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Newsletter 39 – Thursday, 12th December 2019 

Principal Awards – grades Three & Four 
Nathan K - 3/4 Crawford: for the outstanding dedication he has shown to improving his reading this year. 

Nathan has demonstrated a huge amount of persistence, working extremely hard each morning to make great 

progress. This resilient approach has resulted in Nathan becoming a more accurate and fluent reader this term. 

Keep up the awesome work Nathan! 

Alexus W - 3/4 Garmey: for having a great attitude towards her school work. Alexus is finishing off the year 

strongly and displaying the school values. Congratulations Alexus. 

 Olivia M - 3/4 Lidgett: Olivia is a vibrant, enthusiastic member of our class and a great role model for all those 

around her. She embodies all of our school values in everything she does both in and out of the classroom.  

Keep being Awesome Olivia! 

Gemma S - 3/4 Murphy: Gemma always takes responsibility for her learning and strives to improve. She shows 

respect to both her peers and teachers and has been a wonderful asset to our class this year. Gemma has also 

supported the 2020 preps with their transition and has done so in a caring and responsible manner.  

Thank you for a wonderful year Gemma. 

Olivia H - 3/4 Rankin: Olivia is a well respected and valued member of our class who always thinks of others. 

She regularly monitors her own learning and is able to choose appropriate goals to work on and help her achieve 

success. Her class next year is very lucky to have her. 

 
VALUE TREE AWARDS 

Responsibility: Archer K, Archie M, Aston W 

 

Sports award 
Abbie G-J – 3/4 Crawford: for her enthusiastic participation in Physical Education and her 

outstanding sportsmanship.  

 

Art Award 
Mitchell W – 5/6 Hartney: Mitchell displayed excellent responsibility when volunteering to help out in the Art 

Room this week. I always appreciate extra help and Mitchell’s contribution was truly valued, especially at this 

time of the year. 

 

DRAMA AWARD 
No Award This Week 

 
Principal: Mr. Francis Trezise 

Assistant Principal: Mr. Brett Parkes 

School Council President: Mr. Ronnie Lowe 

Reminders:   
Monday, 16th December  

Junior Christmas Concert 

Parent Helpers/Volunteers Thank You Morning Tea 

Tuesday, 17th December 
Swimming Program 

Christmas Gathering 

Grade 6 Netbook Collection 

Wednesday, 18th December 
School Reports released via Compass 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Our Values 
 

RESPECT 

RESPONSIBILITY 

RESILIENCE 
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Diary Dates  

 2019  

Term 4   

December   

Wednesday, 11th 

– Friday 13th 

 P- 6 Swimming Program 

Monday, 16th 10.00am – 11.00am  

11.00am – 11.30am 

Junior Christmas Concert 

Parent Helpers/Volunteers Thank You Morning Tea 

Tuesday, 17th  

8.45am – 2.00pm 

 

5.00pm – 7.00pm 

P-6 Swimming Program 

Prep Picnic 

Grade 6 Netbook Collection 

Christmas Gathering 

Wednesday, 18th  School Reports released via Compass 

Thursday, 19th 9.00am – 8.30pm Grade 6  Graduation Day and Evening 

Friday, 20th 10.00am – 1.00pm 

1.15pm 

Grade 6 End of Year Celebration 

End  of Term 4 

Sunday, 22nd 6.30pm – 8.00pm SGPS Choir performance at the Rotary Carols   

   

2020   

Term 1   

January   

Friday, 24th 8.30am – 4.00pm Booklist Collection Day 

Wednesday, 29th 11.00am – 7.00pm  Interview Day (students required to attend) 
 

 

Every Week – 

                             Tuesday and Thursday mornings 8.15am - Gaga Ball – Grade 3 – 6 students 

                                   Thursday – lunchtime – Chess Club 

                                                                   Friday 9am – Fresh Fruit Friday 

 

2020 TERM DATES 
Term 1 - January 28th (school teachers start) – March 27th 

Interview day – January 29th 

Students commence - January 30th 

Term 2 - April 14th – June 26th 

Term 3 - July 13th – September 18th 

Term 4 - October 5th – December 18th 

 

From the Principal 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians,  
 

Interview Day – 2020 
Although we are still very busy finishing off 2019, we have been completing many tasks that relate to 2020.  One of 

these tasks is organising an opportunity for all of our families to meet with their child’s teacher on the first day of 

Term 1, 2020.  Information that explains this process will be posted via Compass next week. 

 

Our 2020 Prep students will have a slightly different schedule for their interviews.  Details relating to these 

interviews will be circulated next week. 

