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Newsletter 7 – Thursday, 19th March 2020 

Principal Awards – Grades Prep, One & Two 
Ashton A – Prep Greer: Ashton is becoming a very independent student who consistently shows our School 

Value of Responsibility in the classroom. He shows this when completing all learning activities, particularly in 

writing. Ashton has worked hard practising writing his name and can now write it with the correct cases.  

Well done Ashton! 

Olivia P – Prep Pesina: Olivia always applies her best efforts when completing any task or activity at school. She 

works hard, concentrates and challenges herself to improve every day. When writing, Olivia sounds out and 

chooses letters for each sound and thinks about the words she already knows how to spell. Great effort Olivia! 

Axel G – Prep Vernon: Axel brings a great attitude to school each day, always trying his best. He has quickly 

learned our class routines and gets started on tasks independently. Congratulations on your awesome start  

to Prep, Axel! 

Lucy E – 1/2 Arthur: for consistently trying her best and always making good choices that support her learning. 

Thank you for being awesome Lucy! 

George C – 1/2 Coatsworth: George comes to school each day with a positive attitude, ready to try his personal 

best. He is always looking for ways to help out around the classroom and consistently demonstrates our School 

Values. Thank you for being a positive role model to your peers, George. Keep being awesome!  

Ella McC – 1/2 McClellan: for a wonderful start to Grade 1. Ella is very friendly to all of her class mates and 

always includes all children, both inside and in the playground. Well done Ella for displaying so many of our 

School Values! 

Elijah H – 1/2 Rodda/Orr: Elijah’s effort and positive attitude have helped him to achieve great results recently, 

particularly in writing activities. Elijah listens well to instructions, is a terrific group member and he shows 

kindness to his friends and teachers each day. It’s been great to see Elijah smiling and enjoying school. Keep up 

the awesome work Elijah because we love seeing you shine! 

Jonathon D-L – 1/2 Smart: Jonathon always demonstrates great respect by speaking kindly and using his 

manners. He is a responsible student and loves to help others. Keep it up Jono! 

 

VALUE TREE AWARDS 
Responsibility: Emma A, Jaxson B, Martina C, Declan D, Malaki J-A, James K, Charlie K, Reuben P, Jacob R, 

Oliver S, Audrey S, Louis T  
Resilience: Arabella F, Milla F, Stella R, Oliver W 

 
 
 

 
Principal: Mr. Francis Trezise 

Assistant Principal: Mr. Brett Parkes 

School Council President: Mr. Ronnie Lowe 

Notifications/Reminders: 
School Photo Day - Postponed  

(see Mr Parkes’ section for details) 

 
Learning Task 3 released: Reading 

Friday, 20th March 2020   
 
Donations of Easter goodies for the raffle can be left 

in the collection box located in the office 
 

Our Values 
 

RESPECT 

RESPONSIBILITY 

RESILIENCE 
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Diary Dates  

 2020  

Term 1   

March   

Friday, 20th 3.15pm Learning Task 3 released: Reading 

Wednesday, 25th  School Photos  POSTPONED 

Friday, 27th  11.00am – 1.00pm 

2.15pm 

2.30pm 

2.30pm 

Prep – 6 Cross Country  POSTPONED 

Assembly 

End of Term 1 

Learning Task 4 released: Writing 

Term 2   

April   

Tuesday, 14th  Term 2 commences 

Friday, 24th 9.00am – 10.00am ANZAC Day Commemorative Service 

Thursday, 30th  Curriculum Day – Literacy Professional Development 

 

 
Every Week – 

Monday lunch time – Grades 3-6 Dance Troupe  

Tuesday lunch time - Grades 3-6 Coding Club 

Wednesday lunch time – Grade 3-6 Choir & Art Room open to all student 

Friday lunch time - Grades 3-6 Chess Club 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday Lunch time - Grades Prep to 6 Kids Club 

Wednesday after school – Prep – Grade 2 German Club 3.30pm – 4.30pm  

     (Commencing Wednesday 11th March) 

 

From the Principal 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians,  

 

COVID-19 Update 

Our school continues to fully comply with all directives being provided by the State and Federal Government. Our 

staff are doing an amazing job of supporting all students as they process the current pandemic. Thanks to the many 

families who have kindly offered their support to our school. Your ongoing support is greatly appreciated. 

 

I have included a few reminders below. 

