SPRING GULLY PRIMARY SCHOOL – BE AWESOME
Our Values

RESPECT
RESPONSIBILITY
RESILIENCE
Reminders

e

Thursday, 1st April
Easter Hat Parade + Raffle 9.00am – 10.00am
Cross Country Prep – Grade 6 Students 11.00am – 1pm
Early Assembly - 2.15pm
End of Term 1 - 2.30pm
Specialist Learning Task released
Principal: Mr. Francis Trezise
Assistant Principal: Mr. Brett Parkes
School Council President: Mr. Ronnie Lowe

Donations of Easter goodies for the raffle can be left
in the collection box located in the office

Newsletter 8 – Thursday, 25th March 2021

Principal Awards – Grades three & four
Isander P –3/4 Crawford: for being such a highly motivated and enthusiastic worker! Isander has also been a
great friend to all of his peers in class, helping many students transition comfortably into their new class this
year.
Vegas B – 3/4 Feldtmann/Smith: for always trying her personal best and using her learning time well to
complete tasks. She is a helpful member of our class that always displays a positive attitude at school and is a
pleasure to have in the classroom.
David G – 3/4 Murphy: David consistently displays our School Value of Resilience. He perseveres with his school
work and asks for help when he needs it. He is friendly to his classmates and a great member of 3/4 Murphy.
Keep up the great work David.
Alana B – 3/4 Staley/Alexander: Alana is a leader in our classroom and around the school. She leads by example
in her approach to learning and the way she treats others. Alana displays our School Values at all times in and
out of the classroom. I love her enthusiasm and approach to learning she demonstrates in all subjects.
Well done Alana!
Sports award
Edwin M – 3/4 Murphy: for his enthusiastic participation in Physical Education and his
outstanding sportsmanship.
Art Award
Braedyn D – 5/6 Lockett: Braedyn created a superb face displaying excellent use of the Value Scale.
Fantastic work Braedyn.
LOTE Award
Zac W – 5/6 Daenke: Zac set himself an impressive goal to learn the numbers 1-20 in German by the end of this
term. With dedication and practice he has achieved his goal. Well done, Zac!
MUSIC AWARD
No Award This Week
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Diary Dates

2021
Term 1
April
Thursday, 1st

9am – 10am
11am – 1.00pm
2.15pm
2.30pm
2.30pm

Easter Hat Parade + Raffle
Cross Country Prep – Grade 6 Students
Assembly
End of Term 1
Specialist Learning Task released

8.45am
9.00am

Term 2 commences
ANZAC Day Commemorative Service
Curriculum Day – Student Free Day

Term 2
April
Monday, 19th
Wednesday, 21st
Monday, 26th

May
Monday, 3rd
6.00pm – 7.00pm
Wednesday, 5th
Tuesday, 11th
Wednesday, 12th
Thursday, 13th
Friday, 14th
Monday, 17th

7.00pm – 7.30pm
7.30pm – 8.30pm

Tuesday, 25th

Grades 3 – 4 Cyber Safe Incursion
Education and Community Development Subcommittee Meeting
Grades 5 – 6 Cyber Safe Incursion
Division Cross Country (selected students only)
NAPLAN – Writing Grade 3 & Grade 5 students
NAPLAN – Reading Grade 3 & Grade 5 students
NAPLAN – Conventions of Language Grade 3 & Grade 5 students
NAPLAN – Numeracy Grade 3 & Grade 5 students
Accountability and Management Subcommittee Meeting
School Council General Meeting
Senior Athletic Sports – Grades 3-6

Every Week –
Tuesday and Wednesday at 8.00am sharp- 8.30am - Grades 3-6 Early Morning Tennis
Monday lunch time – Grades 3-6 Dance Troupe open to all students
Wednesday lunch time - Grades 3-6 Coding Club
Wednesday after school – 3.30pm – 4.30pm – German Club
Thursday lunch time - Grades 3-6 Chess Club
Monday, Thursday, Friday Lunch time - Grades Prep to 6 Kids Club
Tuesday and Wednesday, Lunch time - Grades Prep to 6 - Art

