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Newsletter 8 – Thursday, 16th April 2020 

 

From the Principal 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians,  

 

Remote and Flexible Learning 

Thanks to our school community for being so generous with their positive feedback and encouragement of our 

teachers. It has been very motivating during this unfamiliar, and somewhat stressful, time. I know everyone is 

committed to doing their best for each and every child. 

  

I have been very impressed with the positive attitude our parents have shown as they patiently navigate these 

changes to teaching and learning. Please don’t put too much pressure on yourselves, just do the best you can under 

the circumstances. I greatly admire the balancing act many of our families are performing at home. Well done! I’m 

sure we will be back to normal soon, so hang in there. 

  

I encourage all families to continue to communicate with their child’s teacher. No questions are silly and our 

teachers will respond as soon as they can. We are really keen to make this a positive experience, so please let us 

know if we can be of assistance. 

 

Friday is Planning and Preparation Day 

Each Friday will be a planning and preparation day for teachers. They will be using this day to compile the 

indiviudlaised Home Learning Packs, ready for pick-up on Monday morning. For this reason, the teachers will be 

less available to respond to enquiries from families. If you require any urgent assistance tomorrow, please contact 

the office.  

 

Webex Videoconferencing 

We have access to Webex, which is a Department of Education & Training (DET) approved videoconferencing 

platform. We are planning to make use of this once our parents are feeling comfortable with our current learning 

program. This will mostly be used for some one-on-one support for students. We know many of our students are 

keen to see their teacher, even if it is on a screen. It can also be used to support face-to-face meetings with parents, 

if required. Please note that platforms such as Zoom and House Party are not approved by DET, therefore, we will 

not be using them. 

 

 

Principal: Mr. Francis Trezise 

Assistant Principal: Mr. Brett Parkes 

School Council President: Mr. Ronnie Lowe 

 

Thanks for your continued support 
as we transition to remote and 

flexible learning. 
 

Home Learning Pack pick-up for 
Week 2 takes place next Monday 

between 7:30am and 9am.   
 
 

Our Values 
 

RESPECT 

RESPONSIBILITY 

RESILIENCE 
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Curriculum Day Postponed 

Please note that Thursday, 30th April will no longer be a curriculum day. We will reschedule this professional 

learning day when school resumes to normal. 

School Uniforms 
Due to the Coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic, Noone, our new uniform supplier, has temporarily closed their major 

Victorian retail stores, including the Bendigo store. Their Head Office, distribution and manufacturing facilities 

remain open and their email uniform services will continue. Uniform orders can be sent by email to 

sales@noone.com.au and can either be collected when their Bendigo store re-opens or home delivered via Australia 

Post. Telephone enquiries are welcome through their Head Office, telephone 9379 5037. They will have all of the 

stock in store for our school, prior to the store re-opening. 

 

Below is a repeat of the information that was in the final newsletter of last term. 

 

On Monday night, School Council endorsed our new school uniform supplier, having spent the past six weeks 

considering a number of options. The new uniform supplier will be Noone (pronounced ‘Noon’). They have a retail 

store at 21 Queen Street, Bendigo (opposite Officeworks carpark).  

 

Other key decisions made by School Council relating to our school uniform are summarised below. 

  

• All families will have two years to transition to the new school uniform. School Council will allow a 

‘blended uniform’ only during this time to minimise the financial impact on our families.   

 

• Families will still be able to purchase some items from other retail stores to allow families to source some 

uniform items in the most cost effective way. Items such as shorts, tracksuit pants, gingham dresses, hats, 

shoes, socks and bags can be purchased from another retailer. The school logo embroided items that must 

be purchased from Noone at the end of the two-year transition period will be polo shirts and fleece 

jumpers/jackets.  

 

• Although families will have the option to source some uniform items elsewhere, Noone will be supplying 

all uniform items for those families that want to get everything in the one place.  

 

• In light of these recent changes, School Council will be reviewing and updating our Uniform Policy at the 

beginning of next term. We will share the amended policy with the community in due course.  

 

• School Council were very mindful of having access to uniforms that are of high quality and reasonably 

priced. The price quoted for uniform items that will be compulsory in two-years from Noone are as 

follows: 

  

Polo Shirt with logo - $21.95 

Polar Fleece Jumper with logo (1/4 zip) - $28.95 

Polar Fleece Jacket with logo (full zip) - $31.95 

  

Other items that families may wish to purchase: 

  

Gingham Dress - $29.95 

Tracksuit Pants - $27.95 

Shorts - $25.00 

Hat - $12.95 

 

• Any families that may experience financial hardship are encouraged to speak with Francis or Brett. 

 

Although we were not expecting to change our uniform supplier, I trust everyone is pleased with the 

outcome. I would like to thank School Council for working through this lengthy process as quickly as they 

could. 
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Easter Raffle 

Thank you to Parent Club for organising the Easter raffle at the end of last term. Also, a big thank you to Easter 

Bunny for coming in and putting a big smile on the faces of our children.   