  
 

 
LOTE AWARD 

No Award This Week 

 

HISTORY AWARD 
Marlow S – 5/6 Lockett: Marlow has been very focused in Indigenous Studies this year. He listens well and is 

always in engaged in each activity. Marlow constantly demonstrates our school values of Respect and 

Responsibility. Marlow is very clever, caring, kind and an absolute pleasure to teach. Well done Marlow! 
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Curriculum Days in 2020 
Other than the first day of Term 1 (January 28th), being a state-wide curriculum day, we are yet to finalise our 

remaining three curriculum days for 2020.  These will be discussed with School Council early next year and 

families will be given ample warning via our newsletter. 

 
Step-Up Day  
While our Grade Six students were involved in their transition day on Tuesday, all remaining children participated 

in our Step-Up Day. This gave every child the opportunity to ‘have a go’ at the next level, in preparation for 2020. 

While some transitions in a primary school are relatively straightforward, some can be significant, and for some 

children the move can be daunting. By giving every child the opportunity to ‘see’ what it is like in the next class we 

aim to build confidence in every child so that they are ready to go at the beginning of next year, having some idea 

of what to expect. On the Step-Up day we were able to introduce our confirmed teaching teams for 

2020 to the children. Confirmed class placements, including each child’s new teacher (from Grades Prep-6), were 

sent home to all families on this day.  
  
The task of constructing the grades is always a very complex one that has taken the teachers significant time to 

complete. Every child is in a grade with one of the friends that they wrote on their list. We take in to consideration a 

considerable amount of information and try our utmost to get the best balance for everyone. All parent requests 

were given due consideration as part of this process. Many of these requests were fully met or partially meet.  In 

some cases we were not able to cater for parent requests. Given these thorough processes, I haven’t moved any 

children from their allocated class during my 15 years as Principal and that will continue to be the case. 

 

Parent Helpers/Volunteers Morning Tea 

Spring Gully Primary School values the contribution of parents/volunteers and would like to recognise these 

important contributions with a “Parent Helpers/Volunteers Morning Tea” on Monday, 16th of December from 

11am.  The staff would like to see our new staffroom overflowing.  There is no need to bring anything other than 

yourself. 

 

Solomon Cameron Visit 

We were privileged to have former SGPS student and School Captain, Solomon Cameron, back at our school today. 

He gave an inspiring presentation to our Grade 5 students about how he recently became to youngest person to fly 

solo around Australia. 

 

Our staff are very proud of Solomon. He is an amazing young man. I know Solomon’s parents, Jane and Andrew, 

are also very proud of him and this remarkable achievement. 

 

     
 

Christmas Gathering 
Our annual Christmas Gathering will be held on Tuesday, 17th December from 5-7pm in the School Hub. It will be 

a very simple format that only requires families to bring their own food. The evening will involve listening to some 

classic Christmas carols, hearing a number children share their favourite Christmas jokes, maybe a couple of dance 

offs, and fingers crossed, a visit from Santa. Parent Club will also run a raffle on the with some great prizes on offer. 

  

We would love to see lots of families come together to celebrate the end of another great year at SGPS.  
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There is no safe number of days for missing school. Every day counts. 
Week 9 of Term 4  

93% total school wide attendance 
96% school wide attendance (not including absences relating to illness or medical) 

There were 66 late arrives in Week 9.  

The TOP CLASSES for arrival time for the week were: 
5/6 Daenke, 3/4 Murphy and 1/2 Vernon 

 

Grade 6 Graduation 

Our Grade 6 Graduation will be held on Thursday, 19th December from 7.30pm at the BSE auditorium. We would 

ask everyone to be seated by 7.15pm. This night celebrates the achievements of all of our Grade 6 students. Prior to 

the formal part of the evening, the children will have a dinner at school with their friends and teachers from 6.00pm 

- 7.00pm, then board a bus for a short tour around Bendigo, arriving at BSE for the formal part of the evening to 

commence at 7.30pm. 

 

Grade 6 students will have a rehearsal at BSE on Thursday, 19th December from 10.00am - 2.30pm. 

 

Final day of 2019 – early dismissal & final assembly 

The final school day for Spring Gully PS students will be Friday, 20th December. Parents should note the earlier 

finishing time of 1.15pm.  

  

The final assembly for 2019 will commence at 1.00pm.  Students will be dismissed from the assembly area at 

1.15pm.  

 

School Bus 

The school bus will be leaving our school at approximately 2.30pm on Friday 20th December, which is more than 

an hour after students will be dismissed from assembly. Please consider whether you want your child at school for 

this extended period of time while they wait for the bus to collect them. 

 

Also, the school bus will operate in line with BSE for Term 1 next year.  