From the Principal
Dear Parents/Guardians,
National Ride to School Day
What amazing support we received for National Ride to School Day last Friday. Our school was thrilled to be
chosen as one of two schools in Australia to be a showcase school by Bicycle Network Victoria. I’m sure parents
and staff enjoyed the coffees. The smoothies, made by students on the special ‘smoothie bikes’, were a big hit
with the students. Thanks to Bicycle Network Victoria for supporting our school and helping us to promote the
importance of Active Travel and developing lifelong healthy habits.
School Photos
We had some iffy weather for our school photos yesterday, although we managed to get through them without
interruption. Everyone looked excited to have their photo taken.
We anticipate that the photos will be sent to our school early next term. If you forgot to place an order, you can
still do this online by going to www.leadingimage.com.au To place an order online you will need the special
school ‘shoot key’, which is available in previous newsletters. Late orders can be placed at any time, however, you
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may be required to pay for your photos to be posted directly to your house if an order isn’t made soon. The
postage cost is approximately $10. Please contact the office if you have any questions.
Staff News
I have a number of announcements regarding our staff.
Firstly, Lena announced on Tuesday that she will be leaving our school to pursue an opportunity that has arisen
for her. Her last day at SGPS will be next Wednesday. I would like to wish Lena all the best for her future
endeavours. We will be advertising for a new music teacher as soon as possible. Unfortunately we won’t have a
new teacher in place for the start of new term but we hope to have someone in place by Week 3. A casual relief
teacher will be used for these first two weeks.
Secondly, I would like to wish Mrs Arthur and Mr Staley all the best for the impending birth of their first and
second child respectively. Both Mrs Arthur and Mr Staley will have their final day on Friday, before commencing
leave. Mr Staley will be back with us next term. Mrs Arthur will be on leave for the rest of the year.
Thirdly, I would like to thank Mr Dunstone for doing such a great job covering Mr Mac’s extended leave. Mr Mac
will be back with us at the start of next term. I would also like to thank Michelle Cummins for the work she has
done as an Education Support teacher during recent weeks.
Finally, I will be taking long service leave from today. Mr Parkes will be Acting Principal in my absence, although he
will also be on leave tomorrow. Mrs Brewer will be Acting Principal on this day. I will be back for the start of next
term.
I hope all students, staff and families have a safe and happy Easter. I look forward to seeing everyone when I
return.
National Assessment Program — Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN)
This year NAPLAN will be conducted from May 11th-14th. The assessment program tests Years 3 and 5 students in
reading, persuasive or narrative writing, grammar and punctuation, numeracy and spelling. This year NAPLAN will
continue to be largely completed in an online format for students. Students were involved in a School Readiness
Test (SRT) this week to test the school’s online capabilities and systems.
Easter Hat Parade, Easter Raffle and Tickets
As previously mentioned, Parent Club will once again run the Easter Egg Raffle in conjunction with the Easter Hat
Parade on the last day of Term 1. This is a whole school event and parents, grandparents, friends, aunties, uncles
etc. are most welcome to attend. All students will have the opportunity to share their Easter hat from 9am in the
Hub, as part of our traditional Easter Hat Parade.
We would love some donations of Easter goodies to make up lots of great prizes. Donations can be left at the
office at any time. Raffle books will be sent home today or tomorrow, and extra books are available at the office.
Tickets are 50 cents each.
This event is always lots of fun and a great fundraiser for the school.
The SGPS Cross Country will be conducted later in the day. Please see Mr Smith’s section below for more details
and please ensure you have provided permission on Compass for your child to participate.
Early School Finish End of Term
Term 1 concludes on Thursday 1st, April. Students will be dismissed at 2.30pm. An assembly is scheduled for
2.15pm on the Thursday and students will be dismissed from there. Term 2 commences on Monday, 19th April.
Francis Trezise
Principal
Francis.Trezise@education.vic.gov.au
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From the Assistant Principal
There is no safe number of days for missing school. Every day counts.
Friday 12th March to Thursday 18th March (5 Days)
Total Absences
Late Arrivals
148
82