 

School Closures – Our school continues to operate as per usual. Decisions to close a school will be made on the 

recommendation of Victoria’s Chief Health Officer. If this occurs, the Department of Health and Human Services 

(DHHS) and the Department of Education will work with the school to implement the closure. The ‘home learning’ 

will be communicated with our community, if our school is closed. Our staff are preparing for this possibility, while 

still being fully engaged in their normal duties of teaching, assessing, supporting, supervising, etc. Our staff fully 

Sports award 
Kai W – Prep Greer: for his enthusiastic participation in Physical Education and his  

outstanding sportsmanship. 

 
Art Award 

Paige P – 5/6 Hartney/Smith: Paige designed and painted with watercolour a fabulous Easter Egg.  

Beautiful work Paige. 

 

LOTE Award 
Mollie B – 1/2 Arthur: Mollie participated very well in class this week. She was very focused and answered lots 

of questions correctly. Keep up the good work Mollie. 

 

MUSIC AWARD 
Jessica L – 3/4 Murphy: for her beautiful recorder playing for Hot Cross Buns. 
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support our parents in their decision-making at the moment. We fully appreciate, and have great empathy, for our 

parents who are doing everything they can to protect vulnerable family members. 

Unwell students, staff and community members – if anyone shows any signs of fever, breathing difficulties, cough, 

sore throat, fatigue or tiredness, please stay away from school and seek medical advice. 

 

Good hygiene – An important step all of us should be taking to help stop the spread of any disease is to practice 

good hygiene: cover your mouth or nose when coughing or sneezing, wash your hands thoroughly with soap and 

water on a regular basis (particularly before eating and after using the toilet) and avoiding close contact with people 

who are sick. Our cleaners, Gen and Graeme, have implemented additional cleaning measures and are doing and 

amazing job, as always. 

 

New Uniform Supplier 
On Monday night, School Council endorsed our new school uniform supplier, having spent the past six weeks 

considering a number of options. The new uniform supplier will be Noone (pronounced ‘Noon’). They have a retail 

store at 21 Queen Street, Bendigo (opposite Officeworks carpark). We expect uniforms to be available during the 

second week of the school holidays. I will confirm via a Compass alert as soon as I know they are available.  

 

Other key decisions made by School Council relating to our school uniform are summarised below. 

  

 All families will have two years to transition to the new school uniform. School Council will allow a 

‘blended uniform’ only during this time to minimise the financial impact on our families.   

 

 Families will still be able to purchase some items from other retail stores to allow families to source some 

uniform items in the most cost effective way. Items such as shorts, tracksuit pants, gingham dresses, hats, 

shoes, socks and bags can be purchased from another retailer. The school logo embroided items that must 

be purchased from Noone at the end of the two-year transition period will be polo shirts and fleece 

jumpers/jackets.  

 

 Although families will have the option to source some uniform items elsewhere, Noone will be supplying 

all uniform items for those families that want to get everything in the one place.  

 

 In light of these recent changes, School Council will be reviewing and updating our Uniform Policy at the 

beginning of next term. We will share the amended policy with the community in due course.  

 

 School Council were very mindful of having access to uniforms that are of high quality and reasonably 

priced. The price quoted for uniform items that will be compulsory in two-years from Noone are as 

follows: 

  

Polo Shirt with logo - $21.95 

Polar Fleece Jumper with logo (1/4 zip) - $28.95 

Polar Fleece Jacket with logo (full zip) - $31.95 

  

Other items that families may wish to purchase: 

  

Gingham Dress - $29.95 

Tracksuit Pants - $27.95 

Shorts - $25.00 

Hat - $12.95 

 

 Any families that may experience financial hardship are encouraged to speak with Francis or Brett. 

 

Although we were not expecting to change our uniform supplier, I trust everyone is pleased with the 

outcome. I would like to thank School Council for working through this lengthy process as quickly as they 

could. 
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School Council Summary 

Our March School Council meeting was held on Monday. Many items were discussed and/or ratified, including: 

 

Annual Report  

The draft Annual Report was shared with School Council. This will be discussed further at our next meeting, before 

being endorsed and shared with the Department of Education. 

 

Roles & Responsibilities: the function of School Council  

 

Some information was shared with School Council members so that they fully understand their important roles. 

 

Curriculum Days  

The following curriculum days were endorsed for 2020. 

 

Thursday, 30th April – Literacy Professional Development  

 

Friday, 29th May – Mathematics Professional Development 

 

Wednesday, 11th November – Assessment and Reporting Day 

 

School Review  

Details regarding our upcoming School Review were shared. More details will be shared next term, including how 

staff, students and parents will contribute to this process. 