 

Francis Trezise 

Principal 

trezise.francis.c@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

From the Assistant Principal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reports – FAQs 

When are Reports released to families? 

Reports are released via Compass next Wednesday 18th December. Hard copies are only printed on request. Please 

be mindful that a likely high volume of traffic on the Compass site may impact download speeds. If you have any 

issues accessing your child/children’s Report, please feel free to contact me. 

 

With the introduction of Learning Tasks this semester, what differences will I notice on my child’s Report?  

Learning Tasks have provided families with regular information about student progress, primarily in Reading, 

Writing and Mathematics. Due to this, Reports will not include a specific Literacy and Mathematics comment 

section, as they have previously. However, teachers may choose to include commentary in the Teacher Comment 

section relating to these areas of learning.  

 

Your child’s Report will include: 

- The ‘Dot-Point’ page: indicating where your child sits in each key learning area against the Victorian 

Curriculum. 

- Approaches to Learning: similar to the previous ‘Work Habits’, indicating personal and interpersonal 

skills exhibited by your child.  

- Attendance: days absent this semester.  
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- A Teacher Comment: a summary written by your child’s teacher aimed at capturing your child’s 

semester. It will include how your child engages in their learning, mixes with their peers, some key 

achievements and possibly an area to keep working on, among other elements chosen for commentary.  

Our focus for this comment is around capturing your child as a learner, but also as a person.    

- Student Comment: your child’s reflection of the semester 

- Specialist Sections: reporting on your child’s progress in Art, German, Physical Education, Drama, 

Health and History. We have moved away from written comments for our Specialist staff and are 

introducing a ‘tick box’ format that addresses ‘Learning Achievements’, which are written by each 

Specialist teacher. This decision was based on some of the challenges associated with our Specialist staff 

teaching all 400 students for 45mins per week. This change was supported by feedback from our School 

Council.  

 

How do Learning Tasks and Reports relate to each other?  

Each semester, the seven Learning Tasks and final Report make up the complete ‘formal’ reporting package for 

families. Learning Tasks are designed to regularly provide information to families about their child’s progress, 

honing in on significant moments in your child’s learning throughout the semester. The Report is designed to 

provide a summary of your child’s learning over the whole semester and indicate their overall progress against the 

Victorian Curriculum.   

 

We welcome feedback from our community about our change to a progressive reporting model, implemented this 

semester. In the newsletter next week, there will be a link provided to a survey where families may choose to 

provide feedback.  

 

Netbook Collection – Grade 6 
Netbooks will be collected from all students in Grade 6 Tuesday 17th December, so that they can be prepared for 

Grade 3 students in 2020.  

Prior to this day, students need to:   

- ensure that any data they wish to keep has been removed 

- have their netbook looking neat and tidy, with name tags removed 

- have their charger at school to hand in with their netbook. Missing chargers will be billed to families.  

 

Medicines and EpiPens + Anaphylaxis, Allergy and Asthma Management Plans for 2020  
On the final day of Term 4, we request that parents collect any medicines or EpiPens that are currently at school for 

your child/children.  

Students with existing plans for allergies, asthma and/or anaphylaxis will have blank plans/management documents 

sent home early next week. These will need to be returned to school on Interview Day, Wednesday 29th January 

2020. As part of our policies and consistent with DET guidelines, these documents must be revised and updated at 

the beginning of each school year. Please contact Wendy or myself if you have any questions.  

 

Brilliant SGPS Cricketers 

I was lucky enough to fill in for Mr Smith on Monday and accompany our Girls Cricket Team to Melbourne for the 

State Finals. As always, our students competed to the best of their ability, supported each other and consistently had 

our three School Values on display. They had a good win in the first game, a narrow loss in the second and a loss in 

the third. The heat made the day all the more challenging!  

Thanks to Nathan Francis for doing a great job as coach and to the families who came down to support the team. 

Congratulations girls – you should be very proud of making it to the State Finals when most of you don’t play 

cricket regularly. A top effort!  

 

Christmas Gathering 

I know many students are looking forward to the Community Christmas Gathering next Tuesday evening. I am 

unfortunately an apology for this event, as it is my own children’s end of year concert this night also. Pheobe and 

Delaney in Grade 5 have offered to facilitate the student joke telling, on my behalf. We will work on this, ready for 

the night. I hope families enjoy the evening.   
 

Brett Parkes 

Assistant Principal 

parkes.brett.b@edumail.vic.gov.au 
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RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS 
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Specialist Staff Information 
 

 

 

German News 

Junior Christmas Concert 

Parents and Grandparents are invited to our German Christmas Concert on Monday 16th December from 10am to 

11am in the Manya Building at Spring Gully Primary School. Please be seated by 9.55am so that we can start on 

time. Students from Prep, Grade 1 and Grade 2 will be singing a selection of songs and performing dances they 

have learnt in German classes this year, supported by members of the 5/6 choir.  