Cyber Topic of the Week: Parents Ultimate Guide to Tiktoc
Is TikTok safe? How does it work? And can I do a duet with my child? Everything you need to know about this
popular musical singing and sharing app.
Please follow this link: https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parents-ultimate-guide-tomusically?utm_source=03262019+Edu&utm_medium=email
Individual Learning Plans (I.L.Ps)
Teachers make a professional judgement about which students require an I.L.P under guidelines set out by the
school. Teacher discretion and knowledge of the student is also important in determining the appropriateness of an
I.L.P for an individual student.
An Individual Learning Plan at SGPS is defined as:
- A working document, designed by teachers, that identifies a student’s individual needs and priorities for
learning.
- A document that outlines adjustments that need to be made to the curriculum and lists strategies that will
support the student in the attainment of their I.L.P goal/s.
- A tool that enables the teacher to closely monitor and evaluate student progress against individualised
goals throughout the year.
Students who have had an Individual Learning Plan developed to support their learning in 20201 will have this plan
uploaded to Compass by the end of Term 1. Relevant families will be notified of this via email and will be able to
access this document on Compass.
House Colours
The colours that correspond with our six School Houses are as follows:
Pollock – blue
Ashby – white
Savage – black
Harley – yellow
Tingay – red
Godber - green
Brett Parkes
Assistant Principal
Brett.Parkes@education.vic.gov.au
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Meet Our Staff
You will notice on the next page a profile of our awesome Prep team. Our School Captains will profile all
of our teams throughout 2021. Please keep an eye out for this.
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Grade 3/4 students have been focussing on developing the structure of a persuasive text as well as creating an
effective introduction. Sam was asked to write a persuasive piece that he was passionate about during a recent
Big Write. Here is what he had to write about.
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Specialist Staff Information

PE / Sport News
Cross County
Our School Cross Country will be held on THURSDAY, 1st April (last day of Term 1) at the Spring Gully Recreational
Reserve. The event will be based at the Soccer Fields.
All students from Prep to Grade 6 will be competing to the best of their ability. Prep to Grade 2 students will
compete in their grade level, whilst students from Grades 3 to 6 will compete in their age level. Ribbons and
House points will be awarded to all students who complete the course. I encourage the children to wear
comfortable clothing (preferably House colours) and appropriate footwear.
A spectator area near the finish line will be made available on the bank of the soccer field (school side) for those
who wish to attend.
I will need some parent helpers to assist on checkpoints around the course – please let me know if you are
available to do this.
Schedule of events (please note these are approximate times only) :
· 10.30 – Early Recess.
· 11:10 – Preps start at the tennis courts and run to soccer oval. Approx. 500m
· 11:20 – 11/12 years (Grade 5/6) start at soccer oval 5/6s run to cricket oval and back to soccer oval (one big lap
of the creek) Approx. 3km
· 11:40 – Grade 1 & 2 start at the bridge & run to the soccer oval – Retreat Rd side track (after 11, 12’s run past).
Approx. 750m
· 11:55 – 9/10 years (Grade 3&4) start at soccer oval and complete a lap of the creek turning at the bridge and
finish at soccer oval. Approx. 2km
· All runners finished by 12:30 to 12:45pm and walk back to school.
The Education Department requires informed consent every time the students leave the School grounds.
Permission for this event needs to be made online via the Compass Parent Portal (now open). There is no cost for
this activity.
Early Morning Sports – Tennis
Early morning tennis has started for any interested students in Grades 3-6 and will continue every Tuesday and
Wednesday until further notice.
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It is held at the Spring Gully Tennis Courts from 8am to 8.30am. Parents are welcome to join in, however they are
not required to stay. I organise drills and games for the students and then walk them all to school before the start
of the school day.
All equipment is provided, however students may wish to bring their own racquets.
Michael Smith – PE Co-ordinator

German Club
German Club is for students and parents who would like to participate in some fun activities whilst learning a bit
of German language and culture. There is generally no cost unless we do a special activity like cooking or an Easter
Egg Hunt.
It is for junior students (Prep to Grade 2) and consists of games, songs, stories, and cultural activities.
Students must attend with an adult.
German Club is held in the German classroom after school on Wednesdays from 3.30-4.30pm. The teachers are
Felicity Woodward and Lena Mitchell.
German Club has commenced. There is a limit of 30 people (children and adults) in the room due to Covid safe
practices, so it will be run on a ‘first in’ basis. Parents must sign in using the QR system.
Felicity Woodward
Languages Teacher

