
Prep Transition
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Welcome
Tonight is about helping to make your child’s transition 

to school as positive as possible.
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How To Start Transitioning To School

Walk around the school.

 Play on the playground. 

Attend an Assembly.

 Show your child where the toilets 
are located.

 Show your child the access points to 
the school building.

 Discuss Road Safety and where to 
cross the road.
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Getting Ready Over the Holidays
Encourage your child to become more independent over the 

holiday period. It is important for them to be able to 
independently:

 Dress themselves.

 Eat and make good choices about what to eat and 
when. 

 Go to the toilet by themselves.

 Encourage relationships with new children, arrange play 
dates.

 Expose your child to books.

 Fine motor skill development (cutting, colouring, pasting, 
writing name).
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Transition Mornings
 These will be held on Thursday 22nd November (9.00am-

10.00am), Wednesday 28th November (9.00am-11.00am) and 
Tuesday 11th December (9.00am-12.45pm).

 Please wait with your child on the bottom oval. 

 The sessions have different duration times to assist your child in 
transitioning to school.

 Children need to bring a fruit snack for the second transition 
session and a fruit snack and a recess snack for the third
transition session. Please make sure that lunchboxes, containers, 
drink bottles and removable clothing items are named.

 Children may not be with the teacher they will have next year.
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Information Sessions 
 On Thursday 22nd November at 9am, there will be an 

information session with Jan Alexander our Reading Recovery 
Specialist to discuss the importance of reading in Prep and 
what you can do to help.

 On Wednesday 28th November at 9am there will be an 
information session with our school speech pathologist, Melissa 
Johnson.

 On Tuesday 11th December at 9am, there will be an information 
session- “How parents can support their children to make a 
happy & healthy start to school” with Leona Evans, our school 
nurse. After this, there will be general conversation and 
question time with Francis (Principal) and Brett (Assistant 
Principal).
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Assessment Interviews- January 
 Students will attend school for a 1 hour assessment interview with their 2019 classroom 

teacher. Students need to be accompanied for the first 10 minutes of this interview               
by a parent or parents.

 Students need to wear their uniform and bring their booklist items.

 These will be held on Wednesday 30th of January, Thursday 31st of January and Friday 1st of 
February. Your child is not required at school unless you are booked in for an assessment on 
these days. 

 During the first 10 minutes, discussion will focus on student learning and social needs, classroom 
expectations, organisational information and any information parents would like to share. You will 
receive handouts, including school policies, medical action plans, School Values booklets, and 
information about Camp Australia before and after school care.

 After the 10 minute interview with parents, students stay with their teacher for another 40 
minutes. In this time we complete mandatory assessment, which allows us to get straight into 
learning from day one. In the final 10 minutes, there will be time for a chat with the teacher. 

 Parents can use this time to finalise any payments or update any contact details at the 
Administration Office. 
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 You will receive information on how to book your assessment 
interview by letter, which will also have your child’s 2019 teacher.. 

 This will be towards the end of Term 4. 

 If you do not have access to a computer please let us know and 
we can book you in. 

Booking your Assessment Interview
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Additional Transition opportunities

You are welcome to book your child in for an additional 
transition session if you believe this is something your 
child would benefit from. 

These sessions will be conducted with our current 2018 
prep students. 

Please see one of us about this tonight to organise a 
time. 
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First few weeks
 The first few weeks can be tricky for both parents and children.

 We want to do our best to make everyone happy and comfortable.

 If you think your child may have trouble separating from you at drop 
off there are a few things you can do:

 You can give your childs hand to their teacher and head off knowing that 
they will be okay

 You can stay until your child settles

 We can take them and settle them

 After a few weeks it is important that every child begins to get into 
the routine of a quick, smooth drop off where the caregiver leaves 
before the first bell.

 Please wait to come inside and put belongings away until 8.30am.

 As this area is a learning space please wait outside until the bell at 
3.15pm when you are welcome to come in. 
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What to name:

 Schoolbag 

 Lunch boxes

 Drink Bottles

 Jumpers

 Hats

 Reader Bags

 Books

 Scissors, ruler, headphones, playing cards
We share pencils, glue sticks etc. so these do not need to be named.

Belongings
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Listening to Reading beginning 
Term 2

Sharpening pencils

Excursions

Parent Helpers
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Be Positive!

Encourage your child's learning.
Reinforce Spring Gully’s values at home.
Establish routines:

- At home, when will nightly reading take place?
- Pick up arrangements, e.g. Meet at playground.

Read with and to your child each night.
Do not compare your child to other children in 

the classroom.
13



Feeling Part of the Grade
 Be on time: School starts at 8:45am. 

We open the rooms at 8.30am 

 Have things organised.

 Have the correct stationery from the 
booklist.

 Return reader bag each day.

 Write in Yellow Reading Diary each 
night.

 Read class notes sent on Compass.

