SPRING GULLY PRIMARY SCHOOL – BE AWESOME
Our Values

RESPECT
RESPONSIBILITY
RESILIENCE
Reminders

e

Friday, 19th February
Learning Task 1 released: Mathematics – 3.15pm
School Council Nominations close - 4.00pm
Monday, 22nd February
Senior School Swimming Sports
Principal: Mr. Francis Trezise
Assistant Principal: Mr. Brett Parkes
School Council President: Mr. Ronnie Lowe

Grade 5 Camp – Camp Kookaburra rescheduled
Monday 1st to Wednesday 3rd of March

Newsletter 3 – Thursday, 18th February 2021
Principal Awards – Grades five & six
Azer K – 5/6 Byron: Azer has had an amazing start to the year, bringing enthusiasm and a warm smile to the
classroom every day. He is demonstrating his determination by staying focused on each task at hand, and
developing his leadership skills by helping others in his class. Well done on your fabulous efforts Azer, they do
not go unnoticed – keep being awesome!
Ameliah B – 5/6 Daenke: Ameliah has made fantastic start to the year. She is always looking for
RESPONSIBILITY in our room and school yard, taking on extra duties whenever needed, and she applies herself
positively to all challenges. Keep up the great work Milly!
Dante A – 5/6 Lidgett: Dante has had a fantastic start to the year. His positive attitude and growth mindset
result in awesome work which he is constantly trying to improve. Dante is a role model to all those around him
demonstrating all of our School Values in all he does. Keep being awesome Dante!
Maya D – 5/6 Lockett: for the fantastic leadership qualities she displays day-to-day. She takes such pride in the
presentation of her work and leads by example when it comes to her work ethic and attitude towards learning.
Brilliant work Maya!
Sports award
Zeke W – 5/6 Daenke: for his enthusiastic participation in Physical Education and his
outstanding sportsmanship.
Art Award
No Award This Week
LOTE Award
Reuben T – 5/6 Byron: Reuben has got off to a great start in German this year. Reuben is a great listener who
takes responsibility for his own learning!
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MUSIC AWARD
Arabella F – 1/2 Rodda/Brewer: for your wonderful scarf dancing this week during remote learning. You've
shown resilience by adapting our Music activities with your usual positivity. Well done Arabella!

Diary Dates

2021
Term 1
February
Friday, 19th
Monday, 22nd
Wednesday, 24th
Friday, 26th

3.15pm
4.00pm
12.00pm – 3.00pm

Learning Task 1 released – Mathematics
School Council Nominations close
Senior School Swimming Sports (Grade 3 – 6 Students)
Prep Students not required at school
Census Day

8.00am

Grade 5 Camp Kookaburra

March
Monday, 1st –
Wednesday, 3rd
Monday, 1st
Wednesday, 3rd
Friday, 5th
Monday, 8th
Thursday, 11th –
Friday, 12th
Monday, 15th
Wednesday 17th

– 3.15pm
6.30pm – 8.00pm
9.30am – 2.30pm
3.15pm
5.00pm
– 3.00pm
7.30pm – 9.00pm
2.15pm – 3.15pm

Friday, 19th
3.15pm
Wednesday, 24th

Education and Development Sub Committee Meeting
Sandhurst Division Tennis Championships (Selected students only)
Sandhurst Division Swimming Championships (Selected students only)
Learning Task 2 released - Reading
Labour Day Holiday
Grade 3 Discovery Science and Technology Sleepover
School Council AGM and Meeting
Harmony Day Celebrations Prep – 6 Students
Rhythm of Life African Drumming Incursion Prep – 6 Students
National Ride to School Day
Learning Task 3 released - Writing
School Photos

April
Thursday, 1st

10.30am – 1.00pm
2.15pm
2.30pm
2.30pm

Cross Country Prep – Grade 6 Students
Assembly
End of Term 1
Specialist Learning Task released
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Every Week –
Tuesday and Wednesday at 8.00am sharp- 8.30am - Grades 3-6 Early Morning Tennis
(Commencing Tuesday, 9th February)
Monday lunch time – Grades 3-6 Dance Troupe & Art Room open to all students
Wednesday lunch time - Grades 3-6 Coding Club
Tuesday lunch time – Grade 3-6 Choir
Thursday lunch time - Grades 3-6 Chess Club
Monday, Thursday, Friday Lunch time - Grades Prep to 6 Kids Club
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday Lunch time - Grades Prep to 6