School Wide Positive Behaviour Support
Next term will see the introduction of our new acknowledgement system at SGPS. Students will receive
stickers for displaying our School Values in the classroom and around the school yard. Featuring our
kookaburra mascot, GuuGuu, these stickers are bound to be a hit!
Students will collect these stickers and redeem them for a reward from their own classroom rewards
chart. Teachers will keep track of student’s sticker charts when they have redeemed a reward. Students
will also receive a special certificate at assembly when they have reached 25, 50 and 100 stickers.
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Repeats
2022 Enrolments
In managing new enrolments, the school is required to adhere to state-wide enrolment placement policy and
processes, whereby eligible students have a right to be placed in their designated neighbourhood school.
The designated neighbourhood school is defined as the school that is nearest to the student’s permanent
residential address, measured in a straight line from the residence. Details can be found at
www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au
Students living outside the designated neighbourhood may still apply for enrolment, with places to be allocated in
the following order:
1. Students for whom the school is the designated neighbourhood school.
2. Students with a sibling at the same permanent address who are attending the school at the same time.
3. All other students in order of closeness of their home to the school.
4. In exceptional circumstances, upon compassionate grounds.
Enrolment packs will be available at the beginning of next term.

Community

Active Travel News
Active Travel News
Go Spring Gully!
Wow! What can I say? It was so exciting to see the tide of bikes, scooters and walkers pouring into the school last
Friday for National Ride2School Day! The oval was covered with 180 bikes and scooters – and that’s not counting
the walkers! It must have been our most active year ever – Bicycle Network were very impressed!
Well done everyone who pedalled, scooted or walked – especially if this was your first time. I hope you enjoyed a
smoothie or a coffee – or maybe caught yourself on the news… And congratulations to the most active class – 3/4
Feldtmann/Smith. Way to go!
If you tried walking, riding or scooting on National Ride2School Day, why not plan to make it a regular thing?
Choose a time – maybe once a week or even once a month and make it a date! Or join up with others in your
area. Enjoy a special morning or afternoon walking or riding together more often.
Happy travelling!

Spring Gully Primary School, 104-110 Spring Gully Road, Bendigo, 3550.
PO Box 310, Strathdale, 3550
Phone: 54437230 Fax: 54415584
Email: spring.gully.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Absence Phone No. 0427840915 (SMS only)
Website: www.sgps.vic.edu.au

Nicola Dunnicliff-Wells (Active Travel Co-ordinator)

Parent Club News
Fresh Fruit Friday
We are looking for volunteers on Friday mornings to help with the preparation and distribution of Fresh Fruit,
supplied to our school each week thanks to the McKern Foundation. Fresh fruit Friday preparations take place in
the canteen from 8.45 am. All are welcome and greatly appreciated.
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Easter Raffle
We will once again be holding our annual Easter Raffle, which is one of our most successful fundraising activities
each year. Raffle tickets will be coming home this week, so please keep an eye out for them. We are kindly
requesting donations, to create some awesome prizes. Easter eggs, activities, books, baskets, bags, decorations,
crafts would all make wonderful donations. Please send your donations into the office. The more donations we
have, the more prizes to be won, for more fun for everyone. The raffle will be drawn at the end of the Easter Hat
Parade on the last day of school. Thank you so much for your ongoing support.
Emma- Parents Committee President
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BEAVERS BASKETBALL CLUB INCORP
ACN – A0006743 D

The Beavers Club is planning to enter new teams in the U10
boys in the next Winter Basketball season starting in April,
after the next school holidays .
The Team will be called Beavers Spring Gully.
We need 8 boys from the Spring Gully Primary School that are
7 or 8 years old wanting to play basketball. Please call the
Beavers Club contact below.

Club contact:- Peter Allan 54439370/0419394783

For more club information go to the Beavers Club Web Site

Beavers is the oldest club in Bendigo Basketball & has a long
history in developing players to achieve a the highest level.
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