 
Francis Trezise 

Principal (trezise.francis.c@edumail.vic.gov.au) 

 

 

From the Assistant Principal 

Cyber Topic of the Week:  
Australian e-Safety Commissioner: How to Stay Safe Online During COVID-19 
Staying connected online has never been more important, now that many of us are physically isolated from family 

members, friends, colleagues and support networks. The internet is a great way to socialise, learn, work, play and 

be entertained. But there are also risks. So eSafety is adding new content every day to help you stay safe online. 

Keep reading here: https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/covid-19 

Catholic Care Sandhurst (CCS) – Support for Families 

CCS is a parenting service our school has had a long association with. Currently, CCS are unable to offer groups 

and in person services, however they are still able to offer phone, email and online support. Please see the attached 

flyer for related parenting support options and feel free to contact CCS directly on 5438 1300 or email@ccds.org.au  

 

Wishing all of our SGPS families the very best for the transition into remote learning. It seems to 

have been a relatively smooth start which is a credit to our families and staff. Please feel free to 

contact me if I can provide any kind of support. 
 

Brett Parkes 
Assistant Principal 

parkes.brett.b@edumail.vic.gov.au 

             

Administration News 
 

Attendance   

In order for us to maintain accurate records we require notification of when your child/ren is/are unable to 

participate in the remote learning/onsite program. Notification can be given by contacting the school (54437230), 

text message only to the absence line (0427 840 915) or by submitting the absence via the Compass Parental Portal. 

                                     

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) – Term Two New Applications 

Due to a change in employment, you may now be eligible for the CSEF.  Please read eligibility criteria 

below.  Parents that applied in Term One do not need to do anything further.   

 

Who can apply? 

Families holding a valid means-tested concession card or temporary foster parents are eligible to apply.  

 

Eligibility 

Criteria 1 – Eligibility  

The applicant must be one of the following: 

1.      a parent/carer (of the relevant student) who is:  

on the first day of term one (28 January 2020) or the first day of term two (14 April 2020) an eligible     

beneficiary of either a Centrelink Health Care Card or a Pensioner Concession Card; or 

 

2.      an eligible beneficiary of a Veterans Affairs Gold Card; or a temporary foster carer; or the parent/carer of a 

student who is 16 years or older and who holds a valid concession card (such as a Youth Allowance Health Care 

Card or Disability Support Pension Card). 

 

The parent/carer must submit an application to the school prior to the end of Term 2.  
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Parents/carer who receive a carer allowance on behalf of a student, or any other benefit or allowance not income 

tested by Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF payment unless they also meet the above eligibility criterion. 

Where the parent/carer is seeking eligibility based on holding a Centrelink Health Care Card or a Pensioner 

Concession Card, eligibility will be determined when the relevant concession card successfully validates with 

Centrelink on either the first day of term one or term two.  

If the eligible card is in the name of the student, the fund is only granted to that student, not their siblings. 

 
Payment amounts 

Payments amounts for 2020 are: 

·         $125 per year for eligible primary school students 

Payments are made directly to the school and are tied to the student.  

·         From March onwards where the parent/carer’s concession card is assessed as valid on the first day of term 1; 

and  

·         during term 2 where the parent/carer’s concession card is assessed as valid on the first day of term 2.  

Applications can be received over term one and two. Payments are for the application year and cannot be claimed 

for previous years. 

 

Submitting an application  

Each year the CSEF system is open for schools to enter applications from the start of term 1. Parents/carers 

wishing to apply for CSEF payments for 2020 must submit their application form to school before the last 

day of term 2. 

However, a parent/carer will only be required to submit an application form to the school in the following 

circumstances: 

·         the parent/carer is applying for the CSEF payment for the first time – i.e. an application form was not 

lodged with the school in the previous year; or 

·         circumstances have changed – e.g. there has been a change in the care arrangement of the student, a change 

of name or CRN, or a new sibling has commenced at the school and the parent/carer wishes to apply for the CSEF 

payment for the new sibling also.  

·          If you are unsure of your eligibility, please contact the school.  Application form attached. 

 

Prep Uniform help through the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) 

You will get help with school uniforms if your child is starting prep and is eligible for CSEF. State Schools’ Relief 

will provide basic uniform items or a voucher if your child meets the criteria. 

 

What you get 

For prep students  

 

For students commencing prep in 2020, State Schools' Relief will provide a winter warmer uniform package: 

·         1 x Rugby Top or Hooded/Windcheater or Jacket (Bomber/Polar Fleece) or Long Sleeve Polo 

·         1 x Tracksuit Pants or Trousers or Pants 

·         1 x pair of Shoes (Lace Up or T-Bar or Runner/Sneaker 

How to apply 

1. Apply for CSEF before the closing date.  

 

Vouchers 

If State Schools' Relief can't supply uniform items directly, you'll receive a voucher to go towards the cost of 

uniform items. The voucher can be used at uniform retailer. 

 

If you receive a voucher you may need to contribute the difference in value between the voucher and the cost of the 

items. 

 

Application forms for eligible students were sent home during the last week of Term 1. Parents are asked to please 

return the form as soon as possible. Application forms and shoe sizing chart also attached. 
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