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Newsletter 3 – Thursday, 20th February 2020 

Principal Awards – Grades Five AND Six 
Charlie L - 5/6 Daenke: Charlie has made a positive start to the year and been willing to share his sense of 

humour and artistic skills with the class. He should be very proud of how he displayed our new school value of 

Resilience as part of the ‘Let’s Get Moving’ program and worked hard to learn all of the steps to our routine. 

Keep up the great work Charlie! 

Alicia M – 5/6 Hartney/Smith: Alicia has made a fantastic start to the year.  She always completes her work to 

the best of her ability and makes valuable contributions to class discussions.  Alicia is a great role model for her 

classmates to follow.  Keep up the awesome work Alicia. 

Ava McC – 5/6 Lidgett: Ava is a great responsible role-model within our class. She attacks all tasks with 

enthusiasm and attention to detail, encouraging those around her to excel. Keep being Awesome Ava. 

Gemma S – 5/6 Lockett: for the resilience she has displayed at school when dealing with her broken finger. She 

has completed all work to a high standard, with a smile on her face. Gemma has also shown fantastic 

responsibility when it comes to supporting her Prep Buddy. Amazing work Gemma! 

Lachlan B – 5/6 Schulz: Lachie has made an excellent start to Grade 5. He quietly goes about his work and takes 

our Classroom and School Wide expectations seriously. Lachie demonstrates kindness and a focused approach to 

school. Well done Lachie. 

 

VALUE TREE AWARDS 
Responsibility: Alyssa F, Sean R 

Resilience: Delainey G, Grace F, Toby P 

 

Sports award 
Lachlan M – 5/6 Schulz: for his enthusiastic participation in Physical Education and his  

outstanding sportsmanship. 

 
Art Award 

Sophie O’C – Prep Pesina: Using a range of different lines, Sophie drew a fantastic portrait with crazy hair.  

Well done Sophie. 

 

LOTE Award 
Jackson W –1/2 Rodda/Orr: for using beautiful manners in German in German class. 

 

 

 
Principal: Mr. Francis Trezise 

Assistant Principal: Mr. Brett Parkes 

School Council President: Mr. Ronnie Lowe 

Friday, 21st February 
Parent Club Annual General Meeting – 2.00pm 

Learning Task 1 released – Mathematics–3.15pm 
School Council Nominations close - 4.00pm 

 
Wednesday, 26th February - Friday, 28th February 

Grade 6 Urban Camp 
 

Friday, 28th February 
Census Day 

 

Our Values 
 

RESPECT 

RESPONSIBILITY 

RESILIENCE 
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Diary Dates  

 2020  

Term 1   

February   

Friday, 21st 2.00pm 

3.15pm 

4.00pm 

Parent Club Annual General Meeting 

Learning Task 1 released - Mathematics 

School Council Nominations close 

Wednesday, 26th  Prep Students not required at school 

Wednesday, 26th 

– Friday, 28th 

7.30am – 

                 6.00pm 

Grade 6 Urban Camp 

Friday, 28th  Census Day 

March   

Monday, 2nd 6.00pm – 7.00pm Education & Community Development Sub-Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, 4th  

9.30am – 3.00pm 

Sandhurst Division Tennis Championships  (Selected students only) 

Grade 4 Excursion – ACMI workshop at the Bendigo Goldfields Library 

Friday, 6th 9.30am – 2.30pm Sandhurst Division Swimming Championships (Selected students only) 

Learning Task 2 released: Approaches to Learning 

Monday, 9th  Labour Day Holiday  

Friday, 13th  National Ride2School Day 

Monday, 16th 6.30pm – 7.00pm 

7.00pm – 7.30pm 

7.30pm – 8.00pm   

8.00pm – 9.00pm 

Grounds/Landscape/Buildings Sub-Committee Meeting 

Accountability & Management Sub-Committee Meeting 

School Council - Annual General Meeting 

School Council - General Meeting 

Friday, 20th 3.15pm Learning Task 3 released: Reading 

Wednesday, 25th  School Photos 

Friday, 27th  2.15pm 

2.30pm 

2.30pm 

Assembly 

End of Term 1 

Learning Task 4 released: Writing 

 

 
Every Week – 

Tuesday and Wednesday 8.00am sharp- 8.30am - Grades 3-6 Early Morning Tennis 

                                    (Commencing Tuesday, 11th February) 

Monday lunch time – Grades 3-6 Dance Troupe  

Tuesday lunch time - Grades 3-6 Coding Club 

Wednesday lunch time – Grade 3-6 Choir & Art Room open to all student 

Friday lunch time - Grades 3-6 Chess Club 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday Lunch time - Grades Prep to 6 Kids Club 

Wednesday after school – Prep – Grade 2 German Club 3.30pm – 4.30pm 

 

 

 

From the Principal 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians,  
 

Great Start to 2020! 