 

Shade Sails 

A contractor (Shade ‘n’ Sails) has been appointed to install our shade sails. The contract begins on March 30, 

however, we won't see any activity until early May. 

 

Parent Club 

Approval was given to hold the traditional Easter Raffle. Discussion have taken place about the organisation for the 

Easter Hat Parade. The school will work with Parent Club to decide how to safely celebrate this event. 

 

Education and Community Development Subcommittee Report  

The following policies were reviewed and endorsed: 

 

Time in Lieu Policy  

 

Sunsmart Policy  

 

Food Policy  

 

This committee also presented details relating to the possibility of having our school canteen open, along with 

discussions relating to our new school uniforms.  Further information is required before a decision is made on the 

canteen. Details relating to the uniforms was discussed earlier in this newsletter. 

 

Landscape/Grounds/Buildings Subcommittee Report 

The contract for the supply and installation of the shade sails has been awarded to Shade’n’Sails Pty Ltd.  

 

Some additional drainage works will also be performed by BLR Provincial between the top and bottom oval. This 

work is likely to start during the school holidays. 

 

Easter Hat Parade, Easter Raffle and Tickets 

Parent Club will once again run the Easter Egg Raffle in conjunction with the Easter Hat Parade on the last day of 

Term 1. Details around how we will conduct the parade will be confirmed with our community soon.  
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School Council Membership 

I’m pleased to advise the school community that our School Council welcomes two new parent members; Mrs 

Belinda Smith and Mr Peter Bourke.  I’m sure Belinda and Peter will be valuable contributors to our school and 

community.  Special thanks to retiring member, Mrs Cara Smith for her important contribution to School Council 

over the past two years.    

 

Early School Finish End of Term 
Term 1 concludes on Friday, 27th March. Students will be dismissed at 2.30pm. We will not be running our usual 

assembly due to the current restrictions. Students will be dismissed from their classrooms. The bus will be 

collecting the children an hour earlier on this day, so parents can expect their child to be dropped off at their bus 

stop an hour earlier than normal. Term 2 commences on Tuesday, 14th April.  

  
Francis Trezise 

Principal 

trezise.francis.c@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

From the Assistant Principal 
 

Cyber Topic of the Week: How to Choose Good Content Online – For 

Little Kids!  
Many children under 5 engage in screen time, whether they are video calling with family, playing online games or 

watching their favourite programs. It is important to ensure they are getting the most out of it. This article is for 

parents and carers of children under 5, but it contains useful advice on choosing good content for children of all 

ages. https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/children-under-5/how-choose-good-online-content 

SGPS School Photo Day - Postponed 

We have decided today to postpone Photo Day, which was planned for next Wednesday 25th March. We understand 

how important school photos are to families and so we felt it was best to postpone this day until later in the year, 

due to uncertainties around COVID-19. If you have already ordered and paid for your photos online, Leading 

Image have assured us that your orders are secure, so please don’t contact Leading Image for refunds.  We will 

communicate the new Photo Day date in Term 2.  

 
Brett Parkes 
Assistant Principal 

parkes.brett.b@edumail.vic.gov.au 

             

RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS 

 
The Grade 1/exploring feelings and emotions – ‘Emotional Literacy’. This week the students in 1/2 
McClellan chose an emotion and drew a picture of themselves showing the experience. 
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Based on a true  

Story of Grade 6 Camp. 

The train finally arrives at North Melbourne station. But the train passengers turn their heads to see a 

common enemy. The Dreaded school was chattering on the platform. The passengers wish that this was 

a dream, and they could all simply wake up. Although, they knew that this was reality and they were its 

victims. All passengers wanted desperately to scream, but none did. Until 5 minutes in to the trip. A 

particular Melburnian could not hold back his scream… 

“AGGGGGGGGGGGGRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH!!!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!” Luckily, a small child named Mia spotted a tiny spider on 

the ground. You have to understand that Mia was terrified of spiders. She began to holler at the baby 

spider. 

                                                                                 30mins later 

“School group next stop” announced the P.E teacher. The train pulls up at Southern Cross Station. The 

school group filed off while chattering something about MSAC. “THEY LEFT!” A passenger called Archie 

mailto:ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.sgps.vic.edu.au/


Spring Gully Primary School, 104-110 Spring Gully Road, Bendigo, 3550.   

PO Box 310, Strathdale, 3550   

Phone: 54437230    Fax: 54415584                 

Email: spring.gully.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au                                      Absence Phone No. 0427840915 (SMS only) 

Website: www.sgps.vic.edu.au 

passed along the train. Some random guy off the street, of whom had a guitar started playing “We are 

the champions”.  

