our school 

community is. 

 
Interview Day – 2021 
Although we are still very busy finishing off 2020, we have been completing many tasks that relate to 2021. One of 

these tasks is organising an opportunity for all of our families to meet with their child’s teacher on the first day of 

Term 1, 2021. Information that explains this process will be posted via Compass next week. 

 

Our 2021 Prep students will have a slightly different schedule for their interviews. Details relating to these 

interviews will be circulated next week also. 

  

Curriculum Days in 2021 
Other than the first day of Term 1 (January 27th), being a state-wide curriculum day, we are yet to finalise our 

remaining three curriculum days for 2021. These will be discussed with School Council early next year and families 

will be given ample warning via our newsletter. 

 

Step-Up Day  
While our Grade Six students were involved in their transition day on Tuesday, all remaining children participated 

in our Step-Up Day. This gave every child the opportunity to ‘have a go’ at the next level, in preparation for 2021. 

While some transitions in a primary school are relatively straightforward, some can be significant, and for some 

children the move can be daunting. By giving every child the opportunity to ‘see’ what it is like in the next class we 

aim to build confidence in every child so that they are ready to go at the beginning of next year, having some idea 

of what to expect. On the Step-Up day we were able to introduce our confirmed teaching teams for 

2021 to the children. Confirmed class placements, including each child’s new teacher (from Grades Prep-6), were 

sent home to all families on this day.  

  

The task of constructing the grades is always a very complex one that has taken the teachers significant time to 

complete. Every child is in a grade with one of the friends that they wrote on their list. We take in to consideration a 

considerable amount of information and try our utmost to get the best balance for everyone. All parent requests 

were given due consideration as part of this process. Many of these requests were fully met or partially meet. In 

some cases we were not able to cater for parent requests. Given these thorough processes, I haven’t moved any 

children from their allocated class during my 16 years as Principal and that will continue to be the case. 

 

Grade 6 Graduation 

Our Grade 6 Graduation will be held on Monday, 14th December from 7.30pm in The Hub. We would ask 

everyone to be seated by 7.20pm. This night celebrates the achievements of all of our Grade 6 students. Prior to the 

formal part of the evening, the children will have a dinner at school with their friends and teachers from 6.00pm - 

7.00pm before for the formal part of the evening commences at 7.30pm. 

 

Grade 6 students will have a rehearsal on Monday. 

 

Tutor Learning Program 
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As mentioned in a previous newsletter, in 2021, the state government will be implementing the Tutor Learning 

Initiative in all schools across Victoria. This Initiative is designed to support students whose learning has been 

disrupted as a result of the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.  

 

Spring Gully PS has been allocated enough funding for two part-time teacher to implement this program in 2021. 

The preference for two part-time teachers is so we can target the most productive learning time i.e. 8.45am-1.00pm. 

Our tutors will be working with students to help bridge the gap that may have been created by the disadvantage 

generated by the disrupted learning program during the year. 

 

This program has been designed to provide support for approximately 20% of students across the school; those who 

have been most disadvantaged this year. Hopefully the information below will assist with understanding how this 

program will be organised at our school. 

  

How will the program be organised? 

Students will work in small groups of approximately 5 with a tutor for between 30 and 45 min 2-3 times per week. 

Depending on progress made with their tutor, these students could receive support for as little as 5 weeks or as 

much as 12 months, depending on how quickly they develop the required skills. 

  

What will be the focus of the tutoring sessions? 

Based on the data collected, the tutoring program will be predominantly literacy based with particular focus on 

reading and writing. However, some children are likely to receive support with Mathematics. 

 

How will students be identified for the tutor initiative? 

In order for students to be identified for the program, learning data from this year will be analysed. Learning growth 

will be a major factor in determining suitable students for this program. It is important to keep in mind that this 

tutoring program is in addition to the extra adjustments teachers make in the classroom to support learning.  

  

How will parents know if their child has been selected? 