What a wonderful start to the year we have had! The children have settled well into their new grades and are 

working with teachers and Education Support staff to set the tone and expectations for the year. The school is a 

calm, happy, productive place and learning is going ahead at full speed. Congratulations and thank you to all!  

 

 

MUSIC AWARD 
Philip D – 5/6 Hartney/Smith: for holding a steady beat for the djembe drummers while playing the shakere. 
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School Self-Evaluation and Review 

This year our school will be involved in a School Self-Evaluation (Term 2) and a School Review (Term 3). Over 

the next few weeks we will start to develop a methodology to ensure we conduct a thorough School Self-

Evaluation, which in turn will ensure our School Review is as productive as possible. 

 

What is a School Self-Evaluation? 

The School Self-Evaluation involves a school community identifying its progress, achievements and barriers to 

improvement. It provides schools with a process to collect data from diverse sources to inform action for improving 

student outcomes and professional learning, much the same as we use student data to identify a student's zone of 

proximal development. 

 

School reflection and self-evaluation helps identify: 

 what is working well 

 what needs to continue 

 which areas of the school's work may need to be improved or further developed. 

 

It informs decisions relating to priority-setting, initiatives, strategies and actions for improvement. 

 

What is a School Review? 

As part of the improvement cycle, each Victorian government school undertakes a review every four years. The 

school community completes a comprehensive self-evaluation against the FISO continua of practice, which will 

involve students, teachers and community members. 

 

An independent analysis is also completed of a school’s performance against their goals and targets in their school 

strategic plan. The review evaluates the school's strengths, areas for improvement and the impact of its 

improvement efforts. 

 

At the end of the review, a new four-year school strategic plan is created and endorsed by the school community. 

 

Every day counts – Kids need to be at school everyday!  
We all want our students to get a great education, and this begins with students coming to school each and every 

day. In the long term, missing school can have a major impact on a child’s future – a student missing one day a 

fortnight will miss four full weeks by the end of the year. By Year 10 they’ll have missed more than a year of 

school. There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses, to some degree puts them 

behind and can affect their educational outcomes. Missing school can also affect their capacity to develop all-

important friendships and build a strong connection with their classmates. Coming to school every day is vital, but 

if for any reason your child must miss school, there are things we can do together to ensure they don’t fall behind: 
· Speak with your classroom teacher and find out what work your child needs to do to keep up.  
· Speak with Mr Parkes or myself 
· Develop an absence learning plan with your teacher and ensure your child completes the plan.  
  
If your child must miss school, speak with your classroom teacher as early as possible. If you’re having attendance 

issues with your child, please let your classroom teacher know so we can work together to get your child to school 

every day. 
  
Labour Day Holiday 
Students are not required at school on Monday, 9th March due to the Labour Day Holiday 

  

Francis Trezise 

Principal 

trezise.francis.c@edumail.vic.gov.au 
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From the Assistant Principal 
 

There is no safe number of days for missing school. Every day counts. 
Week 3 (Term 1) 

ALL Absences      Late Arrivals  
                    151           38 

 

Cyber Topic of the Week:  
5 Skills - from Empathy to Manners - That Tech Might Be Eroding (and What to Do About It). 
If you're drowning in devices, but politeness is in short supply, it's time to get back to basics. 

 

 

To read this article from CommonSense Media, please follow this link: 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/5-skills-from-empathy-to-manners-that-tech-might-be-eroding-and-

what-to-do-about-it 

 

Learning Task 1 Released Tomorrow 

Our first Learning Task for the year will be released to families tomorrow at 3:15pm. The focus of this task is 

Mathematics – Number and Algebra and is based on an assessment using our Essential Assessment resource.  

What families should see in this Learning Task: 

1. A comment from your child’s teacher. This comment highlights 2-3 skills proficiently demonstrated and 1 

area for future improvement/focus.   

2. An attached Learning Goal document generated by Essential Assessment, providing families with more 

detailed information about how their child performed in the assessment.   

SMS Alerts from Compass 

Compass is set up to automatically send an SMS to families if a student is late or absent, without explanation. It 

also provides the school with the capacity to SMS our community For example, informing families about the arrival 

time of a bus returning from an excursion. This SMS is ‘no-reply’, as it is generated by the Compass software. To 

contact the school with information about an absence or late arrival, the following options are available to families: 

- Via the Compass Parent Portal; parents can send a notification to the school.  