 Read the class and school newsletter 
on Compass each week.
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You Need to Feel Comfortable 

 Find out about the school.

 Get to know your child’s teacher.

 Participate in the Transition program.

 Attend Parent-Teacher meetings.

 Meet new parents.

 Read the newsletter- know what's 
going on.

 Get involved in school activities.
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Prep Class Routine
 Morning Reading (Home Readers)

 Modelled/Shared Reading of Book

 CAFÉ Daily 5: Reading Strategies and Activities

 Modelled/Shared Writing

 Independent Writing

 Maths 3 Rotations 

 Specialists –

P.E, Art and German (Music in 2020)

 Topic Learning
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Decodable Readers

 Structured, systematic introduction of new sounds 
and letters.

 Include many CVC words: the term ‘CVC’ means 
Consonant, Vowel, Consonant - words like cat, dog, 
leg, pin, bus.

 Allow beginning readers to use their current 
knowledge to read at their level. 
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 Each Prep child is matched with a senior student.

 For the first week we eat our snack and lunch with our Buddies. 
This helps your child to know what is to be eaten when and to help 
them with ‘tricky’ wrappings. 

 Your child's buddy will ensure your child is feeling safe and 
comfortable in their new school surroundings for the first term.

 We have activities fortnightly with our buddies.

Buddies
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A Familiar Face
Having a familiar face or playmate helps to make the beginning of 
school easier.

• Parents are able to make requests regarding 
friendship placements. We have provided you with a 
preference form that you can fill in if you have any 
friendship preferences. We would appreciate these 
being returned tonight.

• In future year levels, students are asked to 
provide 3-5 preferences of children they would like 
to be placed with. Although we do not guarantee 
placement with these children we do attempt to 
accommodate requests. 

• Requests can also ask for children to be ‘apart’ 
from another child. This is usually to do with siblings 
or relatives. 19



Birthday Invitations

Birthdays are an important part of a 
students childhood.

To avoid conflict we would prefer them 
to be handed out before or after 
school.

Due to our Food Policy, please don’t 
bring cakes or food to school to share. .
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Awards
At Spring Gully the following awards are 

given every week, in rotation of year levels
- Principal awards

- Specialist awards

 These awards are given to acknowledge 
academic achievement.

 There are not enough weeks in a year for 
every child to receive an award. 

Value tree awards are given based on a 
student displaying a school value. 
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Illness/Head lice
 If your child is unwell please make sure 

to let the office know or update 
Compass.

 If you happen to find head lice, please 
make sure to let your child’s teacher 
know. 
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The Reflection Room

School Chaplain

Social Worker

Values Education

When a problem arises
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Community Links 
Parent club

Walk to school month

Walk or wheel Wednesday

Easter Hat Parade

Grandparents Day

Footy Colours Day

Before and after school sport

Mothers and Fathers Day breakfast
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Active travel to school
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Why ride or walk to school? 

✔ Kids love it

✔ Physical activity – kids need 60 minutes per day

✔ Kids are calmer & happier (so are parents!)

✔ Kids concentrate better & learn more easily 

✔ Ideal opportunity to teach our kids road skills
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SGPS active travel program

 Regular HandsUp! counts & class trophy

 Walk to school month – October

 Active travel news in newsletter

Active Traveller of the Week: Zak 
You might have seen Zak and his Dad, Bradley, on the bike path this year. Zak 
is something of an active travel champion, walking 35 minutes each day to 
school. “I like to chat with Dad on the way to school, and I like the exercise,” 
says Zak. His Dad does too. Zak’s mum leaves early for work in the family’s 
car, so Zak gets to have plenty of Dad time during the school run. “He 
sometimes wants a piggy back when he gets tired,” says Bradley, “But very 
rarely these days. He likes the walk.” Way to go Zak! 
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Getting started

✔ Do what’s manageable

✔ Make it part of your weekly routine

✔ Be flexible – Preps get tired

✔ But you might be surprised what they can do

✔ Enjoy it!
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School Developments

 Buildings and grounds

 YouTube: ‘Spring Gully Primary School Walkthrough’
 Managing enrolments 
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Important information we need to 
know

Please ensure that we have all of your child’s up to date information. 

Such as:

 Emergency contacts

 Ambulance Cover

 A copy of your child’s birth certificate and immunisation certificate.

 Medical Conditions – Such as Anaphylaxis, Asthma and others.

 Custody Arrangements & Family Court Orders

 Does your child have any specific medical, learning or behavioural 
needs? If so, please come and talk to us. The more information that 
we have, the better we are able to care for your child.
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Bus Applications

 Eligible families are encouraged to complete an application form 
to travel on the school bus in 2019.

 Current families using this service do not need to reapply, this 
is only a requirement of new bus travellers.