At the beginning of the 2021 school year, parents of selected students will receive a letter home explaining the 

program and their child’s involvement. As students exit the tutoring program throughout the year, new students will 

be added. At this time, parents of selected students will also receive a letter outlining all the information required. If 

you would rather your child not enter the tutoring program, that is fine, just let us know at the time. 

  

What if my child is not selected for the tutoring program? 

As mentioned above, only about 20% of students will be involved in the tutoring program. If your child is not 

selected and you are worried, we encourage parents to maintain contact with their child’s classroom teacher and 

discuss any concerns they have. Teachers will be able to share their observations of the work habits in the 

classroom and some of the strategies being adopted.  

 

Rest assured, teachers are constantly making adjustments to the learning that happens in the classroom to maximise 

growth. At the end of each year, we put considerable effort into passing on information about all students to their 

2021 teacher. This assists to build on the work that has been completed with each child rather than repeating tasks 

and strategies from the past. 

 

Should you have any further questions regarding the information above, please don’t hesitate to contact me via 

email or phone. 

 

Final day of 2020 – early dismissal & final assembly 

The final school day for Spring Gully PS students will be Friday, 18th December. Parents should note the earlier 

finishing time of 1.15pm.  

  

The final assembly for 2020 will commence at 1.00pm. Unfortunately, this can be held with students only. Students 

will be dismissed from the assembly area at 1.15pm.  

 

School Bus 

The school bus will be leaving our school at approximately 2.30pm on Friday 18th December, which is more than 

an hour after students will be dismissed from assembly. Please consider whether you want your child at school for 

this extended period of time while they wait for the bus to collect them. 
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Also, the school bus will operate in line with BSE for Term 1 next year.  

 

Francis Trezise   

Principal (Francis.Trezise@education.vic.gov.au) 

 
From the Assistant Principal 

This weeks’ e-safe topic: Suggested Apps and Games for 7-10 Years. 
Check out the flyer attached with the newsletter today for some awesome game and app suggestions for your kids.   

 

Student Reports   

Reports are released via Compass next Thursday 17th December. Hard copies are only printed upon request. Please 

be mindful that a likely high volume of traffic on the Compass site may impact download speeds. If you have any 

issues accessing your child/children’s Report, please feel free to contact me.  

 

Learning Tasks + Student Report = The Semester 2 Reporting Package  

Each semester, the Learning Tasks and final Student Report make up the complete ‘formal’ reporting package for 

families. Learning Tasks are designed to regularly provide information to families about their child’s progress, 

honing-in on significant moments in your child’s learning throughout the semester and aligning with our school-

wide assessment schedule.  

 

The Student Report is designed to provide a summary of your child’s learning over the whole semester and indicate 

their overall progress against the Victorian Curriculum.  

 

Medicines and EpiPens + Anaphylaxis, Allergy and Asthma Management Plans for 2020  

On the final day of Term 4, we request that parents collect any medicines or EpiPens that are currently at school for 

your child/children. Students with existing plans for allergies, asthma and/or anaphylaxis will have blank 

plans/management documents sent home next week. These will need to be returned to school on Interview Day, 

Thursday 28th January 2021. As part of our policies and consistent with DET guidelines, these documents must be 

revised and updated at the beginning of each school year. Please contact Wendy or myself if you have any 

questions. 

 

Netbooks Collected 

Netbooks in Grade 3-6 have now been collected. Thanks to all of the families who supported their children to get 

their netbooks prepared for return, including returning the chargers. Information about new netbooks for 2021 

Grade 3-6 students will be available on Interview Day next year. As itemised on the booklist, netbooks in 2021 will 

be provided to families at a cost of $140.  

 

Brett Parkes 

Assistant Principal  
Brett.Parkes@education.vic.gov.au 
 

 
 

Consumerism Unit – It’s in the Can 

As a part of our consumerism topic this term, we learnt about the importance of being an informed 
consumer. A consumer is someone who buys goods and services for personal use. We had to design a 
product in a group of 3 or 4. For this product, we needed to design a logo, create a poster and put 
together a radio and television ad to try and sell our product. On Wednesday we had an exhibition. We 
set up stalls and had all different grades come around to visit and listen to our sales pitch. 
 