- Send an SMS via the absence line on 0427 840 915 

- Call the school office.  

 

School Photo Day 

SGPS Photo Day is takes place on Wednesday 25th March. In the coming weeks, a flyer will be sent home to all 

families containing a unique code which identifies your child. The information on the flyer will outline the steps for 

online ordering of your photos, including family photos. This is the only way to order photos; the school office will 

not be involved in the ordering process.  

If (on the school photos) you would like the first name of your child to appear differently to that which is on 

their birth certificate, please let the office know by next Wednesday 26th February. 

 

 

Brett Parkes 
Assistant Principal 

parkes.brett.b@edumail.vic.gov.au 
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Hi, 

My name is Memphus Beckworth and I am doing the world’s greatest shave this year and I need your help to reach 

my adjusted goal from $560 to $2000.  I am so pleased after last week’s news item with your generosity, 

I have now raised $721 that I know. The reason that I am doing this is because my father sadly past away from 

cancer and I’m trying to stop other people getting leukaemia. 

 

What if someone in your family was diagnosed with leukaemia? If even a few of you contribute to this cause, loved 

ones can have a chance to receive life-saving medicine, treatment, or even a cure one day.  

You can make a difference!  

 

Follow my link below to access my personal fundraising page on the World’s Greatest Shave website. Please give 

what you can to support me and help beat blood cancer. http://my.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/memphusbeckworth  

                             
 

RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS 

 

 

What do emotions look like? 

In this activity Grade 3/4 Staley/Alexander students worked in groups to set up a guessing game 

for their classmates. Each group designed a freeze frame showing a situation in which someone 

might feel a certain emotion. The class looked at each group’s freeze frame and guessed the 

emotion. Can you guess which group is bored, lonely, happy, surprised, nervous or frustrated?  
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Digby is Back! 

 

Digby returned to our school this week, after an absence last year, due to the rebuild and Mrs 

Alexander’s 2019 teaching role. Digby will be in 3/4S and in the 3/4 building on 

Thursdays.  All grades are aware and are excited to have him back! For new students and families who 
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don’t know about Digby, he is Mrs Jan Alexander’s pet Cavoodle. In previous years, Digby came to 

school with her as the ‘SGPS Junior School Reading Dog’. This year he is going to be the ‘Grade 

3/4's Wellbeing Dog’, but he'll be at school for everyone to get some pet therapy.  

 

Specialist Staff Information 

 
PE / Sport News 

Spring Gully Swimming Sports 

Congratulations to all students from grades 3 to 6 who competed at our Senior School Swimming Sports at the 

Bendigo East Pool on Monday. Despite a few rain showers during the day, the sports ran very smoothly as the 

students competed in a range events including; freestyle, backstroke, breaststroke and butterfly. Novelty games 

were also played in the Intermediate pool. It was great to see so many children participating, giving their best 

efforts. Students were awarded House points for every event they chose to compete in. The final House standings 

will be announced at Assembly on Friday.  

 

The highlight of the day was the House Relay event, with ASHBY House coming from behind to secure victory 

from SAVAGE and GODBER.  

Congratulations to the following students who have qualified to represent the school at the Sandhurst Division 

Swimming Championships on Friday, March 6th. 

Student Events 

Mitchell McC 11 Years Boys freestyle, relay 

Max G 11 Years Boys backstroke, relay 

Maddy T 12 Girls freestyle, relay 

Lachlan M 12 Boys freestyle, breaststroke and relay 

Reagan W 12 Girls backstroke 

Zoe D 12 Girls breaststroke 

 

Thanks to all staff and parents for their assistance in making our swimming sports run so smoothly. 

District Tennis  

Congratulations to Issy M and Lachlan M who represented the school at the District Tennis competition on 

Wednesday. Both students won their respective matches and will now progress to the Sandhurst Division 

competition on Wednesday the 4th of March. We wish them the best of luck. 
    

mailto:ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.sgps.vic.edu.au/


Spring Gully Primary School, 104-110 Spring Gully Road, Bendigo, 3550.   

PO Box 310, Strathdale, 3550   

Phone: 54437230    Fax: 54415584                 

Email: spring.gully.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au                                      Absence Phone No. 0427840915 (SMS only) 

Website: www.sgps.vic.edu.au 

                                         

 

Early Morning Sports – Tennis 

Early morning tennis has commenced for any interested students in Grades 3-6 and will continue every Tuesday 

and Wednesday for the first half of the term. 

 

It is held at the Spring Gully Tennis Courts from 8.00 to 8.30am. Parents are welcome to join in, however they are 

not required to stay. I will be organising drills and games for the students and then walk them all to school before 

the start of the school day. 