From the Principal
Dear Parents/Guardians,
Remote and Flexible Learning
Things can certainly change very quickly at the moment! One minute I was happily joining in a game of cricket
with the students during lunch and the next minute I was processing what the ‘snap’ lockdown meant for all
involved with our school.
Once again I felt so proud to work with such dedicated and caring staff. Within minutes, Brett and I were receiving
messages from our staff offering support, such as supervising the children whenever they were needed. I am
incredibly grateful for the swift actions and flexibility displayed right across our community during this ‘circuitbreaker lockdown’ period. Like all of you, we are hoping that this lockdown is an isolated event and not something
that is going to be a regular occurrence throughout the 2021 school year.
Our leadership team met this morning to discuss our approach to a future ‘snap’ lockdown. We also discussed this
at our School Council meeting on Monday evening. The short notice was very challenging but we hope that
planning for another such event will be beneficial for staff, parents and students.
School Guidelines for COVID-19
The health and safety advice is consistent with the advice that was in place until Friday 12 February, but changes
have been made to face mask advice.
From Thursday 18 February, school staff when not teaching must wear a face mask at school, unless an exception
applies:
 in all indoor spaces
 in all outdoor spaces when 1.5m physical distance cannot be maintained.
Visitors and parents must also observe this guidance.
School Assembly
Our assemblies will continue each Friday at 2.45pm and families are most welcome to attend.
Grade 5 Camp – New Date
Our Grade 5 Camp was postponed last Friday, in response to updated restrictions during the 3-day lockdown. I am
delighted to announce that we have been able to secure an alternate date for this event; Monday 1 st March to
Wednesday 3th March. I’m sure the students will be happy that we were able to get rescheduled so quickly.
Parents will need to provide permission for this new date via Compass.
Labour Day Holiday
Students are not required at school on Monday, 8th March due to the Labour Day Holiday.
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School Council Summary
Our February School Council meeting was held recently. Many items were discussed and/or ratified, including:
School Council Elections 2021
The current School Council elections were discussed, including the current vacancies.
Retiring school councillors were reminded that they can renominate for School Council if they still meet the
eligibility requirements.
2020 Annual Report
Schools are required to submit a school annual report to the Department by 30 April each year.
Typically, from early March, our school’s annual report template can be accessed from the Strategic Planning
Online Tool (SPOT).
Enrolments
We currently have 397 students enrolled at our school.
The average class size for the Junior School (Prep-2) is 20.9 and the average class size across the entire school is
23.5. The Junior School average includes Mrs Starr (Junior School Intervention - Reading) and Mrs Alexander
(some Masterclass lessons – Writing). Our overall school average is as low as 22.9 when we include Mrs Alexander
(0.2 School Intervention – Writing Masterclasses), Mrs Starr (0.5 Junior School Intervention - Reading), Mr Staley
(0.2 Learning Specialist) and Mrs Brewer (0.4 Learning Specialist). Learning Tutors are not included in these
averages.
Staffing News
Mr. McClellan will be having surgery next week and won’t be back the rest of Term 1. He will be replaced by Mr.
Dunstone. We wish Mr. McClellan a speedy recovery.
Mrs. Arthur is due to take family leave later this term. Mrs. Byron is already teaching this class in a fulltime
capacity with Mrs. Arthur so no recruitment process is required.
Curriculum Days
Our remaining 3 curriculum days are yet to be finalised. I should have these dates available in March.
School Fair
Although a School Fair is unlikely in 2021, a final decision will be made later this year.
Conflict of Interest (COI) - School Councils
Information was shared with councillors regarding their obligations relating to COI.
Parent Club
Parent Club were thanked for their important role in having the friendship seats return to our school. They were
also thanked for their willingness to support One Box, which is the distribution of food boxes to families in need.
Landscape Committee
The Grade 1/2 building near where the bikes are parking was repainted in the holidays. Some damage caused by
galahs was also attended to.
Learning Tasks
There are some small changes to Learning Tasks in 2021. Specialists will be on board this year and will complete
one Learning Task per department, per term. Specialists have some great ideas to implement. There will be no
Topic related Learning Task in Term 1 and Term 3, Topic work will instead be addressed in the semester reports.
Families will received two Learning Tasks for Reading, Writing and Mathematics each semester.
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Excursion Approvals/Information
Swimming Sports Grades 3-6 on Monday, 22nd February from 11.30am-3.00pm at a cost of $6 per
student. Travel will be by bus to Bendigo East Pool.
Grade 2 2020 rescheduled Discovery Centre Sleepover on 11th and 12th of March at a cost of $60 per
student. Current Grade 3/4 teachers will attend.
Grade 3 2020 rescheduled Camp Kookaburra on Monday, 1st to Wednesday 3rd March at a cost of $245
per student. Grade 5/6 teachers will attend.
Rhythm of Life – African Drumming Incursion on Wednesday 17th March at a cost of $5 per student. This
incursion is part of our Harmony Day activities.
Francis Trezise
Principal
Francis.Trezise@education.vic.gov.au

From the Assistant Principal

Cyber Topic of the Week:
5 Skills - from Empathy to Manners - That Tech Might Be Eroding (and What to Do About It).
If you're drowning in devices, but politeness is in short supply, it's time to get back to basics.