 If you live more than 4.8km from our school and Spring Gully is 
your nearest school, you may qualify. The school bus currently 
services the Mandurang, Mandurang South and Sedgwick 
areas.

 Please contact the office if you require further information.
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Camps , Sports and Excursions Fund
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) provides payments for eligible students 
to attend activities like:

- school camps or trips

- swimming and school-organised sport programs

- excursions and incursions.

Eligibility

 To be eligible for the fund, a parent or legal guardian of a student attending a 
registered Government or non-government Victorian primary or secondary school 
must:

on the first day of Term one, or;

on the first day of Term two;

 a) Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 
2004, that is, be the holder of a Veterans Affairs Gold Card or be an eligible 
Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC) or Pensioner Concession Card (PCC) holder, 
OR

 b) Be a temporary foster parent, and;

 c) Submit an application to the school by the due date. 32



Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund
 Parents who receive a Carer Allowance on behalf of a child, or any 

other benefit or allowance not income tested by Centrelink, are not 
eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with one of (a) or (b) above.

How to Apply

 Contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form or download 
from www.education.vic.gov.au/csef

 For more information about the CSEF visit 
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef

Feel free to collect a form tonight if you think you may be eligible. 
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Services to help manage your 
education expenses:

Centrepay

 Centrepay is a voluntary bill paying service that is easy to use. You can start, change, 
or cancel Centrepay deductions at any time, to suit your own personal circumstances. 
By choosing to use Centrepay you benefit from knowing that your bills are under 
control. Instead of having large bills, you can pay your bills in manageable amounts from 
your Centrelink payment, making budgeting easier.

 There are several ways to start Centrepay deductions. You can:

 start a Centrepay deduction online using your Centrelink online account

 visit your local Centrelink service centre or phone Centrelink.

 If you are experiencing financial hardship, you can also speak to Francis Trezise, 
our principal, about how you can access assistance from the State Schools Relief 
Committee for clothing and uniforms.  Payment plans for camps and excursions 
can also be set up to support our families.
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Methods of  Payment accepted 
at Spring Gully Primary School:

 Compass Pay

 Centrepay (see above for details)

 Netbank – Please contact us for bank account details

 EFTPOS (in person or over the phone)

 BPAY (Please contact us for your family reference number)

 Cash or Cheque

 Preferred method of payment is electronically. 
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Compass

 Newsletters- school and class
 School events- permission and payment
 Attendance
 Communication 
 Reports
 Use on phone or computer
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Before and After School Care

 Camp Australia provide Before and After school 
care at SGPS.

 Monday to Friday

 Before school:

7am to 8.45am

 After school:

3.15pm to 6pm
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Incursions & Excursions 

 Throughout the year students will 
participate in a number of internal and 
external extra-curricular activities. 

 Prep students attend a Major Excursion in 
term 4. Each year students travel to the 
Ballarat Wildlife Park which aligns with our 
topic Animals. The excursion has an 
approximate cost of $40.

We are participating in a free excursion to 
Ecolinc in Bacchus Marsh based on our 
topic of Animals in Term 4. They then 
come to us to provide a free incursion. 
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Booklists

 Booklists will be posted to parents late November.

 Completed booklists are due back to school Tuesday 11th

of December.

 Payment is required on collection.

 Books are available for collection from S.G.P.S. on Friday, 
25th January 2019 from 8.30am-4.00pm.

The BER building is straight down and to the 
right.
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Uniforms are compulsory for all 
students.

Uniforms are available from:

Bendigo Uniforms Plus, Shop 6 
Abbott Arcade, Lyttleton Terrace, 
Bendigo

Hats are to be worn from 
September - April. 

Uniforms

NO HAT – NO PLAY 40

10% off with presentation 
of card for the month of 
November. 



Dates to Remember
 Transition Days – Thursday 22nd November (9.00am-10.00am), Wednesday 

28th November (9.00am-11.00am) and Tuesday 11th December (9.00am-
12.45pm)

 Additional Transition Dates – Only if you have a date booked- to be organised 
with teacher

 Book List Return Date – Tuesday 11th December, 2018

 Prep Assessment Days 2019 – Wednesday, 30th of January, Thursday, 31st 
of January and Friday, 1st of February. Unless your child has their assessment 
scheduled for one of these days then they are not required at school.

 Book List Pick Up Date – Friday, 25th January 2019 from 8.30am-4.00pm. 

 Term One Commences – Monday, 4th of February 2019 (8.45am to 3.15pm)

 Prep rest days - 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th of February.                 
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Enjoy Spring Gully PS!
 Approach your teacher before or after school if you have any 

concerns

 Be positive about your child's learning

 Get involved in the Spring Gully community and your child's learning

Visit our website: www.sgps.vic.edu.au
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Please contact Francis or Madie if you 
have any queries or concerns. 

trezise.francis.c@edumail.vic.gov.au
floyd.madison.k@edumail.vic.gov.au