These 40 minutes of terror have left these poor Melburnians scarred for life. No people or animals were 

harmed in the making of this story. 

Part 2 coming soon to a newsletter near you… 

By Phoebe B and Delaney B 
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Hi, 

My name is Memphus Beckworth and I am doing the world’s greatest shave tomorrow at 9.30am in the classroom.  

I am so pleased with your generosity, that I have now raised $1,948 of my $2,000 goal. The reason that I am doing 

this is because my father sadly past away from cancer and I’m trying to stop other people getting leukaemia.  

 

What if someone in your family was diagnosed with leukaemia? If even a few of you contribute to this cause, loved 

ones can have a chance to receive life-saving medicine, treatment, or even a cure one day.  

You can make a difference!  

 

Follow my link below to access my personal fundraising page on the World’s Greatest Shave website. Please give 

what you can to support me and help beat blood cancer. http://my.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/memphusbeckworth  

General 

 
Active Travel News 
 

 
 

Wow! What a lot of people rode, scooted and walked to school last Friday for National Ride2School Day! The bike 

parking area was overflowing with more than 100 bikes and scooters (lucky we’ll be getting some additional 

parking soon!).  
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Overall, more than 3 in 5 students travelled actively to school (and plenty of Mums, Dads and grandparents too). 

Well done everyone. 

 

I was really encouraged that almost 50% of students are still travelling actively to school this week – that shows 

that people have developed a habit of regularly getting to school under their own steam – great for wellbeing and 

safer for us all if there are fewer cars around the school.  

 

Corona virus and active travel 

With seemingly everything turned upside down because of corona virus, riding and walking to school is one 

activity we can continue to keep a sense of normality.  

 

As long as we keep plenty of distance between us (and of course wash hands afterwards), walking, riding or 

scooting will help keep us active, which boosts immunity and wellbeing (including mental health).  

 

But please stay home if you have symptoms or have been in contact with someone who has. 

 

Nicola Dunnicliff-Wells    (Active Travel Co-ordinator) 

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

Parent Club News 
Fresh Fruit Friday 

Due to the current situation, and with supply issues we have made the hard decision to postpone Fresh Fruit Friday 

for the rest of the term.  Looking forward to getting back to it very soon. 

 

Easter 

Easter Raffle donations are being accepted in the office.  Thank you so much to everyone who has already donated.   

If you require any additional tickets (awesome! Thank you!) please see Wendy in the office. 

 

Repeats 
2021 Enrolments 

In managing new enrolments, the school is required to adhere to state-wide enrolment placement policy and 

processes, whereby eligible students have a right to be placed in their designated neighbourhood school.   

 

The designated neighbourhood school is defined as the school that is nearest to the student’s permanent residential 

address, measured in a straight line from the residence. Details can be found at www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au 

 

Students living outside the designated neighbourhood may still apply for enrolment, with places to be allocated in 

the following order: 

 

1. Students for whom the school is the designated neighbourhood school. 

2. Students with a sibling at the same permanent address who are attending the school at the same time. 

3. All other students in order of closeness of their home to the school. 

4. In exceptional circumstances, upon compassionate grounds. 

 

Enrolment packs will be available at the beginning of next term. 
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Community 
Unsafe driving around school crossings. 

Road Rules around crossings 

Children’s crossings are only in operation when flags are displayed. When flags are displayed, drivers must not 

proceed through the crossing if children or adults are still on the crossing or about to start crossing. This is the law 

regardless of the presence of a crossing supervisor. 

 

When children’s crossings flags are not displayed, pedestrians should give way to passing road traffic. Drivers 

should always use caution when approaching children’s crossings when children are present. Not every child will 

know or remember the different rules. 

 

If anyone sees a vehicle driving through a crossing unlawfully, they should attempt to get the vehicles details, 

including registration, colour and make of the vehicle and report this to the Police. The number to contact the Police 

is 131444. 
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BEAVERS BASKETBALL CLUB 
ACN – A0006743 D 

The Beavers Club is planning to enter new teams in the U10 boys in the next Winter 

Basketball season starting in May, after the next school holidays. 

The Team will be called Beavers Spring Gully. 

We need 5 boys from the Spring Gully Primary School that are 7 or 8 years old wanting to 

play basketball. Please call the Beavers Club contact below. 

Club contact:- Peter Allan   54439370/0419394783 

For more club information go to the Beavers Club Web Site 

Beavers is the oldest club in Bendigo Basketball & has a long history in developing players to 

achieve a the highest level. 
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