To read this article from CommonSense Media, please follow this link:
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/5-skills-from-empathy-to-manners-that-tech-might-be-eroding-andwhat-to-do-about-it
Learning Task 1 Released Tomorrow
Our first Learning Task for the year will be released to families tomorrow at 3:15pm. The focus of this task is
Mathematics – Number and Algebra and is based on an assessment using our Essential Assessment resource.
What families should see in this Learning Task:
1. A comment from your child’s teacher. This comment highlights 2-3 skills proficiently demonstrated in the
assessment and 1 area for future improvement/focus.
2. An attached Learning Goal document generated by Essential Assessment, providing families with more
detailed information about how their child performed in the assessment.
SMS Alerts from Compass
Compass is set up to automatically send an SMS to families if a student is late or absent, without explanation. This
SMS is ‘no-reply’, as it is generated by the Compass software. To contact the school with information about an
absence or late arrival, the following options are available to families:
- Via the Compass Parent Portal; parents can send a notification to the school.
- Send an SMS via the absence line on 0427 840 915
- Call the school office.
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Upcoming Events
Permission and payment (where applicable) via Compass is currently required for the following events:
Event
Who
Event Date
Senior School Swimming Sports
Grades 3 to 6
Monday 22nd February
Grade 5 Camp Kookaburra
Grade 5
Monday 1st to Wednesday 3rd March
Grade 3 Discovery Centre Sleepover
Grade 3
Thursday 11th to Friday 12th March
African Drumming Incursion
Prep to Grade 6
Wednesday 17th March
Detail is provided for each of these when you open the event to provide consent. Please contact your child’s
teacher if you need anything clarified.
Brett Parkes
Assistant Principal
Brett.Parkes@education.vic.gov.au

RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS

Respectful Relationships in 3/4 Murphy has looked a little different so far. We have concentrated
on getting to know each other and working as a team, as you can see from the photos below.
The school values of Respect, Responsibility and Resilience all provide the foundation for ‘Stress
Management’ which is our RRRR topic for this term.
During our 3/4 department activity of Tabloid Sports, the students practiced their team work
and resilience. This nicely matched one of the learning intentions of our Stress Management
unit, which is for ‘Students to persist with tasks when faced with challenges and adapt their
approach when first attempts are not successful’. Our students have made a great start with
this.
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Here students are having to guide each other through a maze of chess pieces.
Specialist Staff Information

PE / Sport News
House Captains
House Captain badges have arrived and will be presented to the students at Assembly on Friday.
Swimming Sports
Monday, 22nd of February we will be conducting our Senior School Swimming Sports for all children in Grades 3
to 6. The Sports will be held at Bendigo East Swimming pool from approximately 12pm to 3pm. A bus has been
organised to transport the students. They will participate in their age group in a number of timed or untimed
swimming races, varying in lengths (depending on the child’s competency level).
Fun and participation will be the main focus of the day and students do not need to be confident swimmers, nor
display correct stroke technique to take part. They will be able to choose the races that they would like to go in.
Novelty games in the small shallow pool will be organised for less confident swimmers to allow for maximum
student participation. House points will be awarded for each event your child participates in, including novelty
games. Students who win the timed, full length (50m) races may then be selected to represent the school at the
upcoming Division Schools Carnival (depending on their time and correct stroke technique). Students may also
have a ‘free swim’ if time permits.
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The cost of this activity is $6 to cover the bus and pool entry fee. As the school is being charged a set fee for use of
the pool and not per student, season ticket holders will also be charged the full amount. Consent and payment
must be online via the Compass Parent Portal.
Students are reminded to bring – swimmers, towel, hats, sunscreen, snacks and a refillable drink bottle. To assist
with time limits in the changerooms due to COVID restrictions, we ask the students to bring thongs or slip on
shoes to put on (leave socks and shoes at school).
Spectators are most welcome, however we would like to remind you that photographs can only be taken of your
own children (this includes the podium.)
Early Morning Sports – Tennis
Early morning tennis will start next Tuesday for any interested students in Grades 3-6 and will continue every
Tuesday and Wednesday until further notice.
It will be held at the Spring Gully Tennis Courts from 8am to 8.30am. Parents are welcome to join in, however they
are not required to stay. I will be organising drills and games for the students and then walk them all to school
before the start of the school day.
All equipment will be provided, however students may wish to bring their own racquets.
Michael Smith – PE Co-ordinator

Repeats
Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund applications 2021
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and
sporting activities.
If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink Health Care
Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible. There is also a special
consideration category for asylum seeker and refugee families.
Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students. Payments are made direct to the school
to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and sporting activities for the benefit of your child.
If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an application form this year,
unless there has been a change in your family circumstances.
If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact the school office on 54437230 and ask for an
application form.
You can also download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility, on the Department of
Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund web page.
Check with the school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to the school office as soon as
possible.
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Community
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