Mia M and D’jore S 
5/6 Lockett   
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Specialist Staff Information 

 
German News 
This week the Year 5/6 students competed in the Tipp- Kick Cup competition. Tipp – Kick is a table top 
soccer game from Germany. 
The winners from each class were; 
5/6 Lockett- Team Wolfsburg: Peppa, Ameliah, Zac, Eh Taw Lo 
5/6 Daenke- Team Alsdorf :Zoe, Issy, Darcy 
5/6 Lidgett - Team Bremen: Liam, Dante, Teleia 
5/6 Hartney/Smith- Team Zürich : Maddi, Indi, Marlow 
5/6 Schulz and Grand Final winners - Team Hamburg: Harry, Angus, Mitch 
 

The Winners!!!!!!!!! 
 

 
 
 
 

This week the Year 1/2 students finished their Advent Calendars ready to take home. Advent ( the four 
weeks leading up to Christmas) is a very important festive season in Germany and Australia. Here is a 
photo of some students with their finished calendars. 
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 Felicity Woodward 
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General 

 
Active Travel News 

 

 
 
Holidays are nearly here! That means time for family fun on bikes and walking trails  
 
It’s a nice opportunity to go walking and riding with the kids, and for them to practice navigating their way around 
and crossing roads safely. Let them try going ahead and making decisions (age appropriate of course!) They’ll love 
the responsibility and it’s a terrific way to boost their confidence. 
 
If you haven’t yet tried walking or riding to school, it’s a good opportunity to do a trial run: you can see how long 
it takes, solve any issues, or find a good drop-off point if you live too far away. 
 
Moving up to high school? Now’s the time to think about how your child will get there. Practise riding or walking 
the route to school over the holidays (or sign them up for Bike Bendigo’s On Your Bike! program below) so they 
get into the habit of traveling actively from day 1 (it’s all too easy to slip into the routine of being taxi driver!) 
 
Active holidays 
There is loads to do along our very own Spring Gully Creek Trail! 

 MTB and BMX tracks: at the southern end of the trail (across the road from the One Tree Hill 
Hotel) is Bendigo Mountain Bike Club’s pump track and meeting shelter; beyond it are some 
fantastic trails in the bush. Heading towards town along the trail, there are BMX. jumps near the 
tennis courts, and another pump track at Wolstencroft reserve in Flora Hill (on Havlin St East). 

 Playgrounds: Visit playgrounds near the cricket oval, at College Crescent (accessible from the 
creek trail at Ryan’s Crossing), or head to Lake Weeroona via the creek path and McIvor Rd 
underpass – virtually traffic-free! 

 Go to town! You can ride most of the way into town via the creek path. Link to central Bendigo 
via Mundy St, which is fairly quiet. 

  
Community ride + swim – this Sunday 13 December 
Join Bike Bendigo’s community ride + free swim at Golden Square Pool this Sunday. There are two ride options: a 
shorter one – perfect for young families, and a longer one suitable for older kids and adults. Free icypole for kids 
at the end. It’s free but please register. 
 
On Your Bike! for teens & tweens – January 
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Bike Bendigo's school holiday On Your Bike! program for teens and tweens is back. This program prepares teens 
and tweens to ride to school from day one of term one next year. It will run in Bendigo on 18 & 19 January and 
in Castlemaine on 20 & 21 January. 

 
Nicola Dunnicliff-Wells    (Active Travel Co-ordinator) 

 

Repeat Notices 
 

Semester Two Student Reports 
Reports will be released electronically via Compass on Thursday, 17th December. Please be mindful that many 
other schools are likely to be releasing their Semester Reports at a similar time and that download speeds may 
vary depending on the time of day you are attempting to download. Reports will only be printed upon request.  

 
Community News 
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