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Welcome!

• Big day for your child...and you! Take a deep breath! 

• Jan Alexander - SGPS Reading Recovery Specialist 

• Indication of first time Prep parents?

• Aim is to not overwhelm you with reading theory, reading 
strategies and reading prompts...the teacher jargon! 

• Instead provide some reading tips for supporting your Prep 
child’s reading.

• Take a couple of questions at the end. 



Read Together

“Reading together is a valuable thing to do. 
Reading increases your child’s vocabulary, 
expands your child’s understanding of the world, 
and gives them confidence when using 
language. Reading is also an important way to 
make the link between spoken words and written 
words.”
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Read 
together…

• Be expressive!

• Read it again! And again! 
And again! 

• Invite participation 

• Enjoy the book!

• Join the local library! 



• Blue satchel, yellow reading record book and some books will come 

home. What do you do? Be excited!

• Negotiate a daily routine for home reading. Set a time (with some 

flexibility) but not right when they walk in the door. 

• Look through the new book together and talk about the book first.

• Listen and allow for thinking time before telling the word, or correcting it.

• Sign the yellow book and make a positive comment. 

How can you support your Prep 
child with home reading?



• We want them to develop a love 

of reading by reading to you, a 

sibling, a grandparent, the dog, 

the cat…to themselves!

• We want them to build 

confidence, have success and 

see themselves as a reader. 

• Praise! Praise! Praise! Not for 

getting every word correct, but 

for how it sounds. Praise for 

taking a risk and having a go. 

Praise!



• It doesn't matter if they’ve memorised the book. That’s 
independent reading! They won’t want to read it forever. It’s 
practicing their reading. 

• Talk about letters in the books. First, the initial letters and the 
sound they make. E.g. “Cow has a ‘c’ like in your name Colin.” 
“What sound does it make at the start of your name Colin?”

• Learn one ‘high frequency word’ each school night from the 
book. Find it again the next night in the same book or in a 
different book. Write the word down. Play memory games with it. 
Repetition! Repetition! 



Okay…what else?
• It has to come back to school and go 

home again! Every school day! Every 
school week for the next seven years! 

• Who is responsible for that? Your child! Set 
that expectation right from the start. Have 
them put it in their school bag as soon as 
they finish reading each night. It’s 
important that they own the responsibility. 

• If they forget it, don’t rush back home and 
get it. Make it a learning experience, 
otherwise you’ll be doing it for possibly the 
next thirteen years.



Some more advice…
• Please don’t fall into the reading 

comparison trap! 

• We are all different! We learnt to crawl, 
walk, run, talk at different times. We also 
develop literacy skills at different rates 
and with varied abilities. 

• Don’t compare your child’s reading 
progress to Becky’s, who lives two doors 
down and went to kinder with your child, 
but is now in another class. 



• Don’t be concerned if your child has been 
on the same colour dot books for…ages and 
ages...or has read them all. Trust your 
teacher’s expertise and touch base with 
them. 

• Remember, home reading is practicing 
reading and should be enjoyable for all.

• You may have noticed the thick books at 
the side. Imagine yourself reading these 
books and having no idea what they’re 
about. I’d soon turn off reading and not want 
to do it. You? We read for meaning and 
enjoyment.



More information?
• Prep teachers will touch base early in 

the year and provide information on 

how they conduct home reading within 

their own classrooms. 

• Search for ‘DET Literacy and Numeracy 

Tips’

• Would you be interested in a follow-up 

and more in-depth reading information 

session in 2019, on helping your child 

read and for classroom parent reading 

helpers? Would that be supported by 

you?



Any questions?

Thanks and good 

luck!

Jan 