Felicity Woodward  - Languages Teacher 

General            

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Club News 
Christmas Gathering 

We are holding a Christmas get together on Tuesday the 17th of December from 5-7pm, in the hub area at school. 

It will be a very casual affair, allowing everyone to get together, celebrate the year we have had, our community 

and spend time with friends.  Please come along, bring a picnic and your Christmas cheer.  

 

Christmas Raffle 

Raffle tickets have been sent home.  If you have not received yours, or you require additional booklets please see 

the office, where there will be more available.  We are collating some wonderful prizes- various vouchers and 

tickets for family activities you can enjoy for the holidays.  The raffle will be drawn during the Christmas 

gathering. 

 

Fresh Fruit Friday 
Thanks to the generosity of the McKern Foundation our junior students get platefuls of fresh fruit on Friday 

mornings. If you ever have free time on Friday mornings after school drop off, to help us chop up and deliver this 

fruit to the class room, please come and join in.  A huge thank you to all of the volunteers who help with this every 

week. 

 

We have also been able to secure some additional funding, so that the senior students are now enjoying Fresh Fruit 

Friday as well. 

 

Involvement 
If you would like to get involved in any of our activities or meetings, please make yourself known via one of our 

members or through the facebook group below. 

https://www.facebook.com/SpringGullyParentsClub/ 
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Repeat Notices 
Semester Two Student Reports   

Reports will be released electronically via Compass on Thursday, 19th December. Please be mindful that many 

other schools are likely to be releasing their Semester Reports at a similar time and that download speeds may vary 

depending on the time of day you are attempting to download. Reports will only be printed upon request.  

 

Perfect Attendance Awards   

Certificates for these awards for Semester 2 will be sent home with reports.  Perfect attendance will be deemed as  

as zero absences, zero lates and zero early departures. 

 

School Captains for 2020 
Our Grade 5 children will have the opportunity to submit applications to be our School Captains in 2020.  In 

addition to a written application, students will need to participate in an interview with Mr Parkes, our current school 

captains and myself.  This process will start shortly and will finish with the announcement of our new School 

Captains at our final assembly for 2019. 

 

Classroom Teacher Placements for 2020   
The teachers were allocated to the following grades on Tuesday afternoon at our staff meeting: 

  

Prep – Mrs Kristy Pesina, Ms Maddy Vernon and Mr Corey Greer 

Grade 1/2 – Mr Chris McClellan, Ms Beth Haxby, Mrs Amy Arthur, Ms Taylah Coatsworth and Mrs Jane Rodda 

(0.6)/Mrs Emma Orr (0.4) 

Grade 3/4 – Mrs Luke Staley (0.8)/TBC (0.2), Mrs Kate Murphy, Mr Luke Crawford and Mr Josh Frederick 

Grade 5/6 –Ms Ash Lockett, Mr Daniel Lidgett, Mr Ro Daenke, Mrs Lauren Schulz and Mrs Evelyn Hartney 

(0.6)/Mr Michael Smith (0.4) 

 

Change of Plans for 2020?     

Accurate enrolment numbers are crucial when it comes to planning for 2020.  If your child/children will not be with 

us next year, please contact your child’s teacher or the office as soon as possible. 

SWPBS 

As part of our School Wide Positive Behaviour System, we have worked together to create our very first 
Behaviour Expectation Matrix for Spring Gully Primary School. Our matrix translates Spring Gully 
Primary School’s three school values into expected behaviours. The matrix clarifies what our behaviours 
should look, sound and feel like in each area of our school. Our expected behaviours are explicitly taught 
in every classroom and consistently reinforced throughout the school. Our matrix is a work in progress 
and will change over time, are displayed in all classrooms and will be positioned in many locations 
around the school. Teachers will refer to the matrix and have regular discussions with all students at 
Spring Gully Primary School. Our matrix works to encourage positive behaviour. 

Check out our new matrix which was attached to the newsletter last week.  

 Corey Greer  –  Co-ordinator 
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SCHOOL UNIFORMS 

With Christmas just around the corner we would like to take this opportunity to 
sincerely thank you all for your support and business over the past year and 

look forward to another good year for all of us. 

We will be closing on Thursday 19th December 

And reopening on Monday,6 January, 2020 

  

We wish you all a Safe and Happy Christmas and a  

Prosperous New Year. 

  

  

Regards, 

BENDIGO UNIFORMS PLUS 

Shop 6 Abbott Arcade 

Bendigo, Vic, 3550 

Ph: 03 4416 2141 
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