 

All equipment will be provided, however students may wish to bring their own racquets. There is no cost to 

participate in this program. 

 

Michael Smith – PE Co-ordinator 

 

German News 
 

  
 

After School German Club 

COME AND TRY GERMAN CLUB ON  
WEDNESDAYS AFTER SCHOOL 

Starting on Wednesday, March 4th 

German Club is for students and parents who would like to participate in some fun activities whilst learning a bit of 

German language and culture. There is generally no cost unless we do a special activity like cooking or an Easter 

Egg Hunt. 

It is for junior students (Prep to Grade 2) and consists of games, songs, stories, and cultural activities. Students 

must attend with an adult. Other siblings (younger or older) and grandparents are welcome.  

German Club is held in the German classroom after school on Wednesdays from 3.30pm -4.30pm. The teacher is 

Felicity Woodward.  
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Felicity Woodward 

Languages Teacher 

 

General 

 
Active Travel News 

 
National Ride2School Day Friday 13 March 

Spring Gully Primary will join with schools all over the country to celebrate riding, walking, scooting and skating 

to school for National Ride2School Day on Friday 13 March.  

 

Has your family tried riding or walking to school this year? If not, Ride2School Day is the perfect time to try it (it’s 

fine to walk or scoot as well).  

 

If walking or riding isn’t yet part of your routine, you could give it a try in the coming weeks!  

 

Plan ahead to make sure you have bikes and helmets ready, and to leave a little bit of extra time on the morning. Or, 

if mornings are too stressful, start with a ride or walk home after school – it’s a nice way to wind down after school.  

 

If you do already travel actively to school, Ride2School Day is a day to celebrate!  

Instead of our normal WoW Wednesday count that week, we’ll do a HandsUp! count on Ride2School Day. 

Nicola Dunnicliff-Wells    (Active Travel Co-ordinator) 

 

            

 

 

 

 

Parent Club News 
Involvement 
If you would like to get involved in any of our activities or meetings, please make yourself known via one of our 

members or through the facebook group www.facebook.com/SpringGullyParentsClub.  The more the merrier. 

 

First meeting of the year/ AGM 

We will be holding our first meeting for the year, and AGM on Friday the 21st of February, at 2pm, in one of the 

meeting rooms in the Admin building. All welcome.  If you’re interested in joining the committee, please come 

along. We’d love to have you. 

 
Fresh Fruit Friday 

Every Friday morning, we are able to supply all our students with fruit.  If you ever have free time on Friday 

mornings after school drop off, to help us chop up and deliver this fruit to the classroom, please come and join 
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in.  A huge thank you to all of the volunteers who help with this every week.  Your assistance is greatly 

appreciated.  Fruit preparation takes place in the canteen area.  All welcome. 

 

Repeat Notices 
Camps. Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) 
Families holding a valid means-tested concession card or temporary foster parents are eligible to apply. $125 per 

year is paid for eligible primary school students. Payments are made directly to the school and are tied to the 

student. 
  
Eligibility 
  
To be eligible for the fund, a parent or legal guardian of a student attending a registered Government or non-

government Victorian primary or secondary school must: 
. on the first day of Term one, or; 
. on the first day of Term two; 

a)       Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004, that is, be the 

holder of a Veterans Affairs Gold Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC) or 

Pensioner Concession Card (PCC) holder, OR 
  

b)       Be a temporary foster parent, and 
  

c)       Submit an application to the school by the due date. 
  
Parents who receive a Carer Allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not income tested by 

Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with one of (a) or (b) above. 

 
Application forms should be completed and lodged at school by 28th February 2020, as payments are made from 

March. Application forms are available for download or printed copies are available at school. 

 
Thank you to those parents that completed their application form on Booklist Collection Day. 
 
Children’s Photos for the Media or Web Page 

On occasions, we have journalists attend the school who wish to photograph children for articles; we publish photos 

in the newsletter or on our web page. We are currently seeking information on students whose photographs are 

NOT to be published. If you do not wish your child’s photograph to be included, please complete the slip and 

return to school as soon as possible, alternatively reply via email at your earliest convenience. It is assumed that if 

you do not complete this form then we have permission to ‘responsibly’ use your child’s photograph.  

 

Return Slips 
Children’s Photos for the Media or Web Page 

No Consent for 2020 
 

This form needs to be returned only if you want your child’s image restricted.  
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Community 

 
Welcome back to the new school year. 

  

 Winter Stock  
We have plenty of winter stock for your students wishing to purchase before our store   

closure on 29th of February 2020 
  

Shop 6 Abbott Arcade 

  Bendigo, Vic, 3550 

   Ph: 03 4416 2